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HOLE LOT OF CASH 
10 REPAIR ROADS 


FIREARMS 

Commissioner wants 
to end gun ‘subsidy’ 

HOME Secretary Amber Rudd has been 
urged to drastically increase fees that po¬ 
lice can charge for firearms licences to stop 
forces from ‘subsidising’ gun ownership. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson says the 
region’s cash-strapped force takes a finan¬ 
cial hit of nearly £37 every time it issues a 
firearms certificate. He said the total loss 
last year was £98,000. 

Current firearms charges do not meet 
West Midlands Police’s administration 
costs from processing applications and 
making the relevant checks. 


Report by Marion Brennan 


MORE than half a million 
pounds is being spent on 
mending Dudley’s crumbling 
roads after sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures continue to cause havoc 
to the borough’s highways. 

It comes after a new study shows 
that damage caused by potholes cost 
motorists in the West Midlands more 
than £100 million last year. 

The figures from vehicle repair company 
Kwik-Fit showed that the overall cost to the 
nation’s drivers was 
£915m - over a third 
more than figures two 
years ago. 

Dudley Council has 
announced a further 
£164,000 to help re¬ 
pair damage to road 
surfaces after a winter 
that has taken a heavy 
toll. It follows funding 
of £238,000 earlier this 
year and £150,000 in 
December. 

Bosses say potholes 
have been made worse 
or new ones appeared due to freeze and thaws. 

The council has vowed to prioritise potholes 
despite slashing £300,000 from its streets budget 
in October. They claim to have ‘streamlined’ the 
service by focusing on the borough’s biggest and 
busiest roads. The latest funding is part of an 
£844,000 pot of money from the Department for 
Transport paid to the West Midlands Combined 
Authority for the region. 

Harsh 

In Dudley pothole crews have been working 
round-the-clock since the harsh weather hit. 
The authority was already coping with damage 
caused by snow and ice in December. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for environmental services, said: “The snow 
and ice we have had in recent weeks has really 
hit our roads hard but this extra money will go 
a long way in helping us deal with the potholes 
and other road defects. Our crews are working 
hard to identify areas and respond to reports, 
and I would like to thank motorists for bearing 
with us.” 

Council leader Patrick Harley denied the 
authority’s focus on main roads meant minor 
streets would be left unattended, insisting 
teams could often react to potholes on quieter 
roads more quickly. 



Cllr Karen Shakespeare 


HOTSHOT RACHEL PUTS ON HER BEST FOR ENGLAND 



Halesowen Athletics Club’s Rachel Wallader will be taking part in the Commonwealth Games in Australia next month 

AN athlete will be temporarily swapping her “It’s great to represent my country again in “At Halesowen I competed in many events, 
job at Sandwell College for Australia’s Gold a sport I love. It’s a great feeling wearing your cross country, heptathlon and individual 
Coast when she represents Team England in country’s colours,” said Rachel, who took up events, and 18 years later I find myself going 
shot put at the Commonwealth Games. athletics when she was 10. to my second Commonwealth Games,” said 

Rachel Wallader, aged 28, is part of the “I joined Halesowen Athletics Club, where Rachel, 
athletics squad heading Down Under for the my coach at the time Julie Bellfield carried In 2017 she took part in the women’s shot 
games, which start on April 4. She finished me through until she felt I had outgrown her put at the World Championships in London, 
fourth at the 2014 Commonwealth Games in shot put coaching. We are still in contact and Rachel trains six times a week and also 
Glasgow after throwing a personal best but is she supports me fully. I wouldn’t be where I works full time at Sandwell College as the 
hoping to improve on that when the competi- am now if she hadn’t pushed me in the right work placements officer for the supported 
tion gets under way on April 12. direction all those years ago. learning department. 


TRANSPORT 

On your bike for 
new cycle project 

A LANDMARK initiative to get more 
people out of motor vehicles and on to 
bicycles in the West Midlands has been 
announced. 

Thousands of bikes will hit the streets 
in Wolverhampton, Birmingham and 
Coventry in September before rolling 
out in Walsall, Sandwell, Dudley and 
Solihull in 2019. 

Nextbike has been picked by Trans¬ 
port for West Midlands, part of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority, to run 
bike-share, the UK’s largest docked 
pay-to-cycle scheme outside London 
and its famous ‘Boris bikes’. It will also 
create around 50 jobs. 

POLICE 

Schools and colleges 
are sent bomb threat 

HUNDREDS of schools and colleges 
across the UK - including in the Black 
Country - were emailed bomb threats. 

West Midlands Police confirmed they 
were investigating messages sent to a 
number of schools in the region on Mon¬ 
day, said to be ‘false and malicious’. 

Among those sent threats were Ormis- 
ton Sandwell Community Academy in Tiv- 
idale and Walsall College. 

According to reports, the hoax was part 
of a feud between rival Minecraft gamers. 
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Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


Rowley Regis B65 8JG 


■ Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
Covers All Popular Brands 
We have eveything from Canopy to Side Hung styles 
Wrought Iron Gates & Railings available 


, Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 

L Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 

I Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
- ^ www.doultondoors.co.uk 
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Tributes as true blue former nip dies, 75 



Warren Hawksley in 2008 


FORMER Halesowen and Stourbridge 
Conservative MP - and arch Euroscep¬ 
tic - Warren Hawksley has died at the 
age of 75, following a short illness. 

Mr Hawksley, who was also a director 
at Staffordshire-based substance abuse 
charity I Re-Solv, was one of the Maas¬ 
tricht rebels, one of only a small number 
of Tories not to have voted for any part 
of that EU treaty. 

Mr Hawksley was known for his 
forthright views, particularly on law 
and order, having for many years called 
for the reintroduction of corporal pun¬ 
ishment for young offenders. 


He was the MP for Halesowen and 
Stourbridge from 1992-97, having previ¬ 
ously represented Wrekin from 1979-87. 

The Shropshire-born politician was 
renowned for his strong views on immi¬ 
gration and once called for a complete 
ban on immigration into the UK for five 
years. 

Tributes have poured in for Mr Hawk¬ 
sley, who has been living in France with 
his family in recent years. 

Mike Wood, the Conservative MP 
for Dudley South and a former Dudley 
councillor, campaigned for him in the 
1992 and 1997 elections. He said: “I got 


to know him beyond his slightly ‘full on’ 
public persona, and will remember him 
as a very kind and generous man, who 
was always very supportive.” 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis Con¬ 
servative MP James Morris, said: “He 
served as Halesowen’s MP for five years 
and is still fondly remembered by many 
for the way he represented the area and 
his strong opinions.” 

Stone’s Tory MP Sir Bill Cash said of 
his fellow Masstricht rebel: “He was a 
great Eurosceptic.” 

Mr Hawksley is survived by his wife 
Kathleen and two daughters. 


Cocaine king will have 
to pay back thousands 


THE KINGPIN of a multi-million 
pound cocaine racket centred on 
Kingswinford has been ordered 
to pay back more than £500,000 
of his ill-gotten gains. 

Khalad Uddin had lived a luxury 
lifestyle as he gathered more than £2 
million from his illegal activity, which 
saw him act as a link between Alba¬ 
nian gangsters in London and drug 
dealers in Kingswinford. 

The crook, who was last year jailed for 
16 years, has now been ordered to pay back 
some of his ill-gotten riches or face further 
time behind bars. 

At a confiscation hearing, Judge Mur¬ 
ray Creed declared Uddin had profited 
£2,016,351 from his offending. But the 
36-year-old had just £541,334.52 available 
to hand back to the authorities. 

Uddin’s property will be 
sold to gather some of the 
cash, Birmingham Crown 
Court heard on Friday. If 
he fails to pay up within 
the next three months he 
could face an extra five 
years in jail. 

The cocaine gang was 
smashed by undercover 
police and saw 14 crimi¬ 
nals last year jailed for a total of more than 
100 years. The network included a five- 
strong gang in Kingswinford. 

Uddin, described as the ‘spider at the 
centre of the web’, co-ordinated crooks in 
the Black Country, Oxford, the West Coun¬ 
try and London. The defendant, formerly 
of Little Brewery Street, Oxford, admitted 
money laundering and two counts of con¬ 
spiracy to supply cocaine. His jail term is 
running concurrently with a 14-year sen¬ 
tence for conspiracy to transfer firearms 
and ammunition. 

Uddin lived lavishly, spending £62,000 
on renting fast cars and expensive proper¬ 
ties. He had 70 pairs of designer jeans. 




Khalad Uddin 


West Side Story’s happy ending 



Planning a wedding - Mitch Bastable proposed to partner Beth Berwick-Lowe on stage in Stourbridge 


WEST Side Story finally got its 
happy ending when one actor 
popped the question to his leading 
lady for real. 

Mitch Bastable and Beth Ber- 
wick-Lowe are both members of 
Tab Operatic Society and both 
had major roles when the famous 
musical was staged in Stourbridge 


last week, with Beth as Maria and 
Mitch playing Bernardo. 

The musical updates Romeo and 
Juliet to New York street gangs in 
the 1950s and has a similar heart¬ 
breaking ending. But Mitch, from 
Pedmore, brought the joy back by 
popping the question to his girl¬ 
friend of 14 months, getting down 


on one knee with a white gold 47 
cluster diamond ring in his hand. 

Mitch, 44, said: “We had just 
been to New York and I think peo¬ 
ple thought I would do it then, but 
that was obvious. 

“So at the end of our last show 
on Saturday night I climbed up the 
balcony and proposed.” 


£20,000 bid 
to restore 
an historic 
burial site 

AN historic cemetery is set for a revamp 
after campaigners launched a bid to re¬ 
store graves and headstones. 

Lye and Wollescote Cemetery, near 
Stourbridge, is in line for the restora¬ 
tion after a bid was made by a friends 
of the cemetery group. Soldiers from the 
First World War are among those buried 
at the site. 

The move comes after the site’s chapel 
which houses Dudley Council’s Citizen¬ 
ship and Registration Services under¬ 
went a £1 million revamp in 2015 . 

A council report outlining the plans 
said: “An application has been received 
from Friends of Lye and Wollescote 
Cemetery, which supports the manage¬ 
ment of the cemetery so that it is a wel¬ 
coming, accessible place for everyone in 
the community to be proud of and enjoy. 

“The group is seeking £5,000 towards 
the £20,000 estimated cost of undertak¬ 
ing restoration to some of the famous 
graves and headstones in the cemetery, 
to enhance the walking tours for schools, 
students and the community.” 

The cemetery is looked after by the 
friends group. The site dates back to the 
Victorian era. 

Local historian and author Jean 
Weston said: “A lot of people who helped 
to build Lye during the 19th century as 
an important industrial area are buried 
there.” 


MP campaigns on 
job exploitation 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
called for a ban on companies taking 
people on for unpaid work trials which 
have no guaranteed job offer at the end. 

Mr Austin said it was wrong that some 
businesses were asking potential staff to 
work for no money. 

He cites one case in which prospec¬ 
tive employees were told to work for 40 
hours before they would be considered 
for a job. 

The Labour MP said: “I’m not against 
proper work experience programmes for 
students but I have met young people 
in Dudley who have been expected to 
do unpaid shifts for free before they are 
even considered for a job. I think it is 
completely unacceptable. I want to see 
this exploitative practice banned. The 
Government should take action.” 


Jobs fair in town 

HALESOWEN and Rowley Regis MP 
James Morris is holding his tenth jobs 
fair tomorrow (Friday) at the LifeCen- 
tral Church in Little Cornbow, Halesow¬ 
en, from 10am to 2pm. More than 30 
local employers and training providers 
will be taking part. 


Q UALITY KITCHEN FACELIFT S 
A fresh approach to a new kitchen 



replftc-e w/V\6\a, 

ijou refaoe? 

• Trusted reputation 

• Made to measure custom-built doors and units 

• Door swaps to full kitchens - tailored to your needs 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


DREAM DOORS® 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


View our credentials on 

0 

Call Gary For a Free Estimate 

01384 469756 

dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 


Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sock, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 

FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery | www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 

ft 


Home Visits Available 


01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 



































































Teenager is 
locked up 
after drug 
raid on flat 

A TEENAGER has been locked up 
for three years after heroin and crack 
cocaine worth more than £4,000 were 
found in a raid on his flat. 

Shane Bowater tried to escape 
through the back door but he ran 
straight into a waiting policeman, a 
court heard. 

Mr Peter Grice, prosecuting, said 
officers converged on High Street, 
Lye, on February 27 last year. Bo¬ 
water, who was 17 at the time, tried 
to flee with a bag stuffed with drugs 
and associated paraphernalia but was 
caught and arrested. 

Inside the bag were 16 packets of 
crack cocaine with a street value of 
£770 and 80 wraps of heroin worth 
£820. Also found were £110 cash, a 
list of names and numbers, and a mo¬ 
bile phone with messages linking him 
to drug deals. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
a search revealed two digital scales, 
another dealer list and a mobile phone 
containing ‘relevant messages’, plus 
more heroin and crack cocaine. 

In total, he was in possession of 
£2,300 worth of heroin and crack co¬ 
caine with a street value of £1,840. 

Defending Bowater, Ms Nicole 
Steers said he had confessed to using 
and selling cannabis previously and 
claimed to have ‘found’ the heroin 
and crack cocaine. “He stole them,” 
she said. “He thought it was canna¬ 
bis.” 

She added that Bowater had to 
‘fend for himself’ when he was put 
into care after the deaths of both of 
his parents. 

Bowater, now 18, of Highland Road, 
Dudley, admitted two charges of pos¬ 
session of Class A drugs with intent to 
supply others. 

He was sent to a young offender in¬ 
stitution for three years. 

Walking on fire 
for charity funds 

A LAW firm with offices across the 
Black Country and Worcestershire is 
organising a fire and ice event near 
Dudley to help a local charity. 

Thursfields Solicitors is inviting 
companies to take part raising money 
for Black Country Women’s Aid by 
entering a team of five to take part in 
fire and glass walking at Himley Hall 
on April 25. 

Entry will cost £300 per team and 
£30 for spectators or £30 per per¬ 
son. The price includes a hot buffet 
and live music from The Pete Boddis 
Band. 

Thursfields, which has offices in 
Sedgley, Halesowen, Stourport and 
Kidderminster, will be helping the 
charity’s work in the local area with 
the fundraiser. 


Former Baggies star striker is bankrupt 



Lee Hughes has been declared bankrupt 


FORMER West Bromwich Albion 
hero Lee Hughes has been declared 
bankrupt. 

Hughes, 41, who earned 
£20,000-a-week as a Premiership 
striker, joined non-league Halesowen 
Town FC earlier this month. 

The former roofer began his career 
at Kidderminster Harriers before 
joining the Baggies, leaving in 2001 
when he signed for Coventry for £5 
million. 

Last May he took his first steps in 
management when he became play¬ 
er-manager at Worcester City but 


ended his contract to join for Evo-Stik 
Premier side Halesowen Town. 

Hughes, who also played for AFC 
Telford, had two spells at the Baggies 
from 1997-2001 and 2002-2004, scor¬ 
ing 90 goals in 211 games. 

He scored 70 goals in 139 games for 
Harriers. 

Dangerous 

He scored 203 league goals with 
seven different clubs but spent three 
years out of the game when he was 
sent to prison in August 2004 for 
causing a death by dangerous driving. 


After his release from prison in 
August 2007, he played at Oldham, 
Blackpool, Notts County and Port 
Vale. He was then appointed as 
Worcester City’s joint manager, after 
agreeing to rejoin the relegated Na¬ 
tional League North side. 

The news of his bankruptcy was an¬ 
nounced in the London Gazette, the 
official public record for bankrupts, 
after a petition was filed in January 
and heard in the High Court earlier 
this month. 

Smethwick-born Hughes declined 
to comment. 


It's a fairytale ending 
for abandoned dog Elsa 


Cousins Sophia Freeman, left, and Philippa Haywood with Elsa, who was close to death when she was found 


AN abandoned dog found close to 
death at a Black Country nature re¬ 
serve has brought happiness to a 
grieving mother and daughter. 

French mastiff Elsa almost did not make it 
when she was discovered alone and almost fro¬ 
zen at Corngreaves Nature Reserve in Cradley 
Heath at the end of last year. 

Birmingham’s Animal House charity got the 
call to help and staff were shocked at the state 
of the dog, who was given the name Elsa, after 
one of the characters in the film Frozen. 

She weighed about 17kg, and was skin and 
bones, but animal rescuers took her in and nur¬ 
tured her back to health. Her story was shared 
online and Elsa soon attracted a celebrity fol¬ 
lowing - with more than 400 people venturing 
along to see her at a ‘meet and greet’ event 
at Your Vets in Smethwick. And after going 
back and forth between foster homes, Elsa 
has now finally found her forever home with 
Louise Haywood and her 25-year-old daughter 
Philippa, in Northfields, Birmingham. 

Settled 

Elsa, thought to be about four years old, has 
quickly settled in with her new owners, as well 
as new feline friends Daisy and Fifi and rescue 
sheepdog Fluff. Philippa and Louise revealed 
how Elsa’s arrival helped cure their broken 
hearts after two of their beloved pets died 
within three months of each other. 

Philippa said: “We suffered two tragic losses 
within 12 weeks of each other - our bull mas¬ 
tiffs Juno and Ivan, both aged four. 

“It left us heartbroken. We had watched El¬ 
sa’s story and she came to us to foster after not 
getting along with the previous fosterer’s dog. 
And we didn’t want her to leave. 

“It’s like she’s always been here - she has 
brought the family so much love and laughter.” 

Louise, aged 57, said Elsa loved to rest and 
would often disappear at about 10pm to sleep 
in one of the beds upstairs. She also revealed 
how Elsa loves walks, and chasing after tennis 
balls. Louise’s niece Sophia, who lives nearby, 
also said: “I see her every day and we walk with 
my dog too.It brings tears of joy to see Elsa 
happy and my family smile again.” 


The healthy French mastiff, who loves to play 


Elsa seen shortly after she was abandoned 




NEWS IN BRIEF 

Driver is charged 
over crash death 

AN electrician has been charged over 
the death of a mother in a car crash 
near her home in Lower Gornal. 

Vikki Jones, aged 30, died following 
the incident in Wood Road in Lower 
Gornal in September. 

Tyler Kendall, 22, of Whitebeam 
Close, Lower Gornal, has been 
charged with causing death by dan¬ 
gerous driving. He has also been 
charged with failing to stop after a 
road accident. Kendall will appear 
before Walsall magistrates on April 4. 

Following Ms Jones’ death, a vigil 
was held by members of the commu¬ 
nity and there were calls for road 
safety measures. 

Talent show is 
now on Sunday 

A TALENT show that fell victim to 
last weekend’s snow has been re-ar¬ 
ranged for this weekend. 

Halesowen’s Got Talent should 
have been held in Benjamin’s in Bir¬ 
mingham Street last Sunday. 

The competition, which is being 
held for the first time, will now take 
place on Sunday, March 25, from 1pm 
to 6pm. There is a £150 prize for the 
winner. 

The winner and runner-up will also 
be invited to perform at the town’s 
annual carnival and music festival on 
July 7. 

Business park at 
heart of new zone 

DUDLEY is set for an economic boost 
as council bosses were yesterday 
(Wednesday) discussing plans for a 
new business estate, as part of the 
DY5 Enterprise Zone. 

A Local Development Order (LDO) 
for Blackbrook Valley in Brierley Hill 
could be rolled out on April 1 if Dudley 
Council’s cabinet approved the plans. 

The LDO would run for 10 years 
and make it easier for businesses to 
set up there by simplifying the plan¬ 
ning process. 

Blackbrook Valley is a key site in 
the DY5 Enterprise Zone. 

Artist is remembered 
at art gallery display 

AN art gallery and studios is staging 
an exhibition by a late local artist. 

A Ewart Chapman’s Black Coun¬ 
try industrial and portrait work is on 
show at The Art Yard in Reddal Hill 
Road, Cradley Heath, until April 14. 

His painting and sketch work is 
based on Black Country industry and 
local characters he met. 

Mr Chapman also founded Chap¬ 
man’s Electrical in Cradley Heath in 
1925. 
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Adult Cut 
£6 

Full Colour 
Eyebrow Wax 
Cut&Blowdry 
Short Hair £35 

Skin Fade 
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Unit L20, Lower Mall (Next to Poundland) Merry Hill Centre, Brierley Hill DY51SH. 
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4 £32m revamp 
under way at 
business park 

A CEREMONY has marked the start of 
work on a multi-million pound scheme to 
build new industrial units in Tipton. 

Halesowen-based A&H Construction has 
been appointed by developers CEG to de¬ 
liver the revamp of Vaughan Park, a £32 
million scheme it is hoped will create up to 
1,000 jobs. 

CEG has secured planning permission 
from Sandwell Council to build five in¬ 
dustrial units totalling 80,000 sq ft. The 
scheme involves flattening most of the ex¬ 
isting buildings on land neighbouring the 
Thomas Dudley foundry and CAB Autos 
factory. 

Further work on the 28-acre site could 
see the business park expanded to 500,000 
sq ft of industrial and warehouse space. 

At a ceremony to break ground and mark 
the start of construction work, Sandwell’s 
regeneration cabinet member, Councillor 
Paul Moore, said it was encouraging to see 
another speculative commercial develop¬ 
ment taking place in the borough. 

He said: “There is no doubt that Sandwell 
offers businesses wishing to expand and 
grow a chance to move to an area at the 
forefront of industry, with established sup¬ 
ply chains, great access to the motorway 
network as well as a highly skilled work¬ 
force.” 

A&H Construction started work on the 
site last week and units will be ready later 
this year. 

Audition afternoon as 
theatre group recruits 

WOLVERHAMPTON Musical Comedy 
Company is looking for recruits when it 
holds an open audition at the Dormston 
Centre in Sedgley on Sunday afternoon 
from 1 to 4. Places are available for over 
16s, email hollywhitemuscom@gmail.com 
or call 07920011740. 



A dress and the patterns it was made to A stylish period hat There is always something that needs ironing 


Claire’s got history all sewn up 


FROM a chainmaker in 
the forge to a barmaid at 
the Bottle and Glass - it’s 
seamstress Claire Dolman’s 
job to help bring the Black 
Country Living Museum’s 
costumed characters to life. 

Behind the scenes, Claire and her 
team of six volunteers are hard at 


work creating authentic-looking out¬ 
fits for around 200 staff. 

“The clothes are an important part 
of the story that we are trying to tell 
at the museum so we want them to 
be the best they can be and look cor¬ 
rect for the period we are focusing 
on,” says Claire, who has worked at 
the attraction for almost four years. 

Each costume is thoroughly re¬ 
searched by the team who will look at 


what someone of that age and class 
would have been wearing at the time, 
paying attention to all the details. 

“It’s easy to get influenced by what 
is fashionable now but we need to 
look at the colours and prints that 
would have been around then,” says 
41-year-old Claire, from Wolver¬ 
hampton, who uses a combination of 
original patterns, photographs and 
tailors’ books from the period. 


The museum’s collection of origi¬ 
nal clothing is also used to guide the 
team and then can also use them to 
make a pattern to create a replica 
garment. Materials such as wool and 
cotton come from a range of suppliers 
but sometimes inspiration will strike 
when Claire is out and about. 

“I found a duvet cover in Primark 
with a flower print that was spot-on 
for 1880s-style dress. As soon as I 


saw it, I knew I had seen something 
like it before from that period. I was 
pleased with how the dress turned 
out and it only took a day-and-a- 
half,” says Claire, who has always 
enjoyed sewing as a hobby. 

Hats had always proved a chal¬ 
lenge but Claire has taken a milli¬ 
nery course to help hone her skills. 
Claire also runs a knitting club at the 
museum. 


BETTA BUILDINGS 



SHEP1 • GARAGES ♦ GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 



The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 


Summer 

Houses 



Delivered & Fitted 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £1657 


Fitting service available 


Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed ft j 

from Llo/1 


* Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * Free Qi 

notations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 

Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 

Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 

BETTA 

1 BUILDINGS 

u 


Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 

Independent Family Funeral Directors Est. 1909 J.E.W. Flickton & Sons 


24 Hour Service in all areas. 

Home Visits & Arrangements 
Payment Plans and DWP Social Help 
Simple Low Cost Funeral Options 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Modern & Classic Funeral Vehicles 
Professionally Trained Staff 
Horse Drawn & Motorcycle Hearse 
Worldwide Repatriation 


With over 100 years experience we feel we are best placed to help you, and your family at your time of need. 

We have modern and inviting funeral homes that will feel like your own home. 
Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers and directors will guide you through the process at your time and convenience. 
We are happy to visit you at home or in our offices, to discuss pre paid funeral plans or an at need funeral arrangement. 



Under the personal attention of Trevor, Ross, Greg & Jodie Hickton, 
along with our professionally trained team of staff. 

"Let Our Family, Look After Yours" 


Whitmore House, 
8-11 Lower High Street 
Cradley Heath B64 5AB 

24 Mrs 01384 569569 




www.TEWHickton.co.uk 


36-38, Windmill Hill, 
Colley Gate 
Halesowen B63 2BZ 
24 Mrs: 01384 636606 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

fPBl Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm r 

[■"*■] www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


















































































£90k role is 
aiming to 
save money 

A £90,000-a-year officer is set to be 
hired by a Black Country council - 
and tasked with delivering millions of 
pounds worth of savings. 

Cash-strapped Dudley Council are 
looking to bring in the high-earning 
commercial chief to lead its cost-cut- 
ting strategy. The authority is aiming 
to save £15 million by shaking up the 
way it buys goods and services. 

Bosses said the new top officer 
would make the local authority more 
‘commercially savvy and efficient’. 
But opposition councillors warned 
they would be ‘keeping a close eye’ on 
the new post to ensure it was deliver¬ 
ing value for money. 

Council leader Patrick Harley said: 
“This is a very exciting and impor¬ 
tant move for us as we look to make 
this authority more commercially 
savvy and efficient than ever before. 
The person coming in will specifically 
be tasked with making significant 
savings. We are around 90 per cent 
self-sufficient, which means we rely 
less on Government subsidy but this 
is about closing that gap even further. 

“The people who benefit from that 
in the long run are the taxpayers of 
this borough.” 

Councillor Pete Lowe, leader of the 
council’s Labour group, said: “We 
need to make sure that it is good value 
for money. We will be keeping a very 
close eye on this post.” 

TV's Black Books star 
Dylan has a Brum date 

DOWNBEAT comedian Dylan Moran 
is returning to Birmingham on a new 
tour. The Black Books TV star will 
come to the region on his Dr Cosmos 
tour, heading to 41 UK venues. 

He is set to offer his unique take on 
love, politics, misery and the everyday 
absurdities of life at the New Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre, Birmingham, on Septem¬ 
ber 22. 


Concern as more young men 
carry knives 'for protection' 


Northern pub chain steams into region 



An artist’s impression of the new bar as The Head of Steam pub chain is coming to Birmingham city centre 


A NORTH Eastern brewery chain is 
heading south and opening a new pub 
in the heart of Birmingham. 

Camerons Brewery is opening one 
of its Head of Steam pubs in Temple 
Street, in the city centre. 

Specialist business property adviser 
Christie & Co has completed the acqui¬ 
sition of the vacant unit for the brew¬ 
ery which is looking to expand its pub 
chain. 

It currently has pubs in such cities 


as Newcastle, Leeds, Hull, Liverpool 
and Sheffield. 

Close to Grand Central station, 
Temple Street is near the business 
district and the shopping hub. 

The pub will be based in a ground 
floor unit of Somerset House, an art 
deco building which also provides 
office space on the property’s upper 
floors. Mick Hill, Head of Property & 
Acquisitions, Camerons Brewery Ltd, 
said: “We have a long relationship 


with Christie & Co and are delighted 
to have secured a prime site in Bir¬ 
mingham City Centre.” 

Joshua Sullivan, Business Agent at 
Christie & Co, who handled the pur¬ 
chase commented: “This is a great 
move for Camerons Brewery in devel¬ 
oping its The Head of Steam group of 
pubs and we are pleased to have been 
able to support the purchase and con¬ 
tinue our ongoing relationship with 
them.” 


MORE than 1,600 people were cautioned or sentenced for 
carrying knives and offensive weapons in the West Midlands 
and Staffordshire in one year. 

Police say most of the people caught last year were young men aged 
15 to 19 who claimed they were carrying the weapons for protection. 

The number penalised for possession peaked over the two regions last year 
- with a total of 1,673 offenders - according to figures from the Home Office, 
the highest in the last eight years. The - 


level dropped to 1,184 in 2014 but has 
since steadily risen. 

It brings into question the success of 
recent Government legislation, which 
sees people given a mandatory prison 
sentence when caught possessing a 
knife for a second time. 

The Chronicle’s sister newspaper 
the Express & Star is campaigning 
for offenders not to be given a second 
chance. 

Superintendent Ian Parnell said: 
“The consequences of carrying knives 
can be catastrophic. 

“We’ve seen people suffer very se¬ 
rious injuries, while offenders can ex¬ 
pect to spend many years behind bars. 

Shocking 

“If we look at the level of knife 
crime across the area we can see that 
although the statistics have increased 
recently - mirroring the national pic¬ 
ture - it comes following a considera¬ 
ble decline leading up to the last few 
years.There is still much work to do. 

“The people we find most often in 
possession of a knife in public are 
young men aged between 15 and 19. 

“A common excuse we hear is that 
it’s for their ‘protection’ but that is 
a total fallacy and it’s shocking how 
many times young men are seriously 
hurt by the very knife they are carry¬ 
ing.” 


Merger is 
bid to speed 
up adoption 

A NEW approach and website for 
people looking to adopt in the Black 
Country has been launched. 

Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton are coming together 
to create a new regional adoption 
agency, adoption@heart. The launch 
of the new website is the first part of 
the process. 

A number of events will be held 
during March across the Black Coun¬ 
try where people will be able to find 
out more about adoption. 

Although the four authorities have 
worked together for more than ten 
years to deliver some adoption ser¬ 
vices, the new agency will combine 
existing services to speed up the adop¬ 
tion process and reduce the amount of 
time it takes to find permanent fami¬ 
lies for children. 

Visit www.adoptionheart.org.uk or 
call the free adoption helpline on 0800 
073 0597. 



LlaLii Uid liHSUl 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Windows?!Doors 


Prangeriesj jPorches 
and Soffit (Boards! 


■ MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 

FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 

Visit one of the largest : 

conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 

Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 

Repair Service 
Available 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Badger cull 
issue is not 
all black 
and white 


UNSURPRISINGLY, public opinion is di¬ 
vided over plans to extend the badger 
cull to include Staffordshire. 

On the one hand, the animal rights ac¬ 
tivists say that the mass killing of wildlife 
is barbaric and unscientific. On the other 
are the farmers, who say that thousands 
more cattle will have to be slaughtered 
unless something is done about bovine 
TB which is being spread by badgers. 

Experience tells me it’s wise to sit on 
the fence with this one. That’s the trouble 
with badgers. It’s never a black and white 
issue. 

■ ■■ 

LET’S get this right. West Midlands 
Police no longer has police stations in 
Walsall and Dudley, two of the biggest 
towns in the force area. It is also planning 
to shut down a further 24 stations, which 
will leave many of our suburban and vil¬ 
lage communities without a base, saving 
the force an estimated £5 million a year. 

Police and crime commissioner David 
Jamieson says the cuts are necessary 
to protect the number of officers as the 
force faces a squeeze on finances. 

“It’s important to remember policing is 
about people not buildings,” he says. 

I was almost convinced. But then we 
get the bombshell that they are planning 
to spend £56 million on refurbishing the 
police stations in Wolverhampton and 
West Bromwich, as well as completely 
redeveloping the one at Brierley Hill. 

I’m sure these new-look police sta¬ 
tions will be very nice, but I can’t help 
but think that anybody who gets beaten 
up, mugged or stabbed in the centre of 
Walsall or Dudley would prefer a police 
station within walking distance. Even if it 
hasn’t had a refurb. 

■ ■■ 

WHAT is it with kids today? According 
to a survey, they are turning their back on 
alcohol and bingeing instead on coffee. 

One in five millennials describes them¬ 
selves as teetotal, and those that do drink 
average just two-and-a-half pints a week. 
Which explains why there were 6,000 pub 
closures between 2011 and 2016, and 
2,000 new coffee shops opening over the 
same time. I suppose that is a good thing, 
but I do wonder about this generation. 

They wander around, headphones in 
the ears, oblivious to what is going on 
around them; bottle of water in the one 
and mobile phone in the other. And their 
idea of a good time involves sitting in 
Starbucks quaffing bucket-sized mugs of 
extra-strong coffee, often glued to their 
computer screens. Probably posting stuff 
on Twitter about Brexit or something. 

Their parents must be tearing their hair 
out, hoping they will grow out of it. 


As the new ‘Millionaire’ host Clarkson gets some tips 



Stephen Hawking - admired, cherished 
and respected by so many millions 



Jeremy Clarkson - back on TV after 
altercation ended his BBC career 



Vince Cable - says many older folk who 
opted for Brexit, “driven by nostalgia” 


Best advice Jeremy: 
Watch what you say 


AS part of his readmission to terrestrial televi¬ 
sion and civilised society, Jeremy Clarkson is to 
be the new host of Who Wants to be a Million¬ 
aire (ITV). In view of the unpleasant altercation 
with a producer which ended his BBC career, 
the great and good have been queueing up to 
offer the former Top Gear presenter advice. If 
Clarkson can avoid shouting “You lazy Irish — 
!” at Celtic colleagues and punching them in the 
mouth, that’ll help. 

SO farewell, Stephen Hawking. Never in the 
field of modern science has one man been so 
admired, cherished and respected by so many 
millions of people who hadn’t a clue what he 
was on about. 

I AM taken to task for suggesting that in 
Black Country dialect, Barclays Bank might be 
pronounced “bonk.” A reader insists that while 
“bonk” would be used to describe a hill or steep 
rise, a high-street bank is “bank.” To make 
things entirely clear, he adds that “bankers “ is 
pronounced as “ them robbdoggin’ piggantin’ 
wammels.” I am much obliged. 

VINCE Cable says many older folk who opt¬ 
ed for Brexit, “were driven by a nostalgia for a 
world where passports were blue, faces were 
white and the world was coloured imperial 
pink.” Really? And how many older citizens has 
the Lib-Dem leader interviewed to arrive at this 
curious conclusion? Might it not be that older 
voters remember voting for a free-trade area 
of six nations, ended up in a superstate of 27 
countries and decided this was no place for 
the UK to be? To lump all Brexit voters into the 
white-face, pink-map brigade is as foolish as 
suggesting that young people voted Remain 
because they’re all a bunch of wimps, frit to 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES V 


death of change and terrified by a challenge. 
Clearly, a ludicrous notion. 

I REFERRED recently to the strange names 
used in television crime dramas. (Cormoran 
Strike, Kip Glaspie, etc) Walking past a canal I 
noticed the site where chemical toilets are dis¬ 
charged. What a great name for a detective it 
would make. Introducing Elsan Point. 

THIS eternally slow spring reminds me of a 
conversation with an old chap on the harbour 
wall at Axmouth some years ago when the rain 
was hammering down from a leaden March sky 
rather like this week’s. “Summer must come,” 
he intoned with a wise smile. That year, it didn’t. 

AFTER campaigns, such as March4Women, 
NotMyJob and International Women’s Day, I am 
made shamefully aware how many women seem 
to be desperately unhappy about the unfairness 
of being female and, presumably, think being a 
bloke is much easier. I am therefore delighted to 
announce the Tofad Programme. It is inspired 
by the “empathy bellies” worn by some caring, 
considerate men who want to know how it feels 
to be pregnant, and hobble around wearing a 
padded suit with a weighted, swollen abdomen. 
Under the Tofad Programme, women can be¬ 
come a man for 24 hours. Firstly, they will be 
surgically equipped with a fully functioning male 
thingy. Next, they will get a large injection of tes¬ 
tosterone which will not only make the thingy 
work, but also make them fantasise about sex 


20 times a day which is apparently the average 
for a young male (in later life one’s thoughts 
turn to flatpack). And then, perked up by the 
male hormone and equipped with this curious 
appendage which cannot decide whether it’s a 
battering ram or the last turkey in the shop, they 
will be released into society. 

I BELIEVE women would come away from 
the Tofad (Todger For A Day) experience with 
a much better understanding of the male of the 
species. They might come to see men not as 
rampaging beasts but as models of restraint. 
On the other hand, they may thoroughly enjoy 
the experience and refuse to hand back the 
equipment. The NHS has the devil of a job get¬ 
ting old crutches back, so you can imagine the 
problem. 

WAS anyone else of a certain age surprised 
by the oft-repeated safety warnings from the 
gunpowder makers in Lucy Worsley’s Fireworks 
for a Tudor Queen (BBC4) ? When I were a lad, 
you could buy a chemistry set at your local toy 
shop which not only contained the ingredients 
for gunpowder but also the instructions on how 
to blend it. While the Beeb’s experts mixed gun¬ 
powder cautiously with a non-metallic stirrer, 
we merrily whisked ours up with a teaspoon. It 
really is amazing that so many men now draw¬ 
ing a pension have a full complement of fingers 
and toes. 

STILL on weapons of mass destruction, how 
strange it is that the NHS, which is constantly 
wagging its finger and warning us of the long¬ 
term dangers of booze and baccy, waited a 
week before suggesting it might be an idea for 
people close to the Salisbury nerve-agent at¬ 
tack to wash their clothes. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Blink and 
all our city 
shops will 
be gone... 

Years ago when my daughter was small 
I would make a lot of her clothes. I always 
found sewing quite relaxing. 

Nothing complicated, just simple little 
dresses in fun material. She loved them. 
But I remember when her age sudden¬ 
ly - it seemed that way to me as her 
mother - went into double figures she 
asked that instead of home-made could 
she shop with her friends and go to the 
‘teenage clothes shops’. This was not so 
much to buy, but more to check out the 
latest fashions and have a giggle with her 
friends. That was when ‘going into town’ 
was a fun day out. 

How things have changed over the 
years and sadly now quicker than ever. 
So many stores seem to be struggling 
and numerous branches closing down. 
For years we have worried about empty 
shops in Wolverhampton but if the big 
chains like New Look and Debenhams, 
are struggling what hope is there for the 
small independent shops? 

I know internet shopping has tak¬ 
en over our lives, why not buy sitting at 
home on the settee with your tablet on 
your knee? But surely this takes the fun 
out of looking for and trying on garments. 

Go into many town or city centres to¬ 
day and the number of people shopping 
is low, although there always seems to be 
plenty feeding their faces in the seeming¬ 
ly endless number of food outlets. 

With grandchildren now I looked 
around for a shop to buy some material 
for a fancy dress costume. Where have all 
the shops gone that sell this sort of thing? 

Yes Wolverhampton market on a Tues¬ 
day has always been great for material 
but a long trek in a lunch hour. Hopefully 
when it moves closer to the city centre 
that will help. The same with food shop¬ 
ping. There are no large food stores in the 
Mander Centre where you can pick up a 
shop. Iceland stepped into the breach af¬ 
ter Tesco closed and now stocks a wider 
range admittedly but apart from that, one 
has to use the bus or car to travel out of 
the city. 

All the major stores now seem to be 
based on retail parks, very useful as 
parking is easy. And maybe that is a big 
part of the problem. I work in the city cen¬ 
tre but if not would I actually drive into 
Wolverhampton and find somewhere to 
park to do my shopping when many of 
the things I am looking for are no longer 
there? I don’t think so. 

And if I want a coffee - they are expen¬ 
sive - sorry to be mean but I would have 
one at home before I shop. Yes the inter¬ 
net is great but our town and city centres 
are slowly dying. Blink and they will be 
gone. Such a shame. 

SUEATTWATER 










































Big business destroys towns not homeless 


I MUST take issue with Stephen Fel¬ 
lows’ recent letter headed ‘Time to get 
tough on homeless’, which relates to 
an issue close to my heart. 

My father inherited a thriving 
newsagents, tobacconist and grocery 
business in Tipton having returned 
from France and Germany in 1945. He 
would start work before 6am, snatch¬ 
ing lunch and dinner when he could 
and closed the shop at 8pm. He would 
then count the takings and work on the 
accounts for several hours, working six 
days per week. 


He didn’t get a holiday with his fam¬ 
ily for 15 years. He and mother had 
four children and two elderly ailing 
parents to look after. 

Self-service stores began to flourish 
and despite dad’s best efforts, the busi¬ 
ness had to close. Dad wept because he 
had no money to buy Christmas pre¬ 
sents for us. 

We lived at the shop, so we could no 
longer live there. It was only by the 
grace of a sympathetic councillor that 
we managed to get a council house, 


otherwise dad would have become Dudley 


homeless and the family would have 
been split up. 

This mirrors the decline of the Dud¬ 
ley shopping centre which Stephen Fel¬ 
lows blames on the homeless. 

Misfortune can befall anyone, forcing 
them into poverty and homelessness. It 
is the greed of the conglomerates and 
the massive shopping centres that de¬ 
stroy town centres. 

The homeless are the victims, not 
the cause. 

MICHAEL CLIFF 


Should not LETTERS TO THE EDITOR What’cha 

Gonna Do 
About It 


encourage 

beggars 

I SUPPORT Stephen Fel¬ 
lows of Sedgley who stat¬ 
ed ‘Is it not time that the 
council and police get tough 
on the homeless people tak¬ 
ing over our doorways and 
towns.’ 

I counted five allegedly 
homeless people in Stour¬ 
bridge complete with their 
litter of beds spread over the 
footpath which people had 
to walk around. On speak¬ 
ing to one I was told if I was 
not going to give him some 
money then I could **** off. 
Another I saw getting into a 
car to have a smoke. 

I take it all these peo¬ 
ple are on benefits of some 
sort, so why do they have 
to downgrade and leave lit¬ 
ter in our towns and cities, 
much to the affront of local 
people and visitors alike ? 

Well said Mr Fellows of 
Sedgley, I willingly give to 
local charities but never di¬ 
rectly to these people as it 
just encourages begging on 
our streets. 

ALAN THOMAS 
Stourbridge 


POST 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accur¬ 
acy of a story, write to The Editor, 

Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Town already has at 
least 11CCTV cameras 

WHY are Halesowen BID and Councillor Bills asking for 
CCTV cameras in Halesowen Town? 

I walked around the town on Tuesday and counted 11 
cameras. 

Four are on the High St, including one right outside the 
William Shenstone pub looking at the entrance doors. 

Ten of these cameras are 360 degree PTZ (pan, tilt, 
zoom) and one fixed view at the bus station crossing. 

Whilst one does not now expect 24 hour monitoring, they 
must still be recording and will have a rolling 30 day re¬ 
cording schedule. Can we be assured that these cameras 
are still working and data from them is recorded? 

PETER ASH 

Retired CCTV engineer, Halesowen 


I’M a writer and musician, 
finishing a detailed book 
about The Small Faces on 
tour 1965-1969. 

I’m looking to speak with 
fans who remember a gig 
on March 18, 1967 at The 
Gaumont in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. On the bill were Roy 
Orbison, The Small Faces, 
Paul and Barry Ryan, Sonny 
Child and TNT, The Set¬ 
tlers and The Robb Storme 
Group. 

There have been some 
big-hitting musicians in¬ 
volved with interviews so 
far including Jon Anderson 
(Yes) Simon Kirke (Free), 
Arthur Brown and Nick 
Lowe. 

I’m interested to hear 
of any stories or anecdotes 
relating to any of the above 
acts, in particular The Small 
Faces. Although the event 
took place over 50 years ago, 
I’m sure there’ll be someone 
who has a story to tell. Hope 
you can help. 

GUY MOWBRAY 

Sheffield 

mowbrayguyOl @gmail. 
com 


Hagley Kite hens 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care 



"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Waiters, Hasbury 

^'Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, i 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 



Guaranteed unbeatable on price 

www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INST**. ..ON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring ...Supply 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! ont Y 

1 _ *** _ - _ 

Yr ASC!AS ^SOFFITS VbUTTERING 

• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 

It /TU Y3 to be 


INLITEN 

BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 


From Only 


...Supply 


only 



6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 



... including 
Fitting AND VAT! ^ 


»*/ u Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 





HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 
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We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? 
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© Top Quality A Rated 

Products At Great!Rnces 

No 

© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


© No Deposit Required 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 



WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 



































Cheryl lost 15 stone but 
didn't give up curry 


AT her heaviest she was tip¬ 
ping the scales at almost 25 
stone filling up on piles of 
cheese and onion sandwich¬ 
es, takeaways and jars of 
peanut butter. 

Now mother-of-two Cheryl Rob¬ 
erts, from Stourbridge, is half the 
woman she used to be after losing 
15 stone - and all without ditch¬ 
ing her beloved curries too. 

The 39-year-old Gig Mill Primary 
School dinner lady decided to start 
shedding the pounds properly in 2014 
joining a slimming group and hitting 
the gym. 

In just four years she now looks a 
different woman and is down to 10 
stone and a dress size 8, or 10 depend¬ 
ing on the shop. 

It is a far cry from when Cheryl was 
almost a size 30 and would dread going 
shopping for clothes at Merry Hill. 

In the past the former Ridgewood 
High School pupil said she used to love 
filling up on her favourite cheese and 
onion sandwiches and peanut butter. 

And when out drinking she would 
down pints of cider followed by take¬ 
aways late at night. 

Curry 

But now her diet consists of home¬ 
made healthy curries and she has 
switched from pints of cider to slim¬ 
line gin and tonics. 

Mrs Roberts said: “For breakfast I 
would smother peanut butter on four 
rounds of white bread every morning.” 

“I did used to like going out for a 
drink but I knew I couldn’t carry on 
drinking eight or nine pints of cider a 
night.” 

With the support of her two sons 
Jack, 15, and Max, 11, Cheryl lost five 
stone by hitting the gym at the Fitness 



Then - Cheryl Roberts used to 
weigh almost 25 stone 

Factory in Wollaston before joining 
Slimming World in 2014. 

She hit double figures in weight loss 
after being with the Norton group for 
two years and battling through an un¬ 
deractive thyroid to hit the overall 15 
stone loss. 

The hard work was recognised when 
she was nominated as a candidate for 
Slimming World’s Consultant Slimmer 
of the Year 2018 competition - which 


And now - Cheryl has lost 15 stone 
and looks a different woman 

later saw her attend the semi-finals at 
the club’s head office in Derbyshire in 
February. 

Cheryl was presented with a certif¬ 
icate and a glass trophy by Slimming 
World’s CEO Caryl Richards. 

She now supports 45 others on their 
own weight loss journeys at the Slim¬ 
ming World group in Norton, which 
she now runs. 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 
email: info@starkeyelectrical.co.uk www.starkeyelectrical/co.uk 0121 423 3883 


AS SEEN ON =ivj2G 


• For all your electrical needs in your home, garden, 
driveway or office/retail premises 

• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 

• Competitive prices/FREE quotations 

• Energy saving LED Lighting 

• Fuseboard replacements 

• Rewiring 

• Landlord Certification 

• General electrical maintenance 

• Supply/install of electric roller shutter garage doors 

• Electric heating systems 

• Inspection & testing 

• Shower upgrades 

• CCTV & intruder alarms 
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SALE NOW ON 


mr** 




UP TO 50 % 
SELECTED KITCHE 


the 

Kitchen Centre 



2 Albert Road, Birmingham B17 OAN 

Tel: 0121 681 5553 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm 
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Ten are charged over alleged 
drone drug smuggling plot 


TEN people - including several from the Black Country - 
have been charged over an alleged plot to smuggle drugs 
and phones into prisons using drones. 

HMP Oakwood and Featherstone near Wolverhampton and HMP 
Birmingham, known locally as Winson Green Prison, were among 
those allegedly targeted to fly in contraband. 

The eight men and two women have been charged with three counts of con¬ 
spiracy to supply drugs, psychoactive 


See old forge 
press running 
as mill opens 

AN historic watermill near Stour¬ 
bridge is opening for the first time 
this year. 

Churchill Forge at the village of 
Churchill, near Hagley, will open on 
Easter Monday. 

New for this year is the forge press, 
which will be demonstrated through¬ 
out the afternoon between 2pm and 
5pm. 

The press was made in 1926 by 
well-known Black Country engineers 
Higgins and Son of Lye. Weighing 
more than four tons, it is described as 
very impressive when running. 

There has been a forge on the site 
since before 1800. The forge made 
hand tools such as spades and forks 
and ladles and was in use until 1969. 
Today it is a small industrial museum. 

There are also two working water¬ 
wheels, both 17 foot in diameter, from 
the 1800s. Visit churchillforge.org.uk 
for more information. 


substances and banned items. It is 
claimed the group used drones to drop 
the consignments over prison walls. 

All 10 were arrested during raids as 
part of an investigation by the West 
Midlands Regional Prison Investiga¬ 
tion Team in Birmingham. 

Those charged are: Paul Payne, aged 
33, of Broad Street, Coseley; Callum 
McDonough, 25, from Shenley Field 
Road, Northfield, Birmingham; Shane 
Hadlington, 29, from Sycamore Lodge, 
Oldbury; Hannah Williams, 34, from 
Horton Street, Tipton; Stella Deakin, 
40, in Boundary Hill, Dudley; Rich¬ 
ard Harrabin, 27, from Perton Grove, 
Weoley Castle. Birmingham; Jake 
Blewitt, 20, from Highfield Road, Tip- 
ton; Dwayne Tinker, 20, of Lindridge 
Drive, Minworth, Sutton Coldfield; 
Ryan Greaves, 21, from Kimberley 
Walk, Minworth; and Robert Morris, 
43, from Sedgley Road West, Tipton 

They are alleged to have been in¬ 
volved in an operation which saw up 
to 90 consignments of drugs, plus 
phones and SIM cards dropped over 
prison walls between April 2016 and 
June last year. 

Prisons targeted were HMP Bir¬ 
mingham in Winson Green; HMP 
Oakwood and Featherstone; Worces¬ 
tershire’s HMP Hewell; HMP Risley 
in Warrington; HMP Wymott in Lan¬ 
cashire and HMP Liverpool. 


It’s a yes from me - Andy gets approval 



Which is which? - Simon Cowell and Dudley’s Andy Monk have met 


A GRANDFATHER who has been reg¬ 
ularly mistaken for Simon Cowell for 
the past 16 years admits he is asked 
for selfies and autographs on a daily 
basis. 

Andy Monk, aged 59, has been con¬ 
fused with the famous music mogul 
and TV talent judge since 2002, when 
Cowell first gained fame for his ap¬ 
pearances on Pop Idol. 

Since then, Andy is taken for the 
star on a daily basis with ‘fans’ stop¬ 
ping him for selfies and autographs 
wherever he goes. 

Even his grandson, William, aged 
four, shouts ‘grandad’ at the televi¬ 
sion when Cowell is seen on Britain’s 
Got Talent. Andy admits he now goes 
along with it so people are not disap¬ 
pointed. 

Andy, from Dudley, said: “For over 
10 years now I’ve been mistaken for 
Simon, but I never saw it at first. It 
started because my friends would 
always comment that I looked like 
Simon, but now I get it from strangers 
every day. Every time I go shopping 
I get stopped by people and even if 
it’s not for a photo or an autograph, 
I get whispers of ‘oh look, it’s Simon 
Cowell’. 

“One of the times I met Simon he 
gave me the ‘100 per cent approval’, 
so that really boosted my confidence.” 

The part-time DJ has attended mul¬ 
tiple events as a Simon Cowell looka- 
like and even met his wife Rose Cook 
Monk, 48, when she was acting as a 
Debbie Harry tribute. 


Land swap 
for museum 
car park plan 

A NEW car park will be built at the 
Black Country Living Museum as 
part of its bid to attract thousands 
more visitors. 

Extra spaces will be created at the 
attraction on Tipton Road following a 
land swap deal with Dudley Council. 

Museum bosses have been keen to 
free up more room in order to provide 
extra space for vehicles at the popu¬ 
lar attraction, which is set for major 
growth over the next decade as it 
adds a 1960s zone to its Victorian and 
1930s attractions. 

Council bosses have agreed in prin¬ 
ciple to hand over the land to allow the 
car park to go ahead and it was due to 
be approved yesterday (Wednesday). 

In return, the museum will give the 
council a 1.5 acre patch of land it owns 
near to the recently approved Very 
Light Rail development and close to 
where the extension to the Metro line 
from Wednesbury to Brierley Hill will 
run. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
is hoping to attract an extra 200,000 
visitors a year once its expansion is 
complete. 

The £10 million project will see the 
museum grow in size by about a third 
and involve the creation of a new post¬ 
war town. Several iconic buildings, 
including the old West Bromwich Gas 
Showroom and Dudley’s Woodside Li¬ 
brary, are being rebuilt there. 


TV expert is to give 
talk about wildlife 

A TV wildlife expert is to give a talk in 
South Staffordshire later this month. 

Kate MacRae, who has appeared 
on Countryfile, Springwatch and Au- 
tumnwatch, will give a talk entitled 
Create Springwatch in your Garden 
on March 29 at 7.30pm at Worn- 
bourne Community Centre, hosted by 
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust. Admis¬ 
sion is £2. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

LIFE...NEW LIFE 


For these patients our procedures have been life changing. Could this be what you need in 2018? 



A TTRACTIVE, confident and with a contagious 
laugh - that’s professional chef, Jacky Standish. 

Looking younger than her 57 years, Jacky has recently 
drawn up an unusual “bucket list”, though she’s quick to 
point out: “I’m not dying.” 

For Jacky, who was so ashamed of her teeth she walked 
her dog at 5am to avoid meeting people, clever dentistry 
at North Street has marked a new life chapter, punctu¬ 
ated with a list of the all places she’s only dreamed of 
dining. 

The former chef and house manager at Hagley Hall 
has undergone a major transformation after gum disease 
ruined her smile, confidence and her ability to chew 
properly. 

Now, with four implants retaining an upper over¬ 
denture and a partial lower traditional prosthetic, she’s 
thrilled with her new look. “My jaw is sore from smil¬ 
ing so much. No-one would ever know they are not my 
natural teeth,” she says. 


W HEN Theresa Reardon from London set out 
to fix a longstanding dental problem she never 
imagined it would take a lifetime’s search before find¬ 
ing the answer in Dudley. 

Even a trip as a dental tourist to Budapest failed to help 
the 82-year-old. 

After a lifetime of denture troubles, it was during a vis¬ 
it to a friend at Wolverhampton she found fresh hope in 
a newspaper article. For eight years the former Queen’s 
Household domestic kept the cutting about the work of 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS Eng GDC 108353. 

“I read it over and over again, then one day booked an 
appointment,” she recalls. 

“I could never bite an apple - the bottom denture was 
all over the place - but the day I had my new dentures I 
went out and had a steak. Steven has done for me what 
no other dentist has. It’s been a long time coming, I’m so 
grateful that I don’t have to put my hand over my mouth 
any more.” 


M EETING Vicki Ball is all about the smiles - lots 
of them and she’s gushing with the praise about 
her new smile. 

A retired community midwife, who was based in 
Wordsley, the bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to 
affirm: “I love my new teeth.” 

Adding, “you can’t tell they’re not my own,” Vicki 
admits her smile has not always been her favourite at¬ 
tribute. 

“I’d grown tired of living my life around my uncom¬ 
fortable dentures. 

I never really stopped going out, but when I did, I was al¬ 
ways thinking ahead where I could go to take my teeth out.” 
Vicki’s treatment included two implants to stabilise a 
lower prosthetic and the prescribing of high quality, tra¬ 
ditional upper dentures to help support facial features. 

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they were so 
good. Not to have to keep thinking about my teeth when 
I’m out is such a relief,” she says. 


J OHN Clews is sharply focussed on why he’s 
agreed to do this interview: “I want to give people 
like me hope,” he declares. 

The skilled die-sinker knows a thing or two about 
clever engineering - and with multiple failing teeth, in¬ 
stinctively realised that he too required the kind of skill 
that sets him apart as an experienced factory problem- 
solver. 

For years he endured daily toothache, but crippled by 
fear of the dentist, avoided treatment until he could no 
longer tolerate the problems. 

“I came here [North Street] and they promised to re¬ 
store my smile, but they gave me back my life,” he adds. 

After having six implants in his upper jaw to support a 
complete arch of teeth and other remedial work, 

John is now able to live his life without having to wor¬ 
ry about his teeth. 

And the dental phobia? “All staff were fantastic, I felt 
so much at ease.” 


Suctioni dentures Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures, Implantrretained denture s Repairs, service; Relines Soft linings 


¥ 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Denture Clinic also available at: 
Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


rSnture 

0800 0285185 Vifenic 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 




































Restaurants and 
shops go to auction 

A FORMER Indian restaurant in Stourbridge is being sold 
at auction, among several Black Country business prop¬ 
erties. 

The old Monsoon Bengal Cuisine premises in Lawnswood 
Road, Wordsley, is laid out to provide 48 covers. It is de¬ 
scribed as on the first floor having potential for conversion 
to a self-contained flat, subject to planning permission. 

The property has a guide price in excess of £100,000 in 
SDL Auctions Bigwood’s next auction at Aston Villa’s Villa 
Park ground on March 28. 

A Stourbridge development site, which already has 
planning permission for two alternative developments, 
is another one of the lots. The land at 101 Birmingham 
Street offers a freehold development opportunity on a site 
of around 0.78 acres. The planning permissions relate to a 
development of restaurants, hot-food takeaways or other 
retail uses with nine apartments above and the other three 
units for food or retail purposes. The L-shaped site fronts 
on to Birmingham Street and is next to the River Stour. It 
has a guide of more than £500,000. 

In Brierley Hill, 52 High Street is a prominent freehold 
town centre retail unit, which currently operates as a cafe 
trading as Jenny’s. It has a guide price of £100,000. 


It’s not unusual to 
enjoy Kenny’s show 



Kenny Craig entertains the 50+ club at Wall Heath 
including, from left, Liz Austin, Colin Storey, Norma Beal 
and Marlene Penn 


BLACK Country entertainer Kenny Craig took to the Wall 
Heath Community Centre to give the monthly 50 plus club 
a special show featuring the songs of Elvis Presley and 
Tom Jones - after meeting the latter superstar. 

Professional entertainer Kenny Craig, from Sedgley, 
said: “I think Tom Jones is just a great vocalist and he is 
77 years old. I met him at Beacon Radio in Wolverhampton 
once when he had got his new single at the time, Boy From 
Nowhere, out. 

“The group have their meetings every second Wednesday 
and they do things for the community. They saw me at The 
Lodge in Dudley and then the community centre asked me 
if I could do their annual show at Wall Heath.” 

The singer’s performance went down a treat with those 
who run the club. A total of 37 members of the club, which 
has been running for around 11 years, turned up to see 
Kenny Craig after his Christmas show was cancelled due 
to poor weather conditions. 

Social secretary and treasurer Jan Store said: “He got 
the members of the club up and dancing.” 

Call to shut stores in 
honour of the fallen 

SHOPS across the UK should be closed for an extra hour 
on Remembrance Sunday to commemorate 100 years since 
the First World War ended, according to a group of MPs. 

Labour MP John Spellar has supported a Parliamentary 
motion on the issue and says such a move would allow shop 
staff to attend memorial events on November 11. 

Commemorations have been organised throughout 2018 
to mark the final year of the First World War. More than 
800,000 British and Commonwealth soldiers died during 
the four-year conflict. 

Mr Spellar, MP for Warley, said: “The 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War is a special occasion. It 
is only right that shop workers should be able to attend 
local memorial events.” So far 45 MPs have supported the 
early day motion, including Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz. 
Another motion has been submitted by Labour MP Kate 
Hoey, who wants to see shops close for the entire day. 


two hours free parking aims 
to boost shops in town centres 


SHOPPERS across Dudley 
could get two hours of free 
parking in town centres. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet was last 
night (Wednesday) expected to pass a 
proposal which would see the current 
offer of one hour free parking across 
council-owned car parks in Dudley 
doubled. 

The anticipated move has been 


hailed by Dudley Council leader Pat¬ 
rick Harley, who said: “People have 
told us that two hours of free parking 
will make a considerable difference 
and we are looking forward to rolling 
this out across the borough from the 
start of next month. 

“This move will provide a huge 
boost to retailers. Dudley is the only 
council across the whole of the West 
Midlands providing this incentive and 


is bucking the national trend, which 
has seen many local authorities in¬ 
crease car parking charges, using the 
motorist as a cash cow.” 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, 
cabinet member for environmental 
services, said: “Again we are listening 
to what the people of Dudley borough 
have to say and we are extending the 
free parking to two hours to give shop¬ 
pers longer in our town centres.” 


Sir Lenny leads Let’s 
Play drama initiative 

SIR Lenny Henry has launched an initiative aimed at 
encouraging schoolchildren to get involved in drama 
and the theatre. 

The Dudley-born actor and comedian marked the 
start of Let’s Play, which is a scheme by the National 
Theatre. 

He voiced his support for the programme aiming to 
get children involved in all aspects of theatre produc¬ 
tion. It will commission new plays with songs and music 
for children and will provide teachers with training and 
development. 

Sir Lenny made his National Theatre debut in 2011 
in Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors and is now a 
member of the National Theatre’s board of trustees. 
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HN«13 B«YS. THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY A SUNDAY.. DDN'T MISS DUD MANY INCREDIDLE DARGAINSI 


“We urgently need to make room for our exciting new 2018 furniture collections. All this WEEKEND we're selling off large quantities of our huge showroom’s 


stock including lounge, leather, living & bedroom furniture, beds, sofa beds & bedframes! These items are so keenly priced and are all 
available for immediate collection or delivery*, so they won’t stay around for long! There are even HUGE discounts on ALL special orders! 




Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T.01384 77444 CLEARANCE TIMES: Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

All offers are subject to availability. Clearance items clearly marked in-store. Delivery charge applies. E&OE. 
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REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 


To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MN A Dl C ITAL 


Just can’t help believing 
Steve is a little Elvish 



All Shook Up - Steve Michaels as the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll in This is Elvis. Picture by Pamela Raith 


THIS is NOT Elvis. Yes he’s got the 
look, he’s got the moves and the voice. 
But this is not Elvis - though he comes 
pretty darn close! 

In fact, during a particularly power¬ 
ful rendition of In the Ghetto I closed 
my eyes for a moment and Elvis could 
actually have been in the building. 

Canadian Steve Michaels is an 
award-winning tribute artist and his 
passion for The King has seen him 
perform with Presley’s bandmates DJ 
Fontana and Jerry Scheff as well as 
the Jordanaires and the Sweet Inspi¬ 
rations. 

So with the spirit of Elvis cours¬ 
ing through his veins, Michael was a 


This Is Elvis 

New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
By Diane Davies 


natural choice for the title role in this 
new musical, This is Elvis, from Bill 
Kenwright. The first half seemed to 
address the question ‘how many Elvis 
songs will fit into a two-hour show 
while incorporating a storyline?’ The 
answer being around 40 - though 
there is very little story. 

But it is in the second half that 
showman Steve really shines as the 
audience is transported to that show 
in Vegas - and 20 of the music legend’s 


biggest hits. The tempo is stepped 
right up from the off with That’s All 
Right Mama, Viva Las Vegas and Blue 
Suede Shoes. 

In the Ghetto is followed by You’ve 
Lost That Lovin’ Feeling and Are You 
Lonesome Tonight but he is soon rock¬ 
ing again with King Creole and an en¬ 
ergetic Burning Love. 

Fans of the King will, of course, love 
this live show, but there is not really 
enough of his story to satisfy non-Elvis 
fans. Runs at the New Alexandra The¬ 
atre until Saturday. 


CHANDIGARH 

Tandoori Grill & Curry House 

Authentic Punjabi Indian Cuisine 


Our meat is delicately prepared in a clay tandoori oven. Marinate 
with fresh yogurt, lemon, ginger, garlic, chill & our blend of special 


herbs & spices 

Starters 

Poppadom.£0.80 

Samosa (Veg / chicken Tikka / Meat) .£2.55 

Veg Pakora .£2.45 

Onion Bhaji.£2.45 

Spring Roll (2 Pcs).£2.45 

Mushroom Tandoori .£3.95 

Paneer Tikka.£5.45 

King Prawn Tikka.£8.45 

Chilli Fish .£5.95 

Chicken Tikka.£4.50 

Chilli Chicken Tikka.£5.25 

Shashlik Tikka.£5.25 

Chicken Wings (6pcs) .£3.45 

Seesh Kebab.£3.95 

Fish Pakora (Portion) .£3.50 

Lamb Chops (4pc) .£6.00 

Chicken Tikka Wrap .£5.45 

Seesh Kebab Wrap.£5.45 

Regular Mix Grill (Serves i-2) .£8.00 

Large Mix Grill (Serves 3-4) .£12.00 

Chicken Currys 

Chicken Curry.£5.95 

Smooth Gravy Of Onions & Tomatoes 

Chicken Karahi .£5.75 

Stir Fry Of Onion, Peppers, Ginger, Coated With Spices 

Chicken Jalfrezi .£5.95 

Dry Thick Sauce With Peppers & Onions 

Chicken Korma.£5.95 

Mild Spice Creamy Sauce, Contain Nuts 

Tikka Masala.£6.45 

Rich Creamy Sweet Taste 

Chicken Madras .£5.95 

Spicy Dish 

Chicken Saag .£6.45 


Butter Chicken.£6.45 

Rich Creamy Sauce With Tomato & Cream, Nuts 

Chicken Achari .£6.45 

Lamb Currys 

Lamb Curry.£5.95 

Smooth Gravy Of Onions & Tomatoes 

Lamb Rogan Josh .£6.45 

Traditional Lamb Dish Slow Cooked 

Lamb Karahi .£6.45 

Stir Fry Of Onion, Peppers, Ginger, Coated With Spices 

Lamb Jalfrezi .£6.45 

Dry Thick Sauce With Peppers & Onions 

Lamb Korma.£5.95 

Mild Spice Creamy Sauce, Contain Nuts 

Lamb Tikka Masala .£5.95 

Rich Creamy Sweet Taste 

Lamb Madras .£5.95 

Spicy Dish 

Lamb Achari .£6.45 

Specials 

Keema Curry.£6.45 

Prawn Curry.£5.45 

King Prawn Curry .£8.45 

Veg Currys 

Chana Masala Special.£4.95 

Chilli Paneer Special.£4.95 

Palak Paneer Special.£4.95 

Bhindi Sabji Special.£4.95 

Turka Daal Special.£4.95 

Daal Makhani Special.£4.95 

Sides 

Poppadoms.£0.45 

Plain Chips .£1.45 

Masala Chips.£1.95 

Chilli Chips .£2.25 

Raita .£0.95 

Salad .£1.45 


We Accept All Major Debit/Credit Cards 



DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE 


Rice 

Plain. 

Jeera. 

.£1.45 

.£1.45 

Egg Fried Rice. 

.£1.95 

Pilau Rice. 

.£1.45 

Chicken Biryani . 

.£6.95 

Lamb Biryani . 

.£6.95 

Plain Biryani. 

.£6.95 

King Prawn Biryani . 

.£8.95 

Naans 


Plain. 

.£1.50 

Garlic . 

.£2.00 

Chilli. 

.£2.00 

Cheese . 

.£2.00 

Chill Cheese . 

.£2.25 

Keema . 

.£2.25 

Peshwari. 

.£2.00 

Tanrooi Roti . 

.£1.00 

Kulcha . 

.£2.25 

Dessert 


Mix Indian Sweet Box. 

.£3.00 

GulabJamun . 

.£3.00 



Minimum Delivery Order £10, Delivery Charge £1.00, Delivery within 3 Mile Radius 

Tel: 0121429 9998 


287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4DR 











































Big day at the palace for 
former Mayor of Dudley 



Councillor Waltho receives his royal accolade from Prince Charles and a brief chat 


FOR years he has been ded¬ 
icated to serving his com¬ 
munity and now Councillor 
Steve Waltho has been roy¬ 
ally honoured for his tireless 
campaign of work in the Dud¬ 
ley borough with an MBE. 

The 62-year-old, who repre¬ 
sents St Thomas’s ward, picked 
up the royal accolade from Prince 
Charles for services to local gov¬ 
ernment and the community at 
Buckingham Palace on Thursday. 

Mr Waltho, from Kingswinford, 
said: “It was a great experience I have 
to say. 

“It was something that was never 
expected and a really lovely experience 
for me and the family on the day. 

“I did not get over excited about - I 
am too old for that now I think. It re¬ 
ally was an honour to receive it. 

Amazing 

“It is amazing the way the thing is 
put together because it is done with 
military precision.” 

Despite the trip to Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace, the former mayor of Dudley has 
been determined not to let the award 
go to his head and has been back out in 
‘the real world’ canvassing to maintain 
his seat. 

Mr Waltho said: “The first thing 
Prince Charles said was ‘when were 
you mayor of Dudley’ and I thought 
how does he remember that? 

“I said ‘a couple of years ago’ and 
he then he asked ‘are you still a coun¬ 
cillor’ - he was very knowledgeable. I 
told him I was actually up for grabs 
this May. 

“My dear wife Jayne went with me 
and my dear sister Alison - who was 
delighted about it all - and my eldest 


son, Jay. The award is sat very proudly 
in our little display cupboard in our 
lounge at the moment. My wife said 
‘you can’t get used to this can you?’. 

“The only time I felt a little bit nerv¬ 
ous was the final bit and waiting in the 
queue. You think ‘It is nearly my turn 
and I hope nothing goes wrong or I 
don’t fall over or anything’. 

“It was just a very interesting ex¬ 
perience and I am just glad my family 


got the chance to sample that as well 
with me.” 

Wife Jayne took to social media to 
celebrate her husband’s success. 

She shared news of the London 
visit on Facebook, with swarms of 
well-wishers. 

She said: “Proud, proud, proud of 
this wonderful, amazing man. The 
Black Country came to Buckingham 
Palace.” 
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I’m desperate for a NEW BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of other reputable companies but their prices are too high! CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STOCKISTS OF CARPET 
IN THE COUNTRY 

Over 200 Part Rolls 


SALE NOW 

ON 


At STD we have the best fitters and 
we are NEVER undercut on price 



Was 

Now! 


sq yd 

sqyd 

Apollo. 

.£9.95.... 

.£7.95 

Majesty bleach deanable. 

....£13.95.... 

.£9.95 

Sensations Heathers. 

....£16.95.... 

....£12.95 

Waterproof bathroom carpet 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.36 

Contract wilton. 

....£18.95.... 

.£8.95 


Plus many more great offers 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
9.00 to 5.30; 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00; 
Closed Wednesdays 


10% OFF 

i All end rolls with 
this voucher 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 Closed Wednesdays 
Church Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3PT 



I’M 

carnets 


01384 76448 

www.stdcarpets.com 
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Looking out 
for early 
signs of 
glaucoma 

LIZ CONNOR speaks to optom¬ 
etrist Dr Josie Forte about the 
UK’s biggest cause of irreversible 
blindness 

GOING blind is a frightening thought, yet many of us 
know very little about glaucoma. 

Known as “the silent thief of sight”, the condition 
currently affects as many as 700,000 people across the 
UK, with some 50 per cent of cases remaining undi¬ 
agnosed. 

Glaucoma is a pretty common eye condition - it’s 
thought that by 2035, one million people will suffer 
from it - and usually occurs when the optic nerve, 
which connects the eye to the brain, becomes damaged 
as a result of fluid building up in the front area of the 
eye, which in turn increases 
pressure within the eyeball. 

If left unchecked, it can 
cause irreversible damage to 
vision, so it’s important to 
diagnose and treat glaucoma 
early. The only way to do 
this is to go for frequent eye 
checks, otherwise you could 
be risking your sight without 
knowing it. 

Almost 80 per cent of peo¬ 
ple would choose sight as the 
sense they would least like to 
lose, yet many don’t visit the 
optician until something goes 
wrong with their eyes or sight. 

Here, Specsavers optometrist, Dr Josie Forte, shares 
seven little-known facts about glaucoma... 

GLAUCOMA CAN BE SYMPTOMLESS 

People with 20/20 vision can have glaucoma and not 
realise it. You may not notice any difference in your 
vision, because it tends to affect your peripheral vi¬ 
sion first - which you may not even be aware of. It’s 
only when it progresses to moderate or advanced glau¬ 
coma that people start to notice changes to their vision 
quality. “Regular eye tests are so important,” says Dr 
Forte, “as they potentially enable a diagnosis before 
any noticeable visual loss has occurred.” 

YOUR FAMILY HISTORY COULD AFFECT 
YOUR RISK OF DEVELOPING IT 

“Age, family history and even ethnicity all play a 
role,” explains Dr Forte. “If you’re over 40, have a fam¬ 
ily history of glaucoma, are short-sighted or diabetic, 
you have a higher risk of glaucoma and should mention 
this at your next sight test.” 

PEOPLE OF AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN OR ASIAN 
ORIGIN ARE AT A HIGHER RISK 

It’s often unclear why a build-up of pressure in the 
eye happens, but research 
has found that ethnicity can 
increase or decrease the risk, 
with glaucoma more common 
in people of African, Carib¬ 
bean or Asian origin. 

EYE TESTS ARE QUICK 
AND PAINLESS 
Glaucoma can usually be 
detected during a routine eye 
test, often before it causes 
any noticeable symptoms. 
The test does not hurt or feel 
uncomfortable, and should 
only take around 15 minutes. 
“Tests involve the optome¬ 
trist looking at the appearance of the main nerve in 
the eye, a measurement of the pressure in the eye, and 
checking the field of vision,” says Dr Forte. 

GLAUCOMA CAN AFFECT ANYONE AT ANY AGE 

“It is not an age-related sight loss condition,” says Dr 
Forte. “Primary open angle glaucoma becomes more 
common as you get older, and although uncommon 
below the age of 40, it’s important to get checked for 
the early signs.” 

GLAUCOMA CAN BE MANAGED 

It’s not possible to reverse any loss of vision that oc¬ 
curred before glaucoma was diagnosed, but treatment 
can help to stop any further visual impairment. Re¬ 
gardless of whether somebody with glaucoma has no¬ 
ticed damage to their vision or not, the condition can 
often be managed with specific eye drops. “These are 
normally prescribed by an ophthalmologist at an eye 
hospital,” explains Dr Forte, “commonly after referral 
by an optometrist.” 

THE NHS FUNDS SIGHT TESTS FOR 
GLAUCOMA AT-RISK GROUPS 

“If a close relative has glaucoma, you have a greater 
risk of developing it,” stresses Josie, “so your routine 
eye test may be funded by the NHS. If you think you 
might qualify, speak to your optician for more infor¬ 
mation.” 





Depression is treatable and adults can provide plenty of support for children Some 20 per cent of adolescents experience a mental health problem in any given year 

Support for youngsters 
with mental health issues 



It’s vital parents understand how to best to spot the signs of depression in teens, and what to do if this happens 


Report by Liz Connor 

STRESS, anxiety and depression 
can be tough enough for any¬ 
one to deal with, but couple that 
with the hormonal changes that 
teenagers face during puberty, 
and mental health issues can feel 
like an overwhelming and uncon¬ 
querable burden. 

For parents, it isn’t always easy to 
differentiate between ‘normal’ teenage 
angst and a more serious problem, but 
research suggests 20 per cent of ado¬ 
lescents experience a mental health 
problem in any given year. 

Fear of being mocked or not being taken 
seriously, or a simple confusion about the 
changes they’re experiencing, can often 
stop young people from reaching out for 
help - which is why it’s vital parents un¬ 
derstand how to best to spot the signs of 
depression in teens, and what to do if this 
happen. 

Fortunately, depression is treatable and 
there are plenty of things adults can do to 
support their children through the process. 

Here, Dr Hayley van Zwanenberg, a 
child and adolescent psychiatrist for Priory 
Healthcare, explains more about the early 
warning signs of teenage depression, and 
how parents can help. 

SPOTTING THE SIGNS 

While occasional mood swings or acting 
out is part of growing up, depression is 
something different, explains Dr Zwanen¬ 
berg. “Look out for a teenager that isolates 
themselves from friends and family, and a 
constant low mood and lack of energy that 
may manifest in struggling to do anything 
other than the minimum they have to do 
every day,” she says. 

“Also, be aware of loss of motivation, 
such as abandoning extra-curricular activ¬ 
ities and hobbies, and negative thoughts 
like: ‘I’m a boring person and rubbish at 
everything’.” 

Dr Zwanenberg explains that some 
depressed teens may also show signs of 
self-harm, changes in appetite (either not 
hungry or comfort-eating) and poor concen¬ 
tration, leading to a decrease in academic 
performance.. 

Listen, listen, listen (and don’t judge) 

If your teen starts talking to you about 
how they are feeling, make an effort to re¬ 
ally listen to them without being overbear¬ 
ing in your concern. “If a parent is worried 
about a young person, it’s best to sit down 
calmly with them and explain they are wor¬ 
ried, as they do not seem themselves,” says 
Dr Zwanenberg. “Parents and carers need 
to be careful that the young person does 
not take this as criticism, as depression can 
often feel like carrying a sieve in your mind: 
any positive information is washed down 


the sink, while anything negative is caught 
and focused on, reinforcing other pessimis¬ 
tic thoughts.” 

HELP IN A WAY THAT THEY ARE 
COMFORTABLE WITH 

Often, the most helpful thing you can 
do is ask your child what they think might 
help them feel better. It’s also important to 
contextualise the issue for them too, as they 
might not understand the feelings for what 
they really are, or feel like they are going 
‘mad’ because they don’t have any back¬ 
ground knowledge of depression. 

“If your teenager is struggling, calmly 
explain to them they might be depressed, 
and that the issue is treatable, but that you 
understand it is a horrible place to be when 
you are suffering with it,” says Dr Zwanen¬ 
berg. 

“Reassure them with statistics, such as 
the fact that one in 10 young people have a 
diagnosable mental illness at any one time, 
and depression is very common,” she adds. 

“Explain that if they see a GP, the doctor 
does not have to share everything with the 


parent, and that the discussions can be kept 
confidential.” 

Remind them you are willing to listen too, 
and that you will not get upset, be overbear¬ 
ing in your advice or dismiss their feelings. 

REDUCE RISKS 

If a child is displaying signs of self-harm 
or suicidal thoughts, Dr Zwaneberg stresses 
that you should urge them to telephone a 
helpline, such as Samaritans or ChildLine, 
and to ask them to share their thoughts 
with you in a manner they feel comfortable 
with, so that you can help keep them safe. 

“They could text them to you, write their 
thoughts down, or talk to you about them 
when feeling calm,” says Dr Zwanenberg. 
“Things that parents can do to reduce risk 
include locking away any potentially harm¬ 
ful substances and asking the young person 
what websites they are accessing online. 
You should then talk through whether 
these resources are really helpful to them 
or not.” 

“Ask them how they would like you to 
support them,” she adds. “It might be they 


just want hugs, they want distraction such 
as watching a film with you or not to be left 
alone at night-time. 

They might find it helpful to have useful 
mindfulness apps, such as Headspace (head- 
space.com) or Calm Harm (stem4.org).” 

STAY CALM 

Dr Zwanenberg says the most important 
thing you can do as a parent is to stay calm. 
“If you need to discuss what they tell you 
with another family member or friend for 
your own support, ensure the young per¬ 
son does not feel their confidence is being 
broken,” she says. “Most importantly, seek 
professional help for your child. Depression 
is a very difficult illness that causes risks to 
the young person, but it is treatable, and 
the earlier treatment is accessed, the bet¬ 
ter.” 

If you’re concerned about a teenager, 
charities like Young Minds (youngminds. 
org.uk) and Mind (mind.org.uk) can offer 
support and advice. Samaritans provides 
confidential support and are on 116 123, or 
email jo@samaritans.org 




























Final blow for 
Hippodrome 
campaign 

CAMPAIGNERS fighting to save 
Dudley Hippodrome have had their 
last ditch hopes of reviving the former 
venue quashed. 

Council bosses agreed to take the 
landmark on Castle Hill back into 
their possession from Black Country 
Hippodrome group after ruling that a 
five-year lease was unworkable. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet voted in 
favour of retaining the building, which 
needs to have asbestos removed, after 
claiming the group which signed the 
lease in December 2016 failed to hit 
targets. 

The decision made was ‘called-in’ 
to the council’s overview and scrutiny 
board with campaigners hoping it 
would be referred back to the cabinet. 

The Black Country Hippodrome 
dream has evaporated, after council¬ 
lors agreed to take back control of the 
former theatre and bingo hall. 

Gordon Downing, who represented 
the Black Country Hippodrome 
group, said: “The council has been 
dead against it right from the word 
go. I’m not saying individual council¬ 
lors but the council in general since 
we started six years ago. 

“Every obstacle has been put in our 
way.” 

Strategic director for Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, Alan Lunt, said: “I think what the 
group has done they should be proud 
of. But unfortunately, it has failed.” 

Choirs join forces for 
concert to help hospice 

A CHOIR will be joined by three guest 
vocal groups for its 21st anniversary 
charity concert in Dudley. 

Voices in Harmony from Cradley 
Heath will be singing in Dudley Town 
Hall on May 12 at 7pm with Viva Mu- 
sica, Gentlemen Songsters and Colla 
Voce in a concert compered by TV 
personality Don Maclean. It is raising 
money for Mary Stevens Hospice. 


Residents are determined 
to resist travellers camp 


15 



Dudley North MP Ian Austin is seen admiring the clay version of the Frank Foley statue with sculptor Andy de Comyn 

THE final stages of work on a bronze the British Government. The model, led the campaign for the tribute, said: 
statue of anti-Nazi hero Frank Foley which depicts Major Foley seated on a “I am delighted at the progress of the 
has begun. park bench, will be cast in bronze. statue. The final piece should be ready 

Artist Andy de Comyn has com- The statue is set to take pride of by the summer so people can learn 
pleted a full stage clay model of the place in Mary Stevens Park, near about Major Foley and our country’s 
‘British Schindler’, who repeatedly Major Foley’s former home in Eveson role in fighting for freedom, democracy 
risked his life to save Jews in 1930s Road, Norton. and tolerance against Nazi Germany. I 

Nazi Germany when working for Dudley North MP Ian Austin, who can’t wait until the statue is unveiled.” 


RESIDENTS have vowed to conduct their own contamina¬ 
tion checks on a controversial site where a travellers camp 
is planned. 

Around 50 people gathered at the Apple Tree Inn in Coseley to voice 
their concerns over Dudley Council’s plan to create a temporary trav¬ 
ellers transit site in Dudley borough, so the authority has more power 


to halt unauthorised camps. 

Proposals for the site in Budden 
Road were approved last month by the 
council’s planning committee and the 
results of a public consultation, which 
runs until Saturday, will give the com¬ 
munity the chance to have their say. 

Resident Tony Sheldon, 70, said: 
“We are going to do our own test on 
the site to check for contamination. 
We’re prepared to do anything to stop 
it. We will fund it ourselves if we have 
to.” 

Protesters have previously raised 
concerns over the safety of the site, 
which has been recorded as containing 
foundry and construction waste. 

Cheaper 

Mr Sheldon said: “When you stop 
and look at the sites that were sug¬ 
gested, how they came up with this as 
the preferred site I have no idea. There 
are more appropriate and cheaper 
sites to convert. What really gets me 
is the fact that they couldn’t afford to 
refurbish the site a few years ago.” 

The issue was discussed for more 
than two hours by residents at the 
meeting. 

Mr Sheldon added: “It’s been said 
the site must not be near residents’ 
properties but it’s right at the back of 
people’s houses. 

“There will be a 10 per cent depre¬ 
ciation in house prices because of the 
site and house insurance will also be 
higher.” 


Call for tough 
action over 
bet terminals 

WEST Bromwich East MP Tom Wat¬ 
son has accused the Gambling Com¬ 
mission of ‘passing the buck’ over 
plans to cut stakes for fixed odds bet¬ 
ting terminals. 

The commission says the maximum 
stake for such terminals, should £30 
or less. Currently people can bet up 
to £100 every 20 seconds on electronic 
casino games, such as roulette and 
blackjack. But Labour’s deputy leader 
said the recommendation, which fol¬ 
lows a Government consultation, does 
not go far enough. He has called for 
the maximum stake on electronic ca¬ 
sino games to be slashed to £2. 

Mr Watson said: “It simply passes 
the buck to ministers. If we are to 
tackle the hidden epidemic of gam¬ 
bling addiction in this country, we 
need decisive action. We need to 
reduce the maximum stake on elec¬ 
tronic casino games like roulette to 
£2, and introduce slower spin times.” 


Parker Knoll • Sherboune 


SPRING SAVINGS 

EVENT ©M 

The most competitive prices in the Midlands on all leading brands 
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• New Displays * Jazz up your interiors with fine furniture 
3 Floors of fine furniture from today’s leading manufacturers 
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Pargeters 

High Street, Stourbridge 

Tel: 01384 394176 

sales@pargetersfurniture.co.uk 
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www.pargetersfurniture.co.uk 



HYPOALLERGENIC & GRAIN 
FREE PET FOOD 

1000’s Of Products For Dogs, Cats, 


Small Animals, Wild Birds, Pet 
Birds, Reptiles And Fish 


aCANa 

Ay! 


An 


Dogs welcome in store 

Open 7 days a week 

Free parking stockist of 

. . . the Julius 

Natural pet care K9 Hsrness 

Free harness fitting service 

k EASTER EGGS FOR PETS 
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Quality Raw Feeding Specialists 
Complete meals • Bones and minces 
Free advice • Supplements 
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Meghan 
leads way 
with love 
of peonies 

PUNDITS have been predicting that pe¬ 
onies may feature in Meghan Markle’s 
wedding bouquet, so enamoured is she 
with these saucer-sized romantic blooms. 

In the early days of dating Prince Harry, she 
posted a picture of a beautiful pink and white 
spray of peonies on Instagram, with the cap¬ 
tion: “Swooning Over These. #London #peonies 
#spoiledrotten.” 

You too could have peonies flowering in your gar¬ 
den come early summer, and some will be at their best 
around the time of the royal wedding in May. 

Their blousy blooms, in shades from deep red to 
white and everything in-between, add a touch of glam¬ 
our to borders and, if you can 
bear it, you can cut them and 
bring them indoors. 

HOW EASY ARE 

THEY TO GROW? 

Pretty easy, in the right 
conditions. The pot-grown 
peonies you find in garden 
centres can be planted at any 
time of year, while bare-rooted 
types are ideally planted in 
October. 

They prefer heavier soil in a 
sunny or slightly shaded spot, 
and add plenty of organic mat¬ 
ter to the planting hole before you start. Don’t let them 
get waterlogged, though. Add horticultural grit if the 
soil is extremely heavy. 

Don’t plant them too deeply - the soil should just 
cover the topmost tuberous roots. Mulch them lightly 
in February or March with potash-rich wood ash to 
increase flower production. If you want huge flowers 
(but less of them), debud the sideshoots in April or May 
with a sharp knife. 

WILL THEY FLOWER THE FIRST YEAR? 

You might be lucky, but peonies don’t like being 
moved or replanted, so it may take a year or two for 
them to settle in before flowering. If you are trans¬ 
planting existing plants, do it in early autumn or 
spring, keeping the rootball as intact as possible. 

HOW LONG WILL THE FLOWERS LAST? 

That largely depends on the weather. Vast bowls of 
petals emerge from thick stalks above the pretty foli¬ 
age in late spring and early summer, which will need 
supporting with a stake or frame to stop them falling 
over in the wind. 

The flowers of herbaceous 
peonies are shortlived, last¬ 
ing little more than a week or 
two, and if it rains they won’t 
last that long, as wet weather 
tends to make them flop, par¬ 
ticularly the heavy, double 
flowered forms. 

ANY RECOMMENDED 
VARIETIES? 

If you want huge pink fra¬ 
grant double flowers, try 
Paeonia lactiflora “Sarah 
Bernhardt”, which is favoured 
by commercial cut flower 
producers. Familiar favourites include P. officinalis 
“Rubra Plena”, a deep red, frilly double cottage vari¬ 
ety, or if you want a larger tree peony, growing up to 
2.5m, consider P. ludlowii, which bears zingy yellow 
saucer-shaped flowers. 

For a longer flowering period go for “Bowl Of 
Beauty”, a Japanese type which flowers for almost 
twice as long as the others and has a fantastic fra¬ 
grance, growing to about 90cm, so it will need staking. 
ANY RULES FOR CUTTING? 

Don’t cut stems in their first year of planting. Leave 
the plant to strengthen a bit and you’ll have more 
blooms to cut the following year. Always leave at least 
a third of the stems on each plant, which will help it 
gather strength and feed the root through summer and 
early autumn. 

INDOOR TIPS 

Acclaimed floral designer Judith Blacklock, founder 
of The Judith Blacklock Flower School (judithblack- 
lock.com) in London, explains: “You must cut peonies 
in bud but there must be some colour showing in the 
bud or it won’t open.” 

She recommends pairing peonies in arrangements 
with astrantia and Alchemilla mollis. 

Peonies are thirsty cut flowers, so fill up your vase 
every day with fresh water and they should last about 
a week. Snip off the base of the stems every couple of 
days to help them last a little longer. 

“Remove the lower foliage but don’t discard it as 
you can mass the leaves together and they will look 
gorgeous,” Blacklock adds. “The cooler the atmosphere 
inside, the longer the flowers will last.” 




Do your research before changing energy supplier 


recent bill on a price comparison website which will 
suggest the cheapest supplier. 

But he advises people thinking of moving to a new 
small provider to then look at three areas. 

He said: “Beware of companies who ask you to pay 
up front for a better deal, they may not have a big 
enough cash reserve. Secondly, if this provider has 
a poor customer service record it may be struggling 
with rapid expansion. Finally, make sure the com¬ 
pany gives both value for money and has a good trad¬ 
ing record.” 

If they are happy then people can organise the 
switch online and it should be completed within 
weeks with no interruption to supply. 

Meanwhile, for those looking for even more free¬ 
dom from rising electricity and heating costs, Mr Fox 
recommends looking at renewable alternatives. 

These include rooftop solar photovoltaic panels, 
which change energy from the sun into domestic 
electricity, and air source heat pumps, which work by 
absorbing heat from the atmosphere and converting 
this into power for the home. 

An added bonus is that any surplus energy not used 
by the solar PV panels can be sold back to the Na¬ 
tional Grid, said Mr Fox. 

Also the price of installing the panel has fallen dra¬ 
matically over the last few years, so the initial outlay 
is recovered more quickly. 



AFTER the Beast from the East came the big thaw 
and then the fear of gas shortages. 

Now there is the shock of energy bill increases for 
householders with prices hitting record highs. 

As residents turned up their heating to beat the 
cold the price of imported gas through pipelines from 
the continent rose to more than six times usual levels. 

“That will obviously have a knock-on effect on cus¬ 
tomers, particularly those on variable rate tariffs,” 
said green energy expert Ron Fox. 

But he warned people not to rush in and swap sup¬ 
pliers, even though Eon and Bulb have already passed 
on the higher costs with bigger consumer bills. 

He said they should research carefully if they were 
switching to one of the newer and smaller suppliers 
after a warning that some could go under because of 
rising costs and a lack of investment. 

Already Future Energy with about 10,000 custom¬ 
ers went bust last month. Though the energy reg¬ 
ulator Ofgem will automatically transfer people to 
another provider if a firm fails, bills could still go up. 

Ofgem said more than five million customers 
swapped supplier last year and more than half of 
those went to smaller companies. 

Those who switched from a variable rate tariff to a 
fixed rate deal would have saved around £376 a year. 
Mr Fox, of Noreus Ltd, said firstly, people should 
The Beast from the East left an unwelcome surprise - higher energy bills enter the tariff and energy usage from their most 




With spring now here, it’s the perfect time to start thinking about stocking a pond with fish 



Be wary of predators such as kingfishers The common goldfish is a safe choice 


Report by Hannah Stephenson 

HOPEFULLY the ice on your pond 
should now have melted, so it 
may soon be time to think about 
stocking it with suitable fish. 

The best time to buy them is when 
the water temperature is rising and 
has reached about 10C (50F) - but 
which are the best buys? 

Here’s what you need to know... 

CHOOSE A SUITABLE FISH 

Among the most popular, exotic and ex- 
ensive are koi carp, which are classified 
y scale types, patterns and colours. But 
be warned, if you want to keep koi well, 
your pond must be large and deep, with 
crystal clear water. Koi and other carp can 
grow to 75cm or more and some are worth 
thousands of pounds, so you may want to 
consider how secure the pond is before 
splashing out. 

A less adventurous option is the common 
goldfish, which is easily bred and generally 
no longer than 15cm, ideal for most ponds, 
and will tolerate water as warm as 35C 
(95F), although not for long periods. 

There are also fancy types of goldfish 
with enlarged heads and big, bubble-eyes, 
but many don’t tolerate extremes in tem¬ 
perature, such as freezing weather or pro¬ 
longed periods of heat. 

Orfe, rudd and roach are also popular 
choices, although as many spend a lot of 
their time near the surface, you may need 
to protect your pond with netting to stop 
cats and herons from taking them. 

Go to a reputable supplier who will allow 
you to examine and pick out your fish. The 
healthiest ones should have bright eyes and 
a sturdy body, with a stout dorsel fin. Fish 
with missing or damaged scales are best 
avoided, as the exposed tissue beneath the 
scales may be prone to fungal infection. But 
do remember not to mix exotic with native 
species, or you’ll have a fight on your hands. 
Sticklebacks, for instance, will eat every 
goldfish egg as it’s laid. 

KEEP YOUR POND HEALTHY 

Whichever fish you choose, the general 
rule for keeping them healthy is to have 
well-oxygenated water, varying depths, 
and sufficient food, shade and shelter. Get 
plants established and make sure the water 
is clear before you introduce the fish. A 
well-planted pond should ensure goldfish 
can acquire most of the food they need, 
although some additional feeding will be 
necessary. 

If you have a wildlife pond, be aware that 
this is likely to attract other creatures, in¬ 
cluding predators such as herons and king¬ 
fishers, so the fish you choose should match 
the environment. 

In this instance, it may be wise to avoid 
highly coloured ornamental varieties and 
go for native species which are cheaper to 
replace, such as dace, roach and rudd. 

REMEMBER THAT FISH CAN BE FUSSY 

Some fish don’t like clear water - carp 


will disturb mud at the bottom of a pond to 
make it murky and camouflage them. And 
when buying fish, remember that they feed 
at different water levels. Koi feed at a min¬ 
imum depth of 3ft (lm), so avoid shallow 
pools, while orfe are active surface-feeders, 
which can grow to 45cm or larger and are 
unsuitable for small ponds. 

DON’T OVERFILL THE POND 
The number of fish you have in your pond 
depends on its size. Surface area determines 
how much oxygen is available to them, so 
work out how many fish you can accommo¬ 
date by following this general rule - mul¬ 
tiply the average length of the pond by its 


average width, to give you the surface area. 

Apply a general rule of lin of fish to each 
square foot - that’s 25cm of fish per square 
metre. If in doubt, take advice from reputa¬ 
ble pond and aquatic centres. It’s better to 
have too few fish than too many. 

KEEP THE WATER OXYGENATED 

Deep water ponds also retain a more 
regular temperature and more dissolved 
oxygen during warm weather. If your fish 
dart about, it may be that they have become 
stressed because your pond is too shallow 
or there are not enough corners for them 
to hide. 

You can keep fish in a pond without 


plants, but most gardeners prefer to add 
some aquatic greenery to make the area 
seem more natural. 

Fish should be fed around twice a day in 
summer, but don’t overfeed them. In winter 
the feeding can be cut down. 

ACCLIMATISE THE FISH 
To acclimatise fish to a pond, it’s best to 
buy them small. They are generally trans¬ 
ported from aquatic centres in plastic bags. 
To help them adapt to the lower temper¬ 
ature of the pond, sink the unopened bag 
into the pond for an hour or so, adding a 
small amount of pond water, then you can 
gently open it to release the fish. 
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For all your plumbing & heating 
needs.. Js got to be Versa Group... 


WE ARE GAS SAFE REGISTERED 

At Versa Group, we provide a wide range of 
plumbing and heating services including boiler 
installations, gas cooker installations, kitchen and 
bathroom installations , specially adapted disability 
bathrooms and drainage cleaning services. 

Managing director Stuart Brown said “ We have an 
experienced plumbing and heating team of engineers. 
Whether you need a new boiler installed or you just 
need to fix a leaky tap then you can count on us “ 

All of the engineers at Versa Group are gas safe 
registered under 588151 so you can rest assured that 
all work is compliant and is carried out by a team of 
professionals. 


r 





Modernised Disability shower room 


QUALITY FITTED BATHROOMS 
AND KITCHENS . 

If you are looking to upgrade your bathroom or 
kitchen then Versa Group can help bring that dream to 
life . Their experts can efficiently install any bathroom 
or kitchen fittings and specialise in adapting bathrooms 
with a wide range of products to help those with 
disabilities. 

Additionally they can repair your existing bathroom 
or kitchen setup by regrouting tiles and undertake all 
gas, plumbing and electrical work . 

Stuart Brown added “ What we set out to do is to 
provide quality bathrooms and kitchens at a more 
affordable cost, buying in higher amounts of stock so 
we can pass the discounted cost through to our clients , 
once our customers see our products and compare our 
costs they are always very pleased at what we offer and 
are even more overjoyed once they see the quality of 
our workmanship” 

CENTRAL HEATING BOILER SERVICES 
AT GREAT PRICES 

At Versa Group they understand the inconvenience 
caused by inefficient and boiler breakdowns. Their 
professional team can help maintain your boiler and 
heating equipment and keep it in top working order at 
all times. 

They provide a wide range of heating services 
including boiler installations , boiler breakdown repairs , 
boiler upgrades and much more. 

NEW GAS INSTALLATIONS BY 
THE EXPERTS 

If you are looking for a new gas fire then they can 
supply and install a wide range of gas fires for your 
home, whether that be a traditional or modern gas 



Newly modified bathroom suite 


appliance the professional team can be counted on to 
carry out safe and tidy installations. And of course if 
your looking for a new gas cooker ...they can do it. 

MODERN CLEAN 
DRAINAGE TECHNIQUES 

Versa Group use the latest and most advanced 
cleaning equipment to clean your blocked drains. They 
carry out CCTV inspections to survey your system and 
use high power water jetting . 

The team work quickly and efficiently with minimal 
disturbance. In addition to cleaning blocked drains they 
can also install new drainage pipes for your property . 

So , Whether you’re looking for a brand new modern 
Bathroom or Kitchen or just need that dripping tap 
looked at then contact your local branch of VERSA 
GROUP right here in Cradley Heath . 

They cover the whole of the West Midlands and also 
offer an emergency out of hours plumbing service. 



Gas Safe engineers 



L or P shaped bath screen/panel, toilet and basin 
(inc soft close seat), Peak basin mono tap/bath filler 
tap & clicker wastes 

18sq meters of wall tiles with 10 different tiles to 
choose from 

Supplied and fitted £3699 


Double ended square or round bath with solid gloss white 
bath panel, toilet and basin set (inc soft close seat) 

Nero basin mono tap/bath filler tab & clicker wastes 
18sq meters of tiles with 10 different tiles to choose from 


Supplied & fitted £3499 


Single ended bath with solid gloss white panel, lifestyle 
toilet and basin set (inc soft close seat), mono tap/bath 
filler tap & clicker wastes 

18sq meters of tiles with 10 different tiles to choose from 

Supplied and fitted £3299 


Upgrade to a Quad shower enclosure with our bronze package 
Upgrade to a rectangular shower enclosure with our silver package 

We supply and fit a wide range of specially 
adapted bathrooms for disabilities 


& 


Versa Group 


Unit 10b Foxoak Street, Cradley 
Heath, West Midlands B64 5DP 

www.versagroup.org.uk 


Call or visit our website 

01384 596749 



safe 




rcrrrjrtor 

KMKsmumc* 


VERSA GROUP 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


i Leather Shoes with Leather Soles 


Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


All styles feature fine leather uppers and the soles are hand-stitched and glued - a unique feature not found in 
other shoes at this price. Available in sizes 5, 6 , 6 V 2 , 7, 7 V 2 , 8 , 8 V 2 , 9, 91/2, 10, 11, 12, 13. 


Traditional Brogue 

A superb stitched and punched 
dress shoe. 


Slip-on 

A casual loafer, ideal for 
weekend wear. 


Penny Loafer 

A traditional casual shoe 
with a classic feel. 



Also Available 


( Chelsea Boots 


Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Chelsea boots featuring side stretch panels and pull-on tab. 
Available in black and brown. Available in sizes 5, 6 , 6 V 2 , 7, 71/2, 

8 , 8 V 2 , 9, 9V2, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

'Please note the Chelsea boots are not available as part of the buy one get one free offer. 





Corduroy Trousers 


The quintessential gentlemen’s trouser, our 
100 per cent cotton cords, available in 8 -wale 
jumbo or 11 -wale needle construction, will add 
some much needed warmth and texture to your 
wardrobe. 

Super soft 100 per cent cotton regular fit with deep 
quarter pockets. Machine washable at 30°C. 

Sizes: leg length 27” available with waist sizes 
34” - 42”, leg length 29” and 31” available with 
waist sizes 30” - 46”, leg length 33” available with 
waist sizes 32” - 42”. 

Jumbo 8-wale Needle 11-wale 

BVT7W 12KH Khaki BVT7W 09DO Dark olive 

BVT7W 12BR Dark brown BVT7W 09NY Navy 
BVT7W 12AF Airforce BVT7W 09CH Charcoal 
BVT7W 12WN Wine BVT7W 09SN Sand 

BVT7W 12MR Mushroom BVT7W 09PO Port 

8-wale Jumbo Cords 

■■■■■ 

Khaki Dark Airforce Wine Mushroom 

Brown 

11-wale Jumbo Cords 

■■■■■ 

Dark Navy Charcoal Sand Port 

Olive 

Samuel Windsor 

tailored quality ~ outstanding prices 


Only £22.50 plus £4.95 P&P 


Sand 

Needle Cords 


Airforce 
Jumbo Cords 


Farah Gentle Grip Socks 


Any three packs for only 
£19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


These calf length, gentle grip 
socks are manufactured 
without elastic by leading 
brand Farah, to ensure a 
comfortable wear and 
leave no unsightly marks 
on the skin, or pinch calves 
or ankles. They will gently 
hold up without any discomfort 
or pain. Supplied in packs of 
three pairs, the socks feature 
hand-linked toe seams and a 
gentle grip welt. 

Choose from either plain colour 
or striped packs. All socks 
features the trademark Farah ‘F’ logo 
detail. Constructed from 70 per 
cent cotton, 14 per cent polyamide, 
14 per cent polyester and 2 per 
cent Lycra. To fit sizes 6-11. 

FARAH 



C253BK C253NY C253CH C255BK C255BL 

Plain Black Plain Navy Plain Charcoal Black Stripe Blue Stripe 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

82161 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 11th Dec 2017 - 11th March 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (82161), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

[ Address_ 

I Email_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £_ 

I My card number is: 


Postcode_ 

Tel. (for queries only)_ 

_EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


; i 1 1 1 i rT TTii 1 1 1 in 1 1 11 1 1 1 szm/m , E rm/m sg rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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Offering a warm welcome 



Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome 
to customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder of 
Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens 
featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events 
not to mention AT TFIE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is 
the availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate 
weekly. Regulars very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ 
Ales, Oakham, JHB, Stairway To Fleaven and MA Pardoes 
Entire, plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers 
can get lOp back on their card for every pound they spend. 
A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI 
to compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, 
customers cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 
Lots of exciting upcoming entertainment coming up 
throughout March. Check out their advert for up to date 
times and acts coming up. 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON 


65, Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 


■ 



FRIDAY 23rd 
March 

KARLY WILLIAMS 


Friday 30th March 
Starts @ 8 

KARAOKE 

DISCO 

with 

Direct Sounds 




8QX 



SHOULDER OF MUTTON" 

LOYALTY CARD 


JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 



10p back for every £1.00 spent Ask inside for more details 



Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 

. 10p back for every £10 ° spent on your loyalty card ^ 



Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 22, 2018 































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 22, 



aying for laughs 
as play went righ 



I don’t think 
anybody can really 
anticipate where 
the laughs will land 


A brilliantly funny comedy 
that will have fans aching 
with laughter will head 
to the Birmingham 
Hippodrome from Tuesday 
to March 31. The Play 
That Goes Wrong features the Cornley 
Polytechnic Drama Society who are 
putting on a 1920s murder mystery. 

As the title suggests, everything that can go wrong... 
does and as the accident prone thesps battle on against 
all the odds to reach their final curtain call, hilarious 
results ensue. 

Hailed ‘a gut-busting hit’ by the New York Times, 
Mischief Theatre’s sell-out West End comedy, which is 
now playing on Broadway, has won a host of celebrity 
endorsements from the likes of Joanna Lumley who said: 
“We laughed until the tears ran down our faces, it has 
to be seen” to Ant & Dec, who said: “The funniest show 
we’ve seen! If you can get a ticket, go!” 

The show is returning to Birmingham after a sell-out run 
last year. 

Director Mark Bell created the West End productions of 
the Olivier Award-winning The Play That Goes Wrong, as 
well as The Comedy About a Bank Robbery. He originally 
wanted to be an actor but spent a lot of his career training 
and teaching the art of clowning and is a virtuoso at 
shaping comedy. 


CHOICE 


He was immediately drawn to The Play That Goes 
Wrong. “It needs to make me laugh, or I can see how it 
would be funny. Sometimes on the page they don’t 
look like that much, but I was at the very first 
reading of The Play That Goes Wrong and 
that was obvious - I could see where they 
were going to take the characters, playing off 
their idea of the audience - that was an easy 
choice. 

“I honestly don’t know, I don’t have a 
method - you just read it a couple of times 
and see if you can picture how you would 
do it. I knew straight away the kind of actors I 
would want and how I would approach it.” 

Mark puts in hours and hours during 
rehearsals to make sure his shows are funny. 

“You just don’t know - sometimes :+ ’~ * u ~ 
little innocuous things that you’ve pu 
in to bridge from one moment to 
the next suddenly start getting 
a laugh, and you just wonder 
why. 

“Usually the penny 
drops and you see why. I 
don’t think anybody can 
really anticipate where 
the laughs will land, 
sometimes it’s just a 
simple movement that 
an actor does that’s 
funny. I would say 
about 80 per cent 
of stuff that we 
put in rehearsal 
lands and we 
don’t have to 
change, and 
there’s always a 
couple of things 
that you’re sad aren’t 
working and you have to 
change.” 

He says the most important 
thing is that people take their 
characters seriously, even in 
shows as silly as The Play 
That Goes Wrong. 

“As the actor playing it, 






you can never show the audience that you find it 
funny. The character on stage has to be laughed 
at and not with. Sometimes you get characters 
^ who enjoy being laughed at and that’s fun 
for them. For actors I say you have to 
play it truthfully, like you’re playing 
a dramatic part. Treat it like 
I you’re doing a Chekhov 
play. Comedy isn’t 
easier than dramatic 
acting, it’s ten times 
as hard. You need the 
same dramatic truth 
that you have for the 
I character but in a 
L ridiculously absurd 
■ setting, whilst getting 
your blocking and 
your timing exactly 
right, otherwise you 
don’t get the laugh 
that you need for 
the show to move 
on. You’ve got to be 
both truthful and a 
master technician at 
the same time-and 
that’s hard.” 

The successful 
UK production has 
been described as 
having sets as shaky 
as a Conservative 
I immigration 
manifesto pledge 


and a script as tortuous as a Diane Abbott interview. 

The show originally started in a pub theatre before 
transferring to the Trafalgar Studios, enjoying a UK tour 
and an extended run at the Duchess Theatre in the West 
End. 

The writers and creators of the play, Henry Shields, 
Henry Lewis and Jonathan Sayer, are stunned that they 
were able to recreate their madcap roles on Broadway. 

Henry Shields says: “It’s been very positive. We’ve 
been overwhelmed as to how supportive American 
audiences have been.” 

Henry Lewis adds: “We haven’t really changed much, 
most of the show is performed as it is in London. Over the 
course of the whole journey of the show lots has changed 
as it has been performed, but it hasn’t changed much for 
Broadway audiences, just a few terms that aren’t used in 
the USA and making sure that’s clear.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 











































Traumatic times inspiring 
for young human Beans 


New York trio Sunflower Bean tomorow 
(Friday) release their second album, 
Twentytwo in Blue, ahead of a gig at the 
Hare and Hounds, Kings Heath, on Tuesday. 

The album gets its title from the fact that all 
members of the band - Julia Cumming, Jacob Faber 
and Nick Kivlen - are 22-years-old. 

The album comes just over two years since the 
release of their critically acclaimed debut album 
Human Ceremony. Since then the band’s classic rock 
inspired sound has matured and gigs supporting Wolf 
Alice last year have won them new fans in the UK. 

Twentytwo in Blue shows Sunflower Bean staying 
true to their guitar band core, while exploring new 
sonic textures with more direct and progressive 



themes. It showcases how far the band has come 
since playing together in their high school days. 

To celebrate the album Sunflower Bean share a new 
single, Crisis Fest, the follow up to the catchy, almost 
Fleetwood Mac-like, I Was A Fool. 

“2017—we know/ Reality’s one big sick show/ Every 
day’s a crisis fest,” vocalist and bassist Julia sings. 
“Last year was extremely alarming, traumatic, and 
politically volatile,” says the band. “While writing this 
album, we often reflected back on the people we met 
while on tour. 

“We felt a strong kinship with the audiences that 
came to see us all over the country, and we wanted 
to write a song for them - something to capture the 
anxieties of an uncertain future.” 


Disney favourites 
to enchant the ice 


From wheels to waves, 
icy wonderlands to infinity 
and beyond, dozens of 
favourite Disney moments 
will come to life at Disney 
On Ice presents Worlds of 
Enchantment. 

Eight shows are planned at 
Birmingham’s Genting Arena 
between Wednesday (March 28) 
and Sunday (April 1) as the magic 
of Disney is brought to life by some 
of the world’s best ice skaters. 

The latest show is called Worlds 
of Enchantment and fans can 
enter the dazzling world of Disney 


for non-stop fun with four of their 
favourite Disney stories. 

There will be the high-speed 
stunts of Lightning McQueen, Mater 
and the crew of Disney/Pixar’s Cars, 
who will race across the ice like 
never before. 

Fans can dive into adventure 
with Ariel in The Little Mermaid’s 
enchanted undersea kingdom. 

The toys are back in town as 
Buzz Lightyear, Woody, Jessie and 
the Toy Story gang escape from 
the rambunctious tots of Sunnyside 
Daycare in their most daring 
adventure ever. 

And fans can also enter the 
wintry world of Arendelle with 



sisters Anna 
and Elsa and 
pals Olaf and Kristoff from Disney’s 
Frozen, as they learn that true love 
comes from within. 

For tickets visit www.disneyonice. 
com or call the hotline on 0844 338 
0338. 

Performance Director for Disney 
on Ice, former Olympian Jackie 
Soames, is particulary happy 
that the world tour is coming to 
Birmingham as she hails from 
nearby Nuneaton. She embarked 
on her remarkable career, both solo 
and in pairs with John Jenkins, after 
learning to skate at Solihull Ice Rink 
at the age of eight. 


Q.U.B.E. 2 is top of 
the blocks puzzler 

You don’t have to be familiar 
with the original to enjoy 
Q.U.B.E 2, Toxic Games’ 
immersive first person 
puzzle trek through 
a futuristic maze of 
monolith blocks. As 
Commander Emma 
Sutcliffe you move blocks 
and explore as a stranded 
protagonist with only a 
colleague on a communicator 
for help. Exploring and manipulating the 
environment poses challenges. There is a growing 
sense of unease. This addictive game is available 
for Xbox One, Playstation 4 and PC. 


Magic night ahead 
for indie rock fans 

GIG highlights include tonight’s (Thursday’s) sold 
out show by The Magic Gang at Birmingham’s 02 
Institute 2 in Digbeth. Check out their slacker pop 
anthems on their just released debut album. Also 
tonight, singer, songwriter and frontman of rock band 
Idlewild, Roddy Woomble, has a gig at the Hare and 
Hounds in Kings Heath. He won acclaim for latest 
solo album The Deluder and will also be playing 
some Idlewild songs. Support from Tom Joshua. The 
Wombats will be playing tracks from fourth album 
Beautiful People Will Ruin Your Life at the 02 Institute 
tomorrow night, whilst rising star singer-songwriter 
Tom Walker plays the venue’s other room. Claire 
Hastings, BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year, is with Aidan Moodie at 
Newhampton Arts Centre, Wolverhampton, Saturday. 




Scarborough 

& North Yorkshire Moors Railway 

Departing Monday 21 May 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


The Flying Scotsman 

& Liverpool 

Departing Friday 11 May 

from Dudley & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Train journey behind the Flying Scotsman on 
the East Lancashire Railway 

✓ En-route visit to Liverpool 


Price Includes. 


Return coach travel 

4 nights DBB at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough 
(all meals buffet style) 

Entertainment every night 

Heritage train journey on the North Yorkshire 
Moors Railway 

Excursions to Whitby, Bridlington & Filey 


3 Days 

By Coach 


5 Days 

By Coach 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


Halesowen 
Street Market 


Every Saturday 

9am - 5pm 


High Street 

Halesowen Town Centre B63 3AD 

Call 07792 676746 

for more information 


THE GREAT SPRING DOU. & TEDDY FAIR 

SUNDAY 25111 MARCH ' 


Open 10.30 - 4pm 

The National Motorcycle Museum 

(Junction 6 M42) Birmingham 


now only 


S& 03332 341 875 c 

justgoholidays.com/RT 


53 numbers are free within inclusive 

inutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Bescot 

Promotions 
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Picasso's Last Stand 
(BBC2,9pm) 

Documentary telling the story of 
the last decade of the great 
artist's life, through the 
memories of family, close 
friends and the people he 
allowed into his world in 
the 1960s. As his health 
declined in these final years, 
Picasso faced damaging 
criticism of his work for the first 
time, and intimate details about 
his bohemian lifestyle were 
revealed. Yet, in the midst of 
disaster, he rediscovered his 
revolutionary spirit with a 
creative surge that produced 
some of his most sexually frank 
and comic work. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 12.30 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.45 Film: The Pirates! In an 
Adventure with Scientists! (2012) 
Animated comedy, with the voice of 
Hugh Grant. 2.05 Gymnastics: World 
Cup Highlights. 3.50 The Boat Race. Live 
coverage of the men’s and women’s 
University Boat Races. 

6.15 Doodlebugs. Sketch show in 
which inanimate objects share 
their thoughts on the world. With 
the voices of Kayvan Novak, 
Cardinal Burns, Morgana 
Robinson and Spencer Jones. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. A special 
Grange Hill version of the quiz, 
featuring Todd Carty, Alison 
Betties, Paula Ann Bland, Lee 
MacDonald, Erkan Mustafa, 
Michelle Gayle, Francesca 
Martinez and Stuart Organ. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. The day of Robyn and 
Glen’s wedding arrives, but the 
groom has a seizure while getting 
ready at the hotel. Rash treats a 
woman suffering from anxiety 
after the death of her fiance. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. The Trojan 
royal family receive a message 
from the gods and embark on a 
daring raid with their newfound 
allies. Achilles is provoked into 
returning to battle Hector, while 
Helen’s situation remains 
precarious. The sixth episode of 
David Farr’s Ancient Greek 
historical drama based on the 
Trojan War and the love affair 
between Paris and Helen, starring 
Tom Weston-Jones, Louis Hunter, 
Jonas Armstrong, Bella Dayne, 
David Threlfall, Johnny Harris, 
David Gyasi, Lemogang Tsipa, 
Chloe Pirrie and Joseph Mawle. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Film: Guardians of the Galaxy. 

(2014) A band of escapees from a 
prison space station battles an 
alien warlord for possession of a 
powerful artefact. Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Chris Pratt. 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 7.10 
The Pets Factor. 7.30 The Dengineers. 
8.00 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 

8.30 Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. 
(R) 10.00 Gordon Buchanan: Elephant 
Family & Me. (R) 11.00 Famously Unfit 
for Sport Relief. (R) 12.00 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 12.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 1.30 Planet Earth. (R) 2.30 
Me and My Dog: The Ultimate Contest. 
(R) 3.30 The Repair Shop. (R) 4.00 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 5.00 Big Cats About 
the House. (R) 

6.00 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall celebrates volunteers 
who help wildlife in the West 
Country, meeting a woman who 
has transformed her home into a 
hedgehog hospital. Last in the 
series. 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti work in Ireland’s Ashford 
Castle, dating back to 1228. 

Despite its rollercoaster ride 
through the ages Ashford has 
sustained strong community ties. 

(R) 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. The evolutionary 
documentary concludes, as David 
Attenborough profiles the Siamese 
fighting fish and the kangaroo, 
which has a kick so strong it can 
kill. Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon takes 
part in an efficiency test in a bid to 
prove its worth, but mistakenly 
attacks a tea lady with onions from 
Jones’s van. Guest starring Fulton 
Mackay. (R) 

9.00 Picasso’s Last Stand. 

Documentary telling the story of 
the last decade of the great artist’s 
life, through the memories of 
family, close friends and the 
people he allowed into his world in 
the 1960s. 

10.00 Film: A Late Quartet. (2012) A 
member of a string quartet 
announces his retirement, 
bringing up personal conflicts 
among the other musicians. 

Drama, with Christopher Walken 
and Philip Seymour Hoffman. 

11.40 Film: Safe Haven. (2013) A 

woman trying to make a fresh start 
in a coastal town realises she must 
confront the dark past she is 
running from. Romantic drama, 
with Julianne Hough. 

2.30 (BST) Civilisations. (R) 3.30 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Bagel and Becky Show. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby- 
Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 

9.25 ITV News. 9.30 James Martin’s 
Saturday Morning. 11.20 Who’s Doing 
the Dishes? (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Dancing on Ice - The 
Final. (R) 2.30 Britain’s Brightest Family. 
(R) 3.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 
Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 
6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a selection of mishaps 
filmed by viewers, featuring a 
woman being attacked by a 
remote-controlled plane and a 
man hit by a giant trampoline 
during a hurricane. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Comedian Alan Carr 
joins the fun as this week’s guest 
announcer, while the Geordie duo 
go up against cast members from 
Coronation Street in the return of 
Make ’Em Laugh. Plus, Stephen 
Mulhern hits the streets of 
Warrington in the latest edition of 
In for a Penny, a lucky audience 
member gets the chance to Win 
the Ads, and Sofa Watch sees 
more Places on the Plane up for 
grabs. 

8.30 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
presents the second of the 
knockout shows as the remaining 
acts sing for a place in next week’s 
semi-final. Coaches Will.i.am, Tom 
Jones, Oily Murs and reigning 
champion Jennifer Hudson can 
pick only one act from their teams 
to progress in the competition, so 
there are some tough decisions to 
make. Helping them are R’n’B star 
Craig David, members of the Black 
Eyed Peas, Australian pop queen 
Kylie Minogue, 2006 winner of The 
X Factor Leona Lewis and The 
Voice UK’s reigning champion, Mo 
Jamil. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Fast & Furious 5. (2011) 
2.00 (BST) Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Mobil 1: The Grid. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.25 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 Formula 1 Australian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 2.50 Car SOS. 

3.50 Coast vs Country. (R) 4.50 A Place 
in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 5.35 The 
Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels 
around the UK coast by train, 
beginning by boarding the famous 
Jacobite steam train for a trip 
along Scotland’s West Highland 
Railway, famously featured in the 
Harry Potter movies. Along the 
way, Julie learns about herring 
gutting and blowing up railway 
lines, and meets a traditional 
Scottish storyteller on the Isle of 
Skye. (R) 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
uncovers the story behind a 
dramatic night in 1976 when 
fishing trawler the Admiral Von 
Tromp went wildly off course in 
the North Sea, after setting off in 
Scarborough and running aground 
in Whitby, North Yorkshire, with 
the wreckage still visible on the 
shores of Saltwick Bay to this day. 
The massive remains of a First 
World War fort lead Tori to tales of 
love in the East Yorkshire hamlet 
of Kilnsea, and she learns the 
strange fate of two ships that were 
built in Hull but ended up on top of 
a mountain in Peru. 

9.00 Film: Everest. (2015) Premiere. 
Two expeditions set out to climb to 
the summit of the world’s highest 
mountain. Both parties of 
mountaineers get caught in one of 
the fiercest snowstorms ever 
recorded, and face a desperate 
struggle to survive against the 
elements. Fact-based adventure, 
starring Jason Clarke, Josh Brolin, 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Keira 
Knightley. 

11.20Film: Predator2. (1990) Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Danny 
Glover and Bill Paxton. 

2.20 (BST) Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 3.10 Hollyoaks. (R) 

5.15 Coast vs Country. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.30 Live Aviva 
Premiership Rugby Union. Saracens v 
Harlequins (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.15 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy chase a £16,000 
debt run up by a coach company 
and Stewart McCracken and Elmor 
Victor face a heartbreaking house 
repossession. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

Jane cruises around Cuba aboard 
the Celestyal Crystal, starting and 
ending in Havana, sampling the 
relatively new tourist industry of 
the Caribbean island. (R) 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Inside Windsor Castle. 

Documentary marking the 
centenary of the Windsor dynasty 
by examining the history of the 
royal residence over the past 80 
years, looking at the tragedies and 
triumphs that have had an impact 
on the Queen and her family. The 
first edition reflects on the events 
of the past 25 years, including the 
fire in November 1992 that started 
in the private chapel and came at 
the end of a terrible year for the 
royals, with marital troubles hitting 
the Queen’s three elder children. 
(R) 

9.00 King Tut’s Treasure Secrets. New 

series. Documentary exploring the 
thousands of items found with the 
great Egyptian pharaoh when his 
tomb was first uncovered. 

9.55 King Tut’s Tomb: The Hidden 
Chamber. Documentary 
examining recent discoveries 
made in the famous burial 
chamber, which archaeologists 
now believe may also be the 
resting place of Queen Nefertiti. 

(R) 

10.50 Secrets of the Valley of the Kings. 

An exploration of the Valley of the 
Kings, the royal necropolis of the 
pharaohs and the world’s most 
famous royal burial ground. (R) 

11.40 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: (BST) 
Due Date. (2010) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 

5.10 Great Artists. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
8.00 The Silk Road 9.00 Below the 
Surface 10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 

11.30 Blues at the BBC 12.30 Ballrooms 
and Ballerinas: Dance at the BBC 2.30 
(BST) Lost Kingdoms of Central America 

3.30 The Silk Road 4.30 Secret 
Knowledge: Hidden Jewels of the 
Cheapside Hoard 5.00 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.50 You’ve Been Framed! 
Funniest 100 1.55 Film: Spy Kids 3-D: 
Game Over (2003) 2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 
Film: Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over (2003) 
3.40 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 4.40 FYI 
Daily 4.45 Film: Happy Feet (2006) 5.45 
Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor (2008) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 
Film: The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor (2008) 7.50 Film: The Amazing 
Spider-Man (2012) 8.55 FYI Daily 9.00 
Film: The Amazing Spider-Man (2012) 

10.30 Celebrity Juice 11.35 Family Guy 
12.35 American Dad! 2.05 (BST) 
American Dad! 2.30 Action Team 
ITV3 

12.30 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.40 
Film: Evil Under the Sun (1982) 5.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 2.55 
(BST) ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.25 Monster Carp 1.30 ITV Racing: 
Live from Doncaster. 4.00 Film: Bill & 
Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989) 5.05 
FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) 5.45 Storage Wars 

6.45 Live Snooker: Players 
Championship. 11.00 Film: Windtalkers 
(2002) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15 Film: 
Windtalkers (2002) 2.45 (BST) ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Dragonball Evolution (2009) 
2.05 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.30 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 3.30 
Young Sheldon 4.00 The Great Celebrity 
Bake Off for Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 
Extreme Cake Makers 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: 2 Guns (2013) 11.05 
Gogglebox 12.10 Five Star Hotel 2.15 
(BST) Five Star Hotel 3.20 The 
Inbetweeners 3.45 How I Met Your 
Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Anastasia (1997) 1.00 Flight of the 
Navigator (1986) 2.50 The Indian in the 
Cupboard (1995) 4.40 Carry On Cabby 
(1963) 6.35 Mrs Doubtfire (1993) 9.00 
American Ultra (2015) 10.50 Zombieland 
(2009) 12.30 Nymphomaniac: Volume II 
(2013) 4.00 (BST) Close 
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SUNDAY BUFFET From 5pm 

ADULTS £9.95 CHILDREN (UNDER 8) £5.95 


t 


HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

T&C’s apply 


OVER 




2 FORI 


SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 


ITEMS 


Surcharge for fish and king prawn T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ 

www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 






















BBC1 


DIGITAL 



RAF at 100 with Ewan and 
Colin McGregor 
(BBC1,8.30pm) 

The actor and his former pilot 
brother present a celebration of 
the Royal Air Force's centenary, 
taking to the skies in iconic 
planes from the First World War 
to the present day. They also 
meet service personnel from 
throughout the RAF's history, 
including a veteran of the Battle 
of Britain, former female 
members of the Air Transport 
Auxiliary, crew members who 
had the responsibility of 
dropping the atom bomb, 
modern-day Typhoon fighter 
crews, and the last pilot to be 
involved in a dogfight. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.30 MasterChef. (R) 1.30 
MasterChef. (R) 2.30 MasterChef. (R) 
3.00 Money for Nothing. (R) 4.00 
Regional Programme. 4.30 Songs of 
Praise. 5.05 Sport Relief 2018: The Best 
Bits. 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker reports on 
a conservation project in 
Shropshire to prevent the county’s 
rivers being polluted by iron ore 
brought to the surface by the 
area’s long history of mining. Ellie 
Harrison visits a pop-up restaurant 
using only locally sourced 
ingredients and goes searching for 
pine martens, Steve Brown meets 
a glass sculptor, and Tom Heap 
reports on declining numbers of 
British hedgehogs. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. Phil fears he will 
lose Edith to Bob, and that a face 
from his past may make an 
unwelcome reappearance. Last in 
the series. 

8.00 MasterChef. John Torode and 
Gregg Wallace present the first of 
two programmes in which eight of 
the 16 cooks to make it through 
the heats must prepare one of 
their favourite dishes. 

8.30 RAF at 100 with Ewan and Colin 
McGregor. The actor and his 
former pilot brother present a 
celebration of the Royal Air Force’s 
centenary, taking to the skies in 
iconic planes from the First World 
War to the present day. They also 
meet service personnel from 
throughout the RAF’s history, 
including a veteran of the Battle of 
Britain, former female members of 
the Air Transport Auxiliary, crew 
members who had the 
responsibility of dropping the 
atom bomb, modern-day Typhoon 
fighter crews, and the last pilot to 
be involved in a dogfight. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Film: War of the Worlds. (2005) A 
divorced father tries to protect his 
two children as alien war 
machines start to wipe out the 
human race. Steven Spielberg’s 
sci-fi thriller, with Tom Cruise. 

12.15 The Women’s Football Show. 

12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.55 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.20 Coast. (R) 7.20 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 8.05 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.35 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.05 Spring Kitchen 
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 11.50 Lorraine 
Pascale: How to Be a Better Cook. (R) 

12.20 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

1.20 Film: Bringing Up Baby. (1938) 
Screwball comedy, starring Katharine 
Hepburn and Cary Grant. 3.00 
Pilgrimage: The Road to Santiago. (R) 
4.00 The Ladykillers: Pest Detectives. 

(R) 5.00 Film: Real Steel. (2011) Sci-fi 
drama, starring Hugh Jackman. 

7.00 Down the Mighty River with Steve 
Backshall. The naturalist travels 
down the Baliem River in New 
Guinea from its source to the sea, 
hoping to encounter the ancient 
tribes and dangerous wildlife that 
live long its banks and in the 
surrounding jungle. He begins his 
journey inland at Lake Habbema, 
and braves some of the world’s 
fiercest white water rapids. Along 
the way, he stays in a village 
belonging to the Dani tribe and 
ventures into some previously 
unexplored caves. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc test drives 
the Ferrari 812 Superfast, while 
Rory Reid travels to the US in 
search of a muscle car that is 
illegal in Europe. With guest Vicky 
McClure (Line of Duty). 

9.00 Reggie Yates: Searching for 
Grenfell’s Lost Lives. The 
presenter meets families and 
friends of people who died in the 
Grenfell fire, to gain an 
understanding of the disaster’s 
victims as people and as members 
of a community. 

10.00 Mock the Week. James Acaster, 
Angela Barnes, Kerry Godliman, 
Nish Kumar and Glenn Moore join 
host Dara 0 Briain and regular 
Hugh Dennis for the topical 
comedy show. (R) 

10.30 Top Gear: Extra Gear. Chris Harris 
takes the new Porsche GT3 for a 
spin on the track, while motoring 
journalist Alex Kersten and racing 
engineer Mark Wynne chat about 
the future of the VI2 engine. 

10.55 Film: Life of Crime. (2013) Two 
criminals kidnap the wife of a 
corrupt real-estate tycoon, only to 
discover he is not willing to pay 
their ransom demand. Comedy, 
with Jennifer Aniston. 

12.30 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.30 Holby City. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Marvel’s Avengers: Ultron 
Revolution. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.30 
Scrambled!: Spy School. 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Britain’s Best Walks with 
Julia Bradbury. (R) 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 11.00 The Voice UK. (R) 12.50 
ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 2.30 
You’ve Been Framed! (R) 3.00 Tenable. 
(R) 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. Stephen 
Mulhern hosts a celebrity edition 
of the game show, asking 
contestants Jonathan Ross, Tess 
Daly and Linda Robson to “see it 
and say it” as they try to guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues. After the first 
elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round, where one of 
them could win £50,000 for the 
charity of their choice. 

8.00 The Durrells. Louisa and Larry 
receive the devastating news that 
Aunt Hermione has died in her 
sleep. As the family make 
arrangements to have her body 
sent back to England, Margo gets 
to work on organising a memorial 
service. Leslie decides that he 
wants to be with Dionisia, and 
prepares to let Daphne down 
gently - however, it turns out that 
she is pregnant with his child, and 
her father is determined that they 
must get married as soon as 
possible. Gerry becomes 
fascinated by a wall in the back 
garden that is covered in insects. 
9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Lydia 
tries to regain the trust of a former 
patient. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. (R) 

11.20 Film: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin. 

( 2001 ) 

1.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Marcella. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.25 
Frasier. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 8.25 Race 
of Champions 2018. 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday 
Night Feast. (R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Formula 1 
Australian Grand Prix Highlights. 5.15 
The Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up 
to Cancer. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Med. Charlie 
Luxton explores Croatia’s 
Dalmatian coast and islands, and 
visits a gleaming white property 
that cascades down the side of a 
cliff on the island of Brae. 
Previously shown on More4. 

8.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick 
celebrates his birthday with a hot 
air balloon ride over the chateau at 
sunrise, before setting to work in 
the kitchen making his own jam 
and alcohol from the vast 
quantities of fresh fruit waiting to 
be harvested in the garden. Angel 
starts work on a new project of her 
own - building a geodesic dome 
on top of a floating platform. 

9.00 Homeland. Saul calls an old 
friend, while Wellington has a 
problem and Carrie enjoys a win. 
Starring Claire Danes. 

10.158 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr returns with the 
comedy version of the words-and- 
numbersquiz, with Jon 
Richardson and James Acaster 
teaming up against Lee Mack and 
Sarah Millican. (R) 

11.10 Film: Rush. (2013) Formula One 
racers James Hunt and Niki Lauda 
develop a fierce rivalry over the 
course of the 1976 championship. 
Fact-based drama, with Chris 
Hemsworth and Daniel Bruhl. 

1.25 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are joined 
by celebrity guests for a comic review of 
the significant moments of the past 
seven days. Last in the series. (R) 2.20 
The Question Jury. Tension mounts and 
loyalties are put to the test as two of the 
jurors go head to head in a battle to win 
the money. (R) 3.15 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. Action from bouts around the 
world. 3.45 Mobil 1: The Grid. (R) 4.40 
Coast vs Country. Sara Damergi and Kerr 
Drummond help Tony and Michelle, who 
have lived in Oxfordshire for 10 years 
and are keen to sample a more relaxed 
pace of life in Dorset. (R) 5.35 
Streetmate. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Milkshake! Monkey. 
(R) 6.25 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 
6.30 Mofy. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 
Simon. (R) 6.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.50 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.05 Thomas & Friends. 
(R) 7.15 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.25 Oily the 
Little White Van. (R) 7.35 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. 7.55 Paw Patrol. (R) 

8.15 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.10 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.15 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 10.50 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 4. (R) 11.20 Police 
Interceptors: Dog Squad Special. (R) 

12.20 Film: The Illusionist. (2006) 
Mystery thriller, starring Edward Norton. 

2.25 Film: The Man in the Iron Mask. 
(1998) Swashbuckling adventure, 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 4.45 Film: A 
Knight’s Tale. (2001) Medieval comedy 
adventure, starring Heath Ledger. 5.45 5 
News Update. 5.50 Film: A Knight’s Tale. 
(2001) Concluded. 

7.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents try to recover more 
than £12,000 owed by a jeweller to 
one of his suppliers, and chase up 
more than £5,000 owed by a 
tenant to her former landlord for 
rent arrears. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents chase more than £1,700 in 
unpaid parking fines in south-east 
London, but struggle to pinpoint 
the debtor. Meanwhile, officers in 
north Wales try to recover the 
£2,000 owed by a tradesman to a 
former employer, and in Kent 
agents chase £8,000 owed by a 
jewellery shop to two former 
employees. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: The Bodyguard. (1992) A 
famous singer subjected to death 
threats by an obsessive fan is 
persuaded to hire a former secret 
service agent as her bodyguard, 
but neither of them realise the 
effect they are about to have on 
each other’s lives. Romantic 
thriller, starring Kevin Costner. 
10.005 News Update. 

10.05Film: The Bodyguard. (1992) 
Concluded. 

11.35 Film: Whitney Houston: A Tragic 
Love. (2015) 

1.20 Whitney Houston: Her Greatest 
Hits. (R) 2.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Ancient Greece: The 
Greatest Show on Earth 9.00 Capability 
Brown’s Unfinished Garden 10.00 The 
Banker’s Guide to Art 11.30 The Secret 
Life of Children’s Books 12.00 The 
World’s Most Beautiful Eggs: The Genius 
of Carl Faberge 1.00 Moominland Tales: 
The Life of Tove Jansson 2.00 Capability 
Brown’s Unfinished Garden 3.00 And 
Then There Were None 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 You’ve Been Framed!: Top 100 
Animals 1.10 The Voice UK 3.05 Britain’s 
Got Talent: Stephen’s Unsung Heroes 

4.10 Film: Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015) 

5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania 2 (2015) 5.55 Film: Happy 
Feet Two (2011) 6.55 FYI Daily 7.00 
Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 8.00 Film: 
Skyfall (2012) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 
Skyfall (2012) 10.50 Family Guy 12.20 
American Dad! 1.15 Ibiza Weekender 
2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.55 A Touch of Frost 1.55 Film: Brief 
Encounter (1945) 3.40 Film: The Theory 
of Everything (2014) 6.00 Vera 8.00 The 
Cruise 9.00 Joanna Lumley’s Trans- 
Siberian Adventure 10.00 Murder on the 
Home Front 12.05 Film: Evil Underthe 
Sun (1982) 2.25 Blue Murder3.40 
Rising Damp 4.05 Road to Avonlea 5.45 
ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Snooker: Players 
Championship. The opening session of 
the final from Venue Cymru, Llandudno. 
5.15 Storage Wars 6.45 Live Snooker: 
Players Championship. 11.15 Film: 
Senna (2010) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Senna (2010) 1.25 It’s Not Rocket 
Science 2.30 Fishing Allstars 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.00 The Goldbergs 5.30 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.00 Young Sheldon 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory 6.55 Film: 
Fantastic Four (2005) 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 The 
Inbetweeners 11.10 The Big Bang Theory 
12.05 Five Star Hotel 3.05 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.50 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Bridge to Terabithia (2007) 1.00 
Ever After: A Cinderella Story (1998) 3.35 
Hugo (2011) 6.05 The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire (2013) 9.00 Oblivion 
(2013) 11.25 Child 44 (2015)2.05 
Submarine (2010) 4.00 Close 
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B Hotpoint 


EVERY DA Y TOP BRANDS A T DISCOUNT PRICES 

WE OCLft/B* TO BTOORSRlOGC. KlDOCfeMftNtSTER DUDLEY HALESOWEN WOLVERHAMPTON, STOURPORT GORNAL. SEDGLEY BILBTON, BRIDGNORTH. ROWLEY REGIE 
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TIPTON AND MANY MORE AREAS SUPPLYING TML WEST MIDLANDS TOR OVER OO YEARS. 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 




in 


(j)inDesiT 


price £249i95 


HOTPOINT BEST SELLING WASHER 


7KG LOAD, 1400 SPIN SPEED, 
WASHING MACHINE, WITH TIME 
DELAY START. DIGITAL DISPLAY 
HOTPOINT 10 YEAR PARTS OTEE_ 


0' 

ONLY £399.95 


ONLY £159.95 
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ONLY £269.95 
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TEL : 01384 395852 

www.geoffhillltd.co.uk pEi 

^ -L, —' 
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ONLY £259.95 
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ONLY £329.95 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Kidnapped: Desperate Hours, Channel 5,3.15pm 

An American wife’s world is turned upside down when 
her husband, the son of a Mexican newspaper 
publisher, is kidnapped. Drama, starring Teri Polo, 

Esai Morales and Nicholas Gonzalez. Edited for 
daytime broadcast. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

Mr & Mrs Smith, Channel 5,10pm 

An outwardly bored suburban couple lead double lives 
as professional assassins, both unaware of their 
partner’s secret. When they are hired to kill each 
other, the deadly situation puts some much-needed 
excitement back into their stale relationship. Comedy 
adventure, starring Brad Pitt, Angelina Jolie, Vince 
Vaughn and Adam Brody. (2005) 

WEDNESDAY 

Under Siege, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Terrorists infiltrate a US battleship in a carefully 
orchestrated move to steal its arsenal of nuclear 
weapons, unaware the ship’s resourceful cook - a 
veteran US Navy Seal - and a scantily clad stripper 
are about to foil their plans. Action adventure, starring 
Steven Seagal, Erika Eleniak, Gary Busey and 
Tommy Lee Jones. (1992) 



THURSDAY 

Buried Secrets, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Former cop Sarah Winters publishes her first novel, 
and finds herself on the wrong side of the law when 
her book’s plot seems to mirror an all-too-real murder 
case. Thriller, starring Sarah Carter. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Fast & Furious 7, ITV, 9pm 

Premiere. After defeating Owen Shaw and his crew 
and securing amnesty for their past crimes, Dorn, 
Brian and the rest of the team return home to live 
normal lives again. However Shaw’s older brother 
Deckard - a rogue special forces assassin vows 
revenge on Dorn, who he holds responsible for 
leaving Owen in a coma. Action thriller sequel, 
starring Vin Diesel, Jason Statham and Paul Walker in 
his last film role. (2015) 


Famous faces show their naked 
ambition for a good cause 


I t takes some cojones to back a 
film, no matter how good the 
script is. In 1996, the idea of 
unemployed Sheffield blokes 
stripping on stage sounded like a 
bad idea for a TV one-off, let alone a 
big screen comedy. 

But great films are never born 
without risk, and by the time it saw 
the light of day a year later, The Full 
Monty went from indie curio to 
major blockbuster. 

While other Brit flicks of 1997, 
like Lawn Dogs and Face, vanished 
with the skill of a stealth fighter, 

The Full Monty became a 
phenomenon. 

The VHS copies (and later DVDs) 
sold out in no time; worthy yet 
jobbing actors like Tom Wilkinson, 
Mark Addy and Robert Carlyle were 
wooed by Hollywood, and aside 
from Anne Dudley landing an Oscar 
for her inspired score, the film was 
turned into a successful stage show. 

Last summer, the brand was also 
adapted for a hit ITV spectacular in 
which famous faces stripped off to 
raise awareness of men’s cancers. 


Now it’s back for a new full-frontal 
extravaganza, and this time it’s live 
from Sheffield, the home of the 
original movie. 

Ashley Banjo and Alexander 
Armstrong will be putting together a 
bigger and bolder show, and they 
are joined by TV presenter Jeff 
Brazier; former Rugby International 
star Ugo Monye and TOWIE veteran 
James Argent. 

And there’s a load more talent 
joining them, from the Wanted’s 
Tom Parker, ex-footballer John 
Hartson, and chef Ainsley Harriot to 
former EastEnder John Partridge. 

They will share their personal 
stories and learn how to shed their 
iconic security guard uniforms to stir 
up a storm on stage in the Steel 
City. Hopefully they will also inspire 
more men to make vital checks that 
could save lives. 

“Last year’s show was a major 
success, particularly given it was 
unknown territory,” explains 
Alexander. “But now we want to see 
if we can aim for an even better 
performance to grab people’s 


attention again for this cause. 

“Hopefully, we’re in for even more 
fun as we take another bunch of 
blokes and turn them into show 
stoppers capable of turning the 
audience into a frenzy.” 

Ashley adds: “After the amazing 
time we had last year, I can’t wait to 
get the chance to teach the 2018 
intake how to forget their inhibitions 
and put on an unforgettable show to 
raise awareness for this incredibly 
important issue that really can save 
lives.” 

A day after this show airs, some 
familiar faces will be popping up in 
another ITV special, The Real Full 
Monty: Ladies’ Night. 

Presenters Coleen Nolan and 
Sarah-Jane Crawford, and 
actresses Helen Lederer and Ruth 
Madoc are determined to show the 
boys how it’s done and raise 
awareness of breast cancer. 

They are joined by broadcaster 
Victoria Derbyshire; Emmerdale’s 
Sally Dexter; reality star Megan 
McKenna and former Liberty X 
singer Michelle Heaton. 



The Real Full Monty: Live, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Thrifty Ways to - Summer Holiday 
Channel 4, 8.30pm 

Katie Piper presents a programme giving viewers 
hot tips on how to shop better for a fraction of the 
usual price, offering the inside track on ways to get 
more bang for your buck. She is joined by travel 
industry expert Amar Latif to demonstrate how to be 
thrifty about booking a summer holiday - be it family 
time in Tenerife or a city break in Bath or tips, as 
well as tricks on how to get cut prices in Orlando. 
The show offers handy money saving hacks and 
taps into local knowledge to access the best deals. 

TUESDAY 

Live International Football 
ITV, 7.30pm 

England v Italy (Kick-off 8.00pm). Mark Pougatch is 
joined by Lee Dixon, Ian Wright and Slaven Bilic to 
present coverage of the friendly match from 
Wembley Stadium, as England continue their 
preparations for the 2018 World Cup. With the 
tournament in Russia only a few months away, 
Gareth Southgate will see this encounter as an ideal 
opportunity to assess some of the members in his 
squad, and potentially play one or two players who 
have previously been on the fringe of contention, but 
looking to force their way into his plans. 


Come Home 
BBC1,9pm 

Award-winning screenwriter Danny Brocklehust is 
one of the brains behind this three-part family 
drama. Set in Northern Ireland, it focuses on 
mother Marie (Paula Malcomson), who decides to 
walk out on husband Greg (Christopher 
Eccleston), and their three children. The first 
episode is told from Greg’s perspective, 
and follows him and their kids as they 
struggle to comprehend their mother’s 
actions. While Greg juggles work at Farrell 
Motors, raising his children and coping 
with the trials and tribulations of dating 
again, he tries to keep a sense of 
normality. However, it remains to be seen ™ 
whether he will be able to move on when he’s 
trapped in the past. With the aid of multiple 
timeframes, viewpoints and flashbacks, 

Greg and Marie’s story should be THE 
talking point for many around the UK. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace: American Crime Story 
BBC2, 9pm 

The fact-based US crime drama 
continues. Andrew Cunanan 


invites himself to stay in Minneapolis with friends 
David Madson and Jeff Trail. Although Jeff has 
managed to build a new life for himself in the city, 
he is still troubled by the ending of his US Navy 
career back in 1995. Meanwhile, Gianni Versace 
opens up about his relationship with his partner 
Antonio to a magazine, against the advice of 
Donatella. Starring Darren Criss, Cody Fern, 

> Finn Wittrock, Edgar Ramirez, Ricky Martin 
\ and Penelope Cruz. 

THURSDAY 

The Real Full Monty: Ladies’ Night 
ITV, 9pm 

Following the success of last year’s The 
Real Full Monty - and last night’s follow 
up - it’s the turn of a group of female 
celebrities to bare all in the 
name of cancer awareness. 
However, they won’t just 
be looking to the men 
and the hit film The 
Full Monty for 
inspiration, as the 
programme also 
marks 20 years 
since the ecalendar 
girls’ of the 



Rylstone and District Wl posed for their iconic nude 
photos. The ladies taking part are TV presenter 
Coleen Nolan, broadcaster Victoria Derbyshire, 
Emmerdale actress Sally Dexter, reality TV star 
Megan McKenna, former Liberty X singer Michelle 
Heaton, actress Helen Lederer, TV legend Ruth 
Madoc and presenter Sarah-Jane Crawford, and 
the issue of breast cancer awareness is close to all 
their hearts. But will that be enough to get them 
over their body issues and inhibitions as they 
prepare to put on a show? 

FRIDAY 

Britain’s Great Cathedrals with Tony 

Robinson 

Channel 5, 8pm 

New series. The actor visits York Minster, which over 
the past 800 years, has been a backdrop to some of 
the most dramatic events in British history. It houses 
more than half of all the world’s medieval glass, 
including the Rose Window, commissioned by Henry 
VIII, and the East Window, the largest stained glass 
window in the world. A succession of outspoken 
bishops of York have defied Nazis, married kings and 
queens, and more recently championed equality with 
Archbishop John Sentamu, the country’s first black 
bishop, consecrating the world’s first female bishop, 
Libby Lane, in 2014. 


% 

P St T Cares 


QUALITY CARE AT HOME IN HALESOWEN 
AND THE WEST MIDLANDS 

We are passionate about helping your loved one to live a 
happy, secure and independent life. 


Personal Care 
Medication, shopping 
and company calls 
Security and social 
visits 

Domestic calls 
Night shifts 
Laundry services 
Pension collecting 



Meal Preparation 
(Including PEG 
Feeding) 

Palliative care 
Sitting service 
Hospital escort 
Direct Payment 
Money Management 
Private Clients 




We have now moved to new premises 

I24C Nimmings Road, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9JH 

0121 559 8182 





Doors & Windows Ltd 
1^1^)1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
fEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 




n 


Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 

10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 

EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


■fi-Zcc Fix— 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS 8c REPAIRS 


Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 















































BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Unsavoury 
scoundrel (3,3) 

4. This singer, given a 
chance, could win 
a fortune (6) 

9. A job done for 
nothing? (9,4) 

10. Listens out for 
recruits (7) 

11. Superstitious 
symbol of many 
following a 
gambling system 
(5) 

12. Am given little 
scope (5) 

14. Bird doctor goes 
round to object (5) 

18. Shape altered a 
great deal (5) 

19. A bone from 
Munster (7) 

21. Having the wisdom 
not to get excited 
(13) 

22. What water pipes 
should be kept 
behind? (6) 

23. Credit is twice 
provided in an 
emergency (6) 


Down 

1. Strike for which 
the catering staff is 
responsible (6) 

2. Ambiguous 
combination of 
nobleman and 
guide (6,7) 

3. Entrances groups of 
spectators (5) 

5. It may be worn as a 
favour (7) 

6. What a metalworker 
may say when they 
go wrong? (5,8) 

7. I smoke a strange 
mixture, being a 
northerner (6) 

8. A case in point? 
Finish with just the 
opposite (5) 

13. Waiting to be 
stocked (2,5) 

15. The Spanish man 
comes first in 
church (6) 

16. Legally prevent 
poets being 
translated (5) 

17. Yet they may form 
a large part of the 
weekly wash (6) 

20. Three mixed the 
upper air (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Far off (6) 

4. Self-possession (6) 

9. Unselfish (13) 

10. Disease (7) 

11. Scorch (5) 

12. Pungent (5) 

14. Viper (5) 

18. Cordage (5) 

19. Plant (7) 

21. On sale, cheaply (5,3,1,4) 

22. Signify (6) 

23. Pure (6) 


Down 

1. Diminish (6) 

2. Mistaken idea (13) 

3. Taut (5) 

5. Delighted (7) 

6. In impatient suspense 

( 2 , 11 ) 

7. Pester (6) 

8. Postpone (5) 

13. Visible (2,5) 

15. Cold (6) 

16. Pitch (5) 

17. Shoe (6) 

20. Confound (5) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Health resort; 7 Staff; 

8 Acute; 9 Aid; 10 Distended; 11 Panama; 

12 Dangle; 15 Recondite; 17 Yes; 18 Noise; 

19 Timed; 21 Consolidates. Down: 1 Heir 
apparent; 2 Tea; 3 Refuse; 4 Stalemate; 5 Round; 
6 Heedlessness; 7 Sedan; 10 Domineers; 

13 Guyed; 14 Pistol; 16 Cairo; 20 Mad. 

QUICK - Across: 1 San Francisco; 7 After; 

8 Train; 9 Tie; 10 Fragrance; 11 Nudist; 

12 Reform; 15 Sepulchre; 17 Inn; 18 Arena; 

19 Ocean; 21 Here and there. Down: 1 Shooting 
star; 2 Rot; 3 Normal; 4 Intervene; 5 Chain; 

6 Interminable; 7 Ahead; 10 Fusillade; 13 Orion; 

14 Thrown; 16 Piece; 20 Eat. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Whose novel Brideshead Revisited was 
published in 1945? 

2. On which Hebridean island is Fingal’s 
Cave? 

3. Which A-Team star died in 1994? 

4. Which British coin was discontinued in 
1961? 

5. Which ceremonial office is held by the 
Lordship of Scrivelsby, Lincolnshire? 


6. Who wrote the classic jazz number Round 
Midnight? 

7. What is the capital of Croatia? 

8. Who made his US film debut as Christ in 
The Greatest Story Ever Told? 

9. Which Indian state’s name is Sanskrit for 
'five rivers’? 

10. Who is the host of University Challenge? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 7; 2 La Paz; 3 Utah; 4 Woolsack; 

5 Kigali; 6 Opium; 7 Sir Christopher Wren; 
8 Volga; 9 Vulcan; 10 Yukon. 

Niner: SLOUCHING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

239211 gives a British city, 

6539689 gives a British town, 

272486 gives a second British town. 
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2 

3 

4 
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JFB GATES & RAILINGS 



• Iron Gates • Iron Railings 
• Balustrades 


POP IN AND SEE US 

IVe have lots of offers on! 





Proud member* of 

Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


5 year Guarantee 
on all work 


Block paving and 
tarmac drives 

FREE quotations and advice 

• Machine or hand laid tarmac 
• Red Tarmac 

• Car Parks 

• Private 
Roads 

• Residential 
or Trade 




www.jfbgatesandrailings.co.uk 
Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, Netherton DY2 9RG 
Telephone 07793 753320 01384 573823 


Til: 01384 79900 OR 07583170190 

WWW.DISOOUNIDRIVEWAYS.CO.UK 


Find US FAST on Facebook 
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No Lye-ing, this was perfect night out 


WE have a wonderful afternoon and evening. 
We had to - because it was by order of the 
Peaky Blinders! 

Having booked an evening meal at the Windsor 
Castle Inn in Lye we thought we’d try somewhere 
already renowned for its good food. And, perhaps just 
as importantly, a place that brewed its own award¬ 
winning beer on site and had a gin emporium. 

The Saturday just happened to clash with one of 
Sadler’s now famous Peaky Blinders-themed days 
and we were lucky to have stumbled across it. The 
only Peaky-style clothing I own is a Christmas T-shirt, 
which my wife, Kelly, banned me from wearing (it was 
approaching spring after all) so we went as we were. 


QUAINT 

However, many had made the effort and it really was 
a set back in time when we enjoyed a few meal drinks 
in Sadler’s Brewhouse & Bar, just behind Lye Railway 
Station, with live music and draft real ales. 

We then made our way to the Windsor Castle Inn, a 
five-minute walk, for our meal. The Windsor is a nice, 
quaint pub that always serves at least 10 of its own real 
ales. 

The brewery started in 1900, founded by Nathaniel 
Sadler, the great, great grandfather to Emily and Chris 
Sadler. It supplied its 12-tied public houses, the most 
famous being The Windsor Castle, the original brewery 
tap house, first based in Oldbury. 

Now in Lye, near Stourbridge, the brewery has once 
again become a thriving family-run microbrewery, 
owned by Chris Sadler, supplying public houses and 
supermarkets with Sadler’s cask and bottled ales 
throughout the Midlands and country. And there were 
plenty of groups enjoying brewery tours too - so if 
anyone fancies soaking up some of the pub’s rich 



history something like that would be worth a punt. The 
1920-inspired Dr Hardwicke’s Gin Emporium, which 
opened in the summer, also boasts more than 35 spirits. 

There was a little drama when we arrived as there had 
been a mix-up with our booking - and we didn’t exist 
according to their records. But after producing the email 
apologies were made and they found us a table for two. 
We were even offered a free round of drinks. 

As it was Peaky-themed night the pub was busy, so 
if you’re thinking of a romantic or quiet evening for two, 
it’s perhaps best to avoid such an evening. However, we 


loved the atmosphere and were treated superbly by the 
staff, who have also won awards for their service. 

So it was finally time to order some starters and I 
have to say we guessed right when we decided to share 
one because it was more than ample. We opted for the 
crab and scallop thermidor, which came with mixed 
leaves and homemade bread. Each homemade meal 
comes with a recommendation of the perfect pint of 
craft beer to accompany the food. For me, fish is always 
the number one option and luckily the Windsor Castle 
Inn has its fish delivered fresh from the markets every 


morning. The loin of cod, served with a seafood ragout, 
seasonal vegetables and a choice of dauphinoise or 
hand-cut chips stole the show. 

Kelly went for the pork medley, a trio of braised pork 
belly, pork and leek sausage, and grilled pork chop 
on a bed of creamy mashed potato served with black 
pudding, cider jus and seasonal vegetables. ‘Amazing’ 
was how she described it. 

So if you enjoy real ales, a selection of gins and some 
lovely homemade food, it’s worth giving The Windsor 
Castle Inn a try. JAMES DRIVER-FISHER 
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MEMORIAL 


Traditional & Unsafe Memorials 
Modern Memorials fitted to health and 


• Restorations 

• Repairs • ReGilds 

• New Memorials 

• Added Inscriptions 
Hand Carved Lettering Expert 

• One Off Designs 

• Photoplaques 

• House name plaques 


Showroom & Workshop at: 

SOMERS ROAD, 

HALESOWEN, 

WEST MIDLANDS B62 8EN 

0121 550 4235 

www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


safety standards 

• All work carried out by 
award winning Artist with 
Over 30 years experience 

• 10 Year Guarantee 

• NAMM Accredited 

• Like for like quotes beaten 

Marble & Granite for 
all uses 


f/ Phone 

\ ( for free J ^ 

l\brochureJM/ Showroom^ 

y^ ( Sa k now on \ 4 
fc JN Until ti" ° n ! 




Most ads are 


legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 


In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 




Advertising Standards Authority 


























PROPERTY 


Superb ultra 
modern four-bed 
residence new 
to the market 


WEST BROMWICH 
£370,000 »> 


New to the property market, 
this ultra modern four- 
bedroomed detached home 
in Marnham Road, West 
Bromwich, lies on the ever 
popular Churchfields Estate. 

It is for sale through Connells 
Estate Agents at £370,000. 

The property features 
stunning living space and 
would be perfect for a growing 
family. The house includes 
a kitchen/diner, a large 
conservatory, an en-suite, 
guest WC, off-road parking 
and an integral garage. Being 
L-shaped, the kitchen/diner 
has a range of fitted wall and 
base units with work surfaces 
over, a stainless steel 1.5- 
bowl sink drainer, electric 
oven, gas hob, cooker hood 
over, plumbing for a washing 
machine and a door leading to 
the garden. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing to see if this is the 
ideal next home for you, 
contact Connells on 0121 
525 1177. 




Family house 
with potential 
is appealing 
and spacious 

OLDBURY 

£142,500 « 


This three-bedroomed end 
terrace house in Tame Road, 
Oldbury, is an extremely 
spacious property, situated 
in a popular and convenient 
location. 

Within walking distance of 
local amenities and good local 
schools, it is in need of some 
updating, although it does 
have excellent potential. 

An ideal first-time buy, it is 
for sale through Braithwaites 
Estate Agents now at £142,500 
with no chain. 

With gas central heating 
and double glazing, its 
accommodation includes a 
porch, an entrance hall, an 
extended through lounge/ 
dining area, a fitted dining 
kitchen, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom, a study/office and a 
rear garage. 

For further information or 
to book a viewing, contact 
Braithwaites on 0121 4211180 
or visit www.braithwaites- 
estate-agents.co.uk 



Double-fronted 
detached house in 
a prime position 


TIPTON 

£ 220,000 


A double fronted detached family home that is 
beautifully presented throughout in St Helens 
Avenue, Tipton, is for sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at offers over £220,000. 

It is positioned on a prime spot on the highly in 
demand ‘Bridgemere’ estate in Tipton. 

The spacious property has three double bedrooms 
and has been completed to a very high standard. 
Interested parties are recommended to view the 
interior to appreciate this stunning home. 

The accommodation has three reception rooms, 
a conservatory and study/office space as well as a 
kitchen, utility room, family bathroom, en-suite and 
downstairs WC. 


To the front you have off-street park parking for 
several vehicles and a side gate leading into the easy 
to maintain South-East facing garden with decking 



and astro turf, with an outside tap and electric points 
which is ideal when entertaining. 

The property is located a short distance away from 
the very popular Great Bridge primary schools with 
an Ofsted rating of ‘Good’. 

You also have access to the Tipton leisure centre 
which is a short walk away as well as other local 
amenities. The residence has fantastic transport links 
to A41, A4123, M6 & M5 which are all within a short 
drive from the property and there are public travel 
links such as bus routes and train stations. 

The selling agents are expecting a great deal of 
interest to be shown in the sale of this property. 

For further information, or to book that all 
important viewing, contact Skitts on 0121 520 
2255 or visit www.skitts.net 
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Scriven &. Co* 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 


01214224011 


Scri ve n & Co. 

■ M 

Established 1937 


Oldbury 



Barston Road 

* Extended Semi-Detached House 

* Extended Kitchen/Dining Room 

* Living Room 

* Ground Floor Shower Room and First Floor 
Bathroom * Three Bedrooms 

* Rear Garden 

* Rear Garage EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Halesowen 



Chantry Drive 

* Spacious Detached Bungalow 

* Popular Location Convenient for Hagley Road 
West 

* Through Living Room * Kitchen 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom & Ensuite Shower Room 

* Garage * Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £360,000 


Cradley Heath 



Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 




Woodnorton Road 

* Mid Terraced House 

* Lounge 

* Extended Re-Fitted Kitchen/Dining Room 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Rear Garden 

* Off Road Parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £164,950 




Carters Lane 

* Desirable Family Home in Popular location. 

* Sitting Room and Living Room 

* Extended Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Utility * Downstairs wc 

* Four Bedrooms 

* Bathroom and Shower Room 

* Small Garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £429,950 



Cradley Heath 



Trejon Road 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Through Living Room * Conservatory 

* Downstairs wc 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Garage 

* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £179,950 





Oldbury 



Wolverhampton Road 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £209,950 


Oldbury 


Smethwick 


Oldbury 




Sari' 




Peartree Lane 

* Impressive Double Fronted House 

* Study, Lounge and Snug/Dining Room 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Principal Bedroom with En Suite Shower 
Room * Three Further Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Garage and parking Space EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £225,000 


Halesowen 



Halesowen 


Penncricket Lane 

* Terraced House 

* Kitchen 

* Through Lounge 

* Bathroom with Shower Cubicle 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Halesowen 


Trinder Road 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Downstairs W.C 

* Three Bedrooms 

* First Floor Bathroom 

* Rear Garden 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


Oldbury 


Birch Road 

* Link-Detached Bungalow 

* Good Sized Living Room 

* Re-Fitted Kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Bathroom 

* Garage and Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Birmingham B32 



Oldbury 




Spies Lane 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Two Reception Rooms 

* Kitchen* Conservatory 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Rear Garden 

* Parking to Rear EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £230,000 


Howley Grange Road 

* Semi Detached House 

* Through Living Room 

* Kitchen and Utility 

* Downstairs wc 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Re-fitted Shower Room 

* Garage (with restricted depth) EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £199,950 


Woodland Road 

* Family Home in Popular Location 

* Through Living Room 

* Extended Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Garage 

* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Penncricket Lane 

* Terraced House 

* Living Room 

* Dining Room 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Bathroom 

* Three Bedrooms 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £135,000 


Pembridge Close 

* Semi-Detached House 

* Living Room 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* Two Bedrooms * Study/Cot Room 

* Bathroom 

* Separate WC 

* Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


Queensway 

Henderson Court 

* Duplex Flat 

* Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

* L Shaped Living Room 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Bathroom 

* Communal Parking EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £90,000 


West Bromwich 


Halesowen Hurst Green 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Tipton 



Wood Lane 

The Courtyard 

* Contemporary 1st Floor Retirement Flat 

* For 55's amd over 

* Living/Dining Room * Kitchen 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Bathroom and En-suite Shower Room 

* Allocated Parking Space EPC=B 

Fixed Price £60,000 



High Farm Road 

* Three Storey Town House 

* Ground Floor Re-Fitted Kitchen and Dining 
Room 

* First Floor Living Room * Conservatory 

* Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

* Re-Fitted Shower Room 

* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £199,950 



Quinton Road West 

* Semi-detached House 

* Through Living Room 

* Kitchen 

* Conservatory 

* Two Bedrooms and Cot Room/Study 

* Bathroom and Separate WC 

* Rear Garage * Garden EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £179,950 



Halesowen Road 

The Grange 

* Two Bedroom Second Floor Flat Situated in 
Popular Flat Development 

* Living Room * Re-fitted Kitchen Area 

* Two Good Sized Bedrooms 

* Re-fitted Shower Room 

* Garage EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £129,950 



Blackberry Lane 

Lyttleton House 

* First Floor Flat 

* Built by McCarthy & Stone Ltd 

* Convenient Location 

* Communal Lounge & Lift 

* No Upward Chain 
EPC=B 

Offers in the region of £65,000 



Wake Green Road 

Carver Court 

* First Floor Flat 

* Open Plan Kitchen/Living Room 

* Bedroom * Shower Room 

* Garage 

* To Be Sold with Extended Lease 

* All Enquiries Via Agents EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £54,950 


RICS 


la rvaea 

op#rtymar*k 



The Management System of 
Scriven & Co. is certified as being in 
conformity with ISO 9001 


Member of 
Agency Network 


<S) H Market 


scriven.co.uk 

Regulated by RICS 
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MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
^ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 

QUOTATION BEATEN ' ^ 
Senior Citizen Discounts 

2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Flrom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 


i. 


AML 




D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC fZTI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 


PMetro alarms and 0 ^ 

1 SECURITY V| 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^ Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts e 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Mark (Emmtry (Slazttuj 


Contact IIS for a FREE quote! 

\ Manufacturers 
Which?) 8c Installers of 
""*'j windows, doors & 
conservatories 


'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

eJJficiesU omsuII&luJ, 
tlud tuostt coA,t the ecu^tlt 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 


PI 01384 566100 

| 


www.blackcountryglazing.com ■ 

iw>ncwceruss |fensa| 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Check* 



Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Electricians 


Fencing 


i 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs l A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



Fencing ft Gates 


All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 Of 07978 300586 


Gardening 


ANT 


ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 
For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 


?4ttBm I 


‘No Job Too Small 1 


1 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality j 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 ZjkIm 


)i( ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

1 Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, r^l 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ rnLLm 
All staff C.R.B. Certified rHEEfl 



FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 



OUR PRODUCTS 

FENCING SHED BASES SLABBING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING 


Fencing 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 


LBTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

QUOTES 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



LINDOPS 
LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 


0121-421 2858 
077043 - 747960 








fenbing and 
lates (supplied 

J _i i:u.j 

fencingn^t; ucu 


[^luC°][b0Q3[}iXS(°] tf&SXfS 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


um services, alien oases, siaonmg ana garaen clearances, 
removal of frees, privet, old sheds and garages 


Kil■PM# 


AREAS COVER- 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


www.ragardenservices.net 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 
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Landscapers 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


LANDSCAPING 


Fencing, Patios and Driveways,Turfing 
and Artificial Grass, Retaining Walls, 
Pond Installation & 

Garden Clearance 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 


TERRA 



info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


RSh Gtesfflmj & PttnnCflEg 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 


rree uuoianon 

07961 140885 


@1 


OUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

~ All installations and repairs ^est n 
c Supply and fit or fit only 1994 ^ 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 j 

\—www.household~plumbing.co.uk * 



ELIiTE l Ri*flSTTcS. 


•Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 



Skip Hire 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


G® MM & 0 MB 0 XB 0 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



MOT 

£ 27.99 

l 

> 

with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

rri 

(rear of cold Cue snooker Club), Blackhead). B65 ou 


0121 559 6001 

K Ji 



Plastering 


CJI. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Tree Surgeon 



ROOFING SERVICES 


TREE SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE MAINTENANCE & 
TREE FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 

TERP£>TlPMi 


REMOVAL, 

ft 


info@ferrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


OH PLASTERERS 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 

New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 



ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

. Midland News Association Limited All publications In this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV11ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 
Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 





















































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


Lost & Found 



BLACK TABBY 


Male, striking markings, 
missing from Limes Road, 
Tettenhall, since Feb 16. 
Microchipped and neutered. 
Please check sheds garages. 
Much loved and missed. 
Any information 
07773 560625. 

Please like and share his 
Facebook page' 

Find Missing Monty' 



Family 




Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 4 wheel, 
Hartway make, very good condi¬ 
tion, hardly used. Bargain £400. 
07562 238603. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



AVONDALE DART 2002 

As new awning and canopy. 

Tall sleeping annexe. 
Motor mover and awning mate. 
Lots of extras too many to 
mention. 

£5,000 ono. 

01902 270658 



CARAVAN HOLIDAY HOME 


Sited on family owned site, fully 
equipped, Mid Wales. 39ft x 
12ft. 2 bed, sleeps 6. The site 
has many facilities. Fully fur¬ 
nished, DG, CH. Call for photos 
and details. 

£17,250. 

07766 664936. 


i 

Holidays Abroad 



DEPARTURES: APRIL-MAY-JUNE-JULY-AUG-SEPT-OCT 

10 0AYS/7 NIEHTS 

HALFBOARD ALL INCLUSIVE 

1209 1224 

_ PER ADULT PER ADULT 

PICK UP POINTS NATIONWIDE CHILD PLACES from £69 



I TEL: 01443 844222 

B ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 


ALL 

HOTELS 
HAVE 
POOLS 
AHE NEAH 
IHE BEACH, 
SHOPS 
AND 
OAHS 





BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


~\ 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 


Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 


“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


CARAVAN WANTED. Can collect 
asap. Cash paid. Caravan wanted. 
Call me on 07717 090817. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★ All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH* WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Billon 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 25th March 

Next Sale: April 8th 
* Vintage Sale April 29th * 

KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 

10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



ASHBURY (Jaz), Takamine ( 
20G), Tokai (Gold Star, 19 ,, 

Tanglewood (Star), reasonable 


ne (Tan 
1983), 


offers. 01902 679660. 



Free Ad: 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 


3 

Home & 
Services 


WESSSSSSSM 

CAVERHAM LIMITED edition, large 
plate, Queen Mother's 80th birth¬ 
day, £35. o.n.o. 

07946 449215. 



LIMITED EDITION set of five dog 
plates, Westies, Terriers. 

£80. o.n.o. 

07946 449215. 

ROYAL WORCESTER Porcelain 
plates, set of 4, Celebration of the 
Queen's Reign, £80. o.n.o. 

07946 449215. 

SPODE 1926 Billingsley Rose, full 
dinner service, terrines, bowls, etc, 
£300. o.n.o. 

07946 449215. 



CAST IRON FOUR POSTER bed, 
complete with bed linen, cream 
Nottingham lace, £1,200 o.n.o. 
07946 449215. 

CHESTERFIELD SUITE. Three 
seater settee and two armchairs. 
Brown. Very good condition. 
£2,200 ono. 01902 492846. 

CREAM LEATHER recliner three 
piece suite, chairs electric reclining, 
nearly new. £250 ono. 

01922 869714. 

GPLAN BEIGE large leather settee, 
£100. Peter Guild rust stripe settee 
and chair, £100, both good condi¬ 
tion. 07437 971290. 

OAK DRESSER 70 years old, very 
good condition. £100 ono. 

Must collect. 07963 016216. 



C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


LAWN TRACTOR 22 HP. 
42IN CUT 

With collector. 

As new. Unused. 

Cost £4,000 
will accept £1,995. 
Can deliver. 
07710169150. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CONCRETE MIXER Belle Mini Mix, 
150, purchased August 2000, 
electric 240v, used 10 times only, 
£130. 0121 357 0963. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 
Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


LOOK 

HOUSE CLEARANCE AT 
CLAVERLEY 

Cooker. Fridge Freezer. 
Washing Machine. Tables. 
Chairs. Wardrobes. Dressing 
Table. Sideboard. 

Lots of other items. 

All must go. 

07973129143. 


SINGLE DIVAN BED, unused, still in 
wrapper with orthopaedic mattress, 
£100. 01902 633781. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



ALL BRASS/COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 
carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR 


Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 

German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Very good prices paid 

07511 500337. 


MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted.AII conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Scalextric by Tri-ang any 
condition. 01902 745598. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


/AxAiAHinmg 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 

\ 

Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


APORTWny 
W FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^ .1 J 1 Ti J 

Sat 8am -12noon 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

\ 

Gardening Services 

\_ 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

V_ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 

To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

\ 

Plastering 

V 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Removals 

V_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

"N 

Roofing 

V 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Semi Retired Roofer 

ALL ROOF REPAIRS 
Felt and Rubber Flat Roofing 
All at reasonable prices 

07546 158165 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 



Pets & 
Animals 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
Lass - 2 year old pretty Border 
Collie. Lived with children, other 
dogs, good in car. 
Maddie- mature Collie X 
Spaniel, really lovely gentle girl 
who just wants to be with you. 
Lexi - 18 month tri colour 
Border Collie girl. Lovely girl 
who is desperate for some TLC 
after a bad start. 

Lizzie and Bilbo - 4 months old 
Collie Cross, lovely dogs, lovely 
temperament. Will split. 
Theo - tri colour Jack Russell. 
Approx 5 years old, 
vac's/neutered. Happy little 
chap. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


LURCHERS 

Ben - typical Lurcher, fawn / 
white, gentle boy with a lovely 
temperament, has lived with 
other dogs. 

Call 01743 872395 or 
01588 676106. 

Jack 

Greyhound / Saluki, approx 5 
years, good on lead, loves his 
walks, timid, gentle boy, ideal 
pet. 

01588 638560/ 

01588 676106. 


G 


i 


msmsm 

ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

A FURNISHED FLATLET for single, 
working, mature person, CH, TV, 
inc all bills, £365pcm. Also room 
available £275pcm. No DSS. 
Stafford Rd, Wton. 07957 595840. 

A SMART SINGLE EN SUITE room 

in a Shared house,Netherton. 
£85 p.w. inc. bills. No DSS. 2 weeks 
deposit. 07940 116130. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

I BIT NOW! 

&&&pntact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



SELL YOUR UNWANTED 
HEMS FOR 



No hidden costs 
Buyer collects 
No postage or returns 
Local sellers to local peopl 
It's that simple!! 


Call us on 01902317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Private advertisers only « 

No pels, livestock, properly or personals **Ebay price checked 2/1/18 fil l 
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32 ClasslfiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Properties Wanted 


off purchase price 




WE RAY 100%^H 
FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



mmm 


.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 

m 




I ol 

1 w 

Free Solicitors • No Fees • Any House • Any Condition 

mmEJEEtfZL 



HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, ins+cint o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 140■ 

A or text "Cash" to 66777 

ye5h0mebuyere.com 




Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 
01902 317878 

kr- 

Classified 


Jobs 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification - 

• No previous experience required 

www.geopace .com 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


MNA Media 


SENIOR REPORTERS 


The Express and Star is looking for Senior Reporters to join the news 
team of one of Britain’s biggest selling regional newspapers. 

The successful candidates will be multi platform journalists working for our 
popular daily title and award-winning website. 

Candidates should be enthusiastic, versatile, creative and prepared to go the 
extra mile to find the stories for our innovative and highly respected title. 

They must be accurate, multi-media skilled and be able to work calmly under 
pressure to meet tight deadlines. 

The roles, which involve shift working including evenings and weekends, would 
suit someone who is qualified to at least NQJ accredited senior journalist or 
equivalent with a passion for news. 

Anyone interested in applying should email 

Editor’s secretary Karen Baker at karen.baker@expressandstar.co.uk. 
Please indicate in your application if you have a driving licence. 

Closing date for applications: 6th April, 2018 


Owners of Express & Star I 




Express & Star STAR 



FIAT 500 
LOUNGE 

12 reg, white, 58,000 miles, 
newcambelt, alloys, panoramic 
roof, had full service in 
December, excellent condition. 

£4,200 ono. 

Telephone 07973 483797. 

FORD FIESTA STYLE CLIMATE, 

2008, 20,400 miles, 1242cc, silver, 
3 door, new MoT, service history, 
excellent condition, £2,750 ono. 
07793 293422. 


BARGAIN 


LEXUS RX 400H 

Lexus FSH, 57 plate, 
98,000 miles, long MoT, 
excellent condition, 
all usual refinements. 
Very reliable. 
£5,995. 

07917 730239. 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN LWB 

Auto, diesel, 04 reg, silver, 
black leather, tow bar, MoT 
October, 

high miles hence, £2,500. 
01952 463413 or 07900 
044107. 



PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 


5 door, 2011, 31,650 miles, 
silver, part service history, MoT 
July, superb condition, £20 tax. 

£2,795 ono. 

07867 473870. 



SEAT LEON 


2011 AUTOMATIC 
DIESEL 

Sat Nav. 

FSH. 

Blue. 

A/C. Sunroof. 

70,000 miles. 

£5,195 ono. 

07824 640177. 07506 178870. 



BARGAIN 


CITROEN C3 DESIRE HDi 

5-dr hatchaback grey, diesel, 
1398cc, 07 plate, full MoT, 
133,535 miles, good clean car 
inside and out. 

£1,150 ono. 

Any trial 


07787 424281. 01902 238488. 



CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 

2005, 80,000 miles, abs, 
electric windows, central 
locking, pas, CD, MoT Sept 17, 
2018, 1.6 16v petrol. 

£999. 

07879 403302. 


FORD KA 

04 reg, one owner, 43,000 miles 
only, very good condition, MoT 
October 2018, 

£595. 

07913 299273 



MERCEDES C1800K 


1796cc, 03 plate, 4-dr saloon, 
alternative fuel car, gas, bi fuel, 
cost £850 to make run on gas, 
MoT August, clean inside and 
out, scrachless, any trial, 
183100 miles. 

£1475. 

07971 219101. 01902 653442. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL AGILA 
1229CC 

16 valve, 2005. 
Excellent condition, 5-dr, 

£650. 

01902 493310. 07948 277953. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 


01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



STORAGE WANTED FOR 
CLASSIC CARS 

IE Barn or unit. 

No repair work will be 
carried out. 

01902 238022/07734 
412062. 





THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Part of Express & Star Ltd Express & Star 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 

8 rice for your unwanted cars/vans. 
7903 549849, buyer will call. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 



Local 

Information 




COLIN 

You're not known on the 
number given. 

? 

P. 

Please reply to 

Box Number P21068, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


ARE YOU A LIVING WILL 
BENEFACTOR? 

Are you alone with no family or 
heir and wondering what the 
future holds especially in old 
age and end of life care for you 
and possibly your pets? 
Call or text 07944 618083 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 012T 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


Ar.tjels 


IM S rr«*Hd Sir** 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


WHERE ARE YOU 


Looking for old school friends 
who left Eastfield Boys School 
in 1957 for a reunion. 

Please contact 
billwinfield99@hotmail.com 


RETIRED ELDERLY 
GENTLEMAN 

Retired elderly gentleman 
GSOH looking for a lady of any 
age with GSOH, have a loving 
nature to spend time together, 
All letters answered, Newport 
Shropshire. 

Box Number P21115, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 

li 

\oA.0rQ.UK Advertising Standards Authority 














































































































MOTORING 33 


Cupra now manufacturer in own right 



Performance is impressive for what is a large car The Cupra badge has been used for Seat’s go-faster models, but it was revealed last year it be a separate brand 


By James Parker 

The new Cupra Ateca has been revealed 
as the first car to come from Seat’s 
performance division since it became its 
own separate manufacturer. 

The Cupra badge has traditionally been 
used for Seat’s go-faster models, but it 
was revealed last year that it would split 
off as a separate brand. Its remit is to build 
performance versions of Seat’s cars, though 
without any Seat badging, and to run Seat’s 
motorsport division. 

Impressive 

Its first car is the Cupra Ateca, a high- 
performance mid-sized SUV. Under the 
bonnet sits a 2.0-litre petrol engine making 
296bhp, which is shared with the Seat Leon 
Cupra and various other Volkswagen Group 
vehicles such as the Golf R. 

Performance is impressive for what is a 
large car, with the 0-60mph sprint taking 
5.2 seconds and atop speed registered at 
152mph. 

The engine’s mated to a seven-speed 
DSG automatic gearbox, which Cupra says 
has been engineered to offer quicker and 
smoother changes. 

Power goes to all four wheels, and there 
are six drive modes to choose from - Cupra 
mode is for fast driving, improving engine 
response and volume, and stiffening the 
suspension. 

On the outside, the regular Ateca has been 
given a mild reworking to give a sportier look, 
with a new body kit, black brake callipers, 
quad-exit exhaust and 19-inch diamond-cut 


alloy wheels. The new Cupra logo, which 
is designed to look like a tribal drawing, is 
present in copper at the front, back and on the 
wheels. 

Inside, Alcantara is used on the door panels 
and seat upholstery, the steering wheel is 
covered in leather, and various trim pieces are 


finished in gloss black. Copper Cupra logos 
are again used throughout. 

Matthias Rabe, executive vice-president 
for research and development at Seat, said: 
“Cupra Ateca offers versatility like no other 
brand. 

“It’s about a unique model in its segment, 


with 296bhp, 4Drive and a new seven-speed 
DSG gearbox. 

“It is the best example of balance between 
sportsmanship, fun at the wheel and ease of 
use in everyday life.” 

The Cupra brand has an aggressive growth 
strategy. At the Ateca’s launch in Barcelona, 


it revealed that it was working on hot versions 
of the Cupra hatchback and estate, and was 
taking over the Cupra TCR racing programme. 

Cupra versions of the Ibiza and Arona are 
potentially in the works, as well as three as-yet 
unconfirmed models, which could take the 
range to 10 by the end of 2018. 


T WALL APPROVED QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MANAGERS SPECIALS 


07 07 
1313 
12 62 
12 62 
1212 

13 63 
1313 
09 09 
1313 
1515 
1414 
1313 

14 64 
12 62 
1515 
1515 
1414 
1717 

15 65 
1515 
1313 


MINI ONE 3DR * £20 TAX* RED 16328 10495 MILES 


WAS 

SALE 

PRICE 

...£3,495 

£2,995 

...£4,595 

£4,000 

...£5,995 

£5,253 

...£5,995 

£5,695 

...£5,995 

£5,897 

...£6,995 

£6,387 

...£6,995 

£6,595 

...£6,995 

£6,782 

...£6,995 

£6,787 

...£7,750 

£7,198 

...£7,650 

£7,398 

...£7,995 

£7,695 

...£9,450 

£8,912 

...£9,495 

£8,964 


£9,842 

.£12,495 

£11,765 

.£12,645 

£12,000 

.£12,995 

£12,295 

.£14,350 

£13,687 

.£14,995 

£14,341 

.£26,995 

£25,414 


OTHER USED STOCK 

12 12 MINI COOPER S 1.6 JCW CHILLY P BLACK 47000 MILES . £12,812 

12 62 FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCI RED 52802 MILES . £7,495 

13 63 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.41 ECOFLEX SL RED 30895 MILES . £7,995 

15 15 NISSAN NOTE ACENTA PREMIUM 1.2 GREY 20000 MILES . £7,846 

12 12 VAUXHALL CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 3DR RED 47000 MILES . £4,695 

06 06 AUDI A3 SE TDI 5DOOR 2.0 BLUE 58156 MILES . £5,495 

1717 HYUNDAI 1800 SE CRDI SILVER 11707 MILES . £17,995 

08 58 NISSAN NOTE ACCENTA 1.4 BLUE 32000 MILES . £3,995 

16 16 RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 2.0 SE GOLD 22982 MILES . £25,751 

04 04 CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE COUPE 3.2 V6 SILVER 59987 MILES . £5,995 

16 16 JEEP RENEGADE LTD ESTATE 1.6 WHITE 21900 MILES . £13,995 

13 13 RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION PLUS 1.2 WHITE 36722 MILES . £6,995 

15 15 KIA PICANTO 1.0 SR7 5DR RED 30507 MILES . £5,995 

13 13 CITROEN Cl VTR+ 5DR HB BLUE 32263 MILES . SOLD 

13 63 FIAT 500 POP 1.2 3DR HB GOLD 36955 MILES . £5,995 

11 61 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0D SRI NAV SILVER 33475 MILES . £6,750 

1111 FIAT 500 LOUNGE 1.2 3DR HB SILVER 42366 MILES . £5,995 

15 65 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 WT SZ4 3DR SILVER 27679 MILES . £11,695 

15 15 BMW 220D XDRIVE M SPORT AUTO WHITE 18124 MILES . £19,995 

14 64 FORD FOCUS ZETEC TDC11.6 5DR SILVER 10160 MILES . £9,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 107 URBAN 1.0 5DR HB BLACK 40428 MILES . £3,695 

1111 CITROEN C3 VTR+ 5DR HB RED 29548 MILES . £5,795 

1111 FORD FIESTA ZETEC TDCI 70 5DR SILVER 15200 MILES . £6,695 

16 66 CITROEN Cl FLAIR PURETECH 5DR RED 2240 MILES . £7,995 

VANS 

14 64 VAUXHALL COMBO 200 LI HI CDTI BLACK 30835 MILES . £6,650+VAT 

1515 FIAT DOBLO 16V1 MULI-JET WHITE 39749 MILES . £6,250+VAT 

SELECTION OF VIVARO 1.6 CDTI SPORTIVE 120PS SILVER 17 AND 67 PLATES AVAILABLE FROM £13,995 + VAT 


MANY MORE CARS ARRIVING DAILY 


Please contact Craig or Howard High Street, Pensnett, 

T Wall Garages a-, 

01384 288333 1 Mile from Russells Hall 

WWW.twall.CO.uk Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
, Motability Premier Dealer 


VAUXHALL 
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By James Parker 


MARCH MADNESS AT T WAIL VAUXHAU 

'MDUCIKMS ACROSS OUt PART EXCHANGE STOCK** 


WAS NOW SAVE 


VIVA AND ADAM 

1515 VIVA SE 1.0 5DR BLUE RAY ONLY 7,600 MILES . £6995 

14 64 ADAM JAM 1.2 3DR RED N ROLL 7,100 MILES . £7495 £7195 £300 

15 65 ADAM GLAM 1.4 3DR PURPLE FICTION 19,600 MILES 

TECH PACK. £8995 £8795 £200 

15 65 ADAM SLAM 1.4 3DR RED N ROLL 18,200 MILES . £9295 

1616 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 I’LL BE BLACK 8,200 MILES . £9495 £9295 £200 

16 66 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 RED N ROLL 6,500 MILES . £9495 

1717 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 LET IT BLUE DELIVERY MILES 29 ONLY! .. £9995 

CORSA 


12 62 CORSA ACTIVE 1 .4 3DR ASTEROID GREY ONLY 28,500 MILES 


1414 CORSA S 1.2 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 28,600 MILES. 

1212 CORSA LTD 1.2 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE/BLACK 

ONLY 27,300 MILES. £6495 

13 63 CORSA SX11.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 38,000 MILES . £6495 

14 63 CORSA SX11.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE ONLY 14,700 MILES.. £6495 

12 62 CORSA SR11.4 3DR CARBON FLASH 33,600 MILES . £6795 

13 63 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 25,200 MILES . £6995 


11 61 CORSA SE 1.4 AUTOMATIC 5DR ASTEROID GREY 

ONLY 27,000 MILES. 

14 64 CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 27,300 MILES. 

1414 CORSA SX11.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 43,700 MILES . £6995 

1515 NEW CORSA LIFE 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 23,100 MILES. 


14 14 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 20,500 MILES. 

14 14 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 40,200 MILES. £7295 

1515 NEW CORSA STING 1 .OTURBO 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 

22,800 MILES STUNNING!. £7495 

1515 CORSA SE 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,100 MILES. £7495 

14 64 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR DARK MOON BLUE 

35,600 MILES, 14,700 MILES. £7995 


1515 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR FLAME RED 14,200 MILES. 

1515 CORSA LTD EDN 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 31,300 MILES. 

1515 CORSA DESIGN 1.4 AUTOMATIC 5DR ONLY 12,500 MILES. 

1616 NEW CORSA LTD EDN 1.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 

ONLY 2,500 MILES. 

1616 CORSA LIMITED EDITION 1.4 3DR CARBON FLASH 

7,600 MILES. 

1616 CORSA VXR 1.6T SATIN STEEL GREY 6,000 MILES 

(PERFORMANCE PACK). 

ASTRA, MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

1313 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 

46,000 MILES. £6495 

13 63 ASTRA ENERGY 1.6 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 45,800 MILES. £6995 

14 14 ASTRA ENERGY 1.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 22,000 MILES... £7495 

15 65 ASTRA LTD EDN 1.4TURB0 OLYMPIC WHITE 

17,300 MILES. 

1616 ASTRA SRI 1.0T 5DR POWER RED 12,500 MILES. £11495 

16 66 ASTRA SRI NAV 1.6CDTI 136ps 5DR POWER RED 

12,800 MILES EX DEMO. 

16 66 ASTRA ELITE 1.6CDT1136PS SPORTS TOURER 5DR 

DEEP SKY BLUE 14,000 MILES. £14995 

1515 ASTRA VXR 2.0T 280ps BUZZ BLUE 20,600 MILES 

*MASSIVE SPEC*. 

1111 MERIVA SE 1.4 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 40,000 MILES. 

15 15 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 16,500 MILES. £7795 

14 64 MERIVA TECHLINE 1.4 5DR PEPPERDUST 21,400 MILES... £7995 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR CHOICE OF COLOURS 

DELIVERY MILES. £10995 

16 66 ZAFIRA TOURER TECHLINE 1.6CDTI SOVEREIGN SILVER 

13,500 MILES EX DEMO. 


£5995 


£5995 


£6295 

£200 

£6195 

£300 

£6250 

£245 

£6495 

£300 

£6595 

£400 

£6695 


£6695 


£6795 

£200 

£6995 


£7295 


£6795 

£500 

£7195 

£300 

£7295 

£200 

£7695 

£300 

£8495 


£8495 


£9495 


£9495 


£8695 


£13295 



£6195 

£300 

£6750 

£245 

£6995 

£500 

£9995 


£1195 

£300 

£13995 



£13995 £1000 

£16995 

£5495 

£7295 £500 
£7595 £400 

£9895 £1100 

£15495 


WAS NOW SAVE 

MOKKA, MOKKA X & ANTARA 

1414 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTI 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 

44,600 MILES. £9995 

15 65 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 

9,000 MILES. £10895 £10495 £400 

15 65 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6CDTI CARBON FLASH 

11,500 MILES . £11000 £10795 £205 

1565 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 9,700 MILES . £11695 

15 65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6CDTI ORANGE ROCK 13,700 MILES . £11995 

1515 MOKKA SE 1.7CDTI AUTOMATIC ASTEROID GREY 

16,000 MILES. £11995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4TB0RACAY BLUE 12,300 MILES. £15995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T SOVEREIGN SILVER 

12,200 MILES. £15995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T QUANTUM GREY 

13.950 MILES. £15795 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T 4X4 SUMMIT WHITE 

11,100 MILES REAR CAMERA . £17795 

1616 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2CDTI 163ps 5DR CARBON FLASH 

26.950 MILES. £10695 

INSIGNIA 

14 64 INSIGNIA TECHLINE 2.0CDTI 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 

25,400 MILES PLUS PACK. 

1616 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 

36,800 MILES. 

1515 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 

22,000 MILES. 

OTHER FRANCHISES 


09 59 HYUNDAI II0 CLASSIC 1 .2 5DR MET SILVER 

34,600 MILES. £3795 

1616 SUZUKI SWIFT SZ-L SAT NAV 1.2 3DR RED 

23,800 MILES . £8495 

1 5 65 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1 .25 5DR RED 15,000 MILES. £8495 

1616 DACIA SANDEO STEPWAY LAUREATE 0.9TCE 5DR 

MET BLUE 19,400 MILES. £8995 £8295 £700 

17 66 KIA PICANTO SE 1.0 5DR MET BLACK 2,300 MILES . £8995 

1515 CITROEN DS3 PURE TECH DSTYLE PLUS 1.2 3DR WHITE 

16,300 MILES . £9495 £8995 £500 

1212 MINI COUNTRYMAN COOPER 1.6D 5DR WHITE/BLACK 

42.200 MILES . £9495 

14 64 NISSAN JUKE ACENTA PREMIUM DIG-T 1.2 5DR 

MET BLACK 8,000 MILES. £10495 

1616 CITROEN C4 CACTUS FLAIR 1.6HDI SAT NAV RED 

24,000 MILES . £10295 £9995 £300 

1515 DACIA DUSTER LAUREATE 1.5DCI 4X4 5DR WHITE 

20,000 MILES. £10495 £10295 £200 

16 16 HYUNDAI 1X20 SE 1.4 BLUE DRIVE 5DR WHITE 

8.200 MILES . £10695 

1616 JEEP RENEGADE SPORT 1.6 MULTI JET 5DR MET BLACK 

33,900 MILES. £11495 

1515 MECEDES BENZ A180 SE AUTO 5DR MET GREY 

22,000 MILES. £14000 £13750 £250 

11 61 LR RANGE ROVER EVOQUE DYNAMIC SI4 AUTO 4WD 

3DR WHITE/BLACK 55,200 MILES . £21989 £21495 £494 

VANS ALL PLUS VAT UNLES STATED 

1616 VAUXHALL COMBO LI HI 1.3CDTI WHITE 11,000 MILES 

SLD& REAR PARK . SOLD 

17 67 VAUXHALL VIVARO SPORTIVE L2 HI 1.6CDTI WHITE . £14995 


£10495 

£10995 

£11495 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB 


Award winning family-run business-established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


VAUXHALL 


Vauxhall marks a 25th birthday with a special offer 
on the iconic Corsa. 

An era famous for Britpop, Walkmans, shell suits 
and The Spice Girls, the 1990s was a standout 
decade for British culture that welcomed another icon 
in 1993-the Vauxhall Corsa. 

One of the nation’s most beloved vehicles, the 
Corsa, is celebrating its 25th year in the UK, and to 
mark the occasion Vauxhall is offering a brand new 
Corsa from just £149 per month, with a £149 initial 
rental* - just in time for it to wear a new ‘18’ plate, too. 

In a deal that would have surprised buyers back in 
1993, let alone 2018, the Vauxhall Corsa on offer - an 
Energy three-door 1.4 (75PS) - is worlds apart from 
its original namesake. 

For example, who’d have thought 25 years ago that 
a personal assistant could be accessed directly from 
the comfort of your car via Corsa’s clever OnStar 
system? 

But Vauxhall’s best-seller has always moved with 
the times. 

The Corsa was born with cassette players and now 
offers Apple CarPlay; its most popular engines have 
almost doubled in power; and its interior dimensions 
have grown significantly. But while design and tech 
have changed over 25 years, the Corsa’s amazing 



The Corsa A was renamed the Vauxhall Nova 

value hasn’t, its price only increasing by £3,850. 

The original Corsa Supermini was first introduced 
alongside supermodels Kate Moss, Naomi Campbell, 
Christy Turlington and Linda Evangelista. 

Like Kate Moss, who also made her screen debut 
at the time, the Corsa has been part of British culture 
since 1993. 

As Vauxhall’s best-selling model, over two million 
have been sold in the United Kingdom - that’s the 
equivalent of nine purchases an hour. 

Leon Caruso, retail sales director at Vauxhall 
Motors comments: “The Corsa has played 
such an integral part in British culture over 
the past 25 years, I think it’d be difficult to 
find someone who hasn’t owned or had a friend or 
family member who has owned a model. 

“That’s why we’re celebrating the Corsa’s quarter- 
century anniversary year with our best-ever offer: a 
Corsa Energy for just £149 per month, with a £149 
initial rental*. 

“I encourage you to hot foot it down to your local 
Vauxhall retailer to take advantage of this fantastic, 
industry-leading offer.” 

For more details on the Corsa offer, go online to 
http://www.vauxhall.co.uk or visit your local Vauxhall 
retailer. 

*Terms and conditions apply. 



The performance version of the Corsa - the VXR 
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Joseph with students at the Northern England Open Championships towards the end of last year 


Successful students celebrate their gradings at Burntwood Leisure Centre last month 
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Joseph Mongan with Mya Brown who bagged a bronze and silver 


Karate ace still gets 
kick out of teaching 


A KARATE ace has rekindled his love 
for the sport thanks to his stepson’s 
curiosity. 

Joseph Mongan is a former Funakoshi 
world champion. He’s also an ex-World Ka¬ 
rate Federation European champion, a Com¬ 
monwealth bronze medalist, and a third Dan 
black belt. 

After admittedly falling out of love with a sport 
he has now rediscovered his passion after stepson 
Leo found his medals and his interest piqued. 

Joseph had run a successful academy in Ipswich, 
but left it behind to move to Staffordshire with his 
wife. Following the gentle nudge from Leo, Joseph 
set up JGM Karate Academy in Norton Canes, 
near Cannock, and his current crop are beginning 
to replicate his success. 

Three of them have picked up medals at national 
level, just two years since he opened the academy. 

“Leo was searching through some stuff and just 
happened to stumble across my medals and tro¬ 
phies in a box,” said Joseph. 

Impressive 

“He asked me if I would teach him, and that’s 
where it all started, really. I had an academy back 
in Ipswich which me and my brother ran, and we 
had a lot of success there - some of our students 
won some very impressive medals.” 

The JGM Karate Academy now boasts more 
than 100 members - the oldest a grandmother in 
her 70s - with training at Jerome Primary School, 
Norton Canes Community Centre and Burntwood 
Leisure Centre. The club’s first black belt vies to 
become a Dan in April and other club members are 
on their way to claiming belts. 

Joseph accepts members from all age groups, 
backgrounds and abilities, and they have recently 
competed at the Kyu Grade English National 
Championships - picking up four medals. 

Joe Morell, aged 16, the club captain, won bronze 
in the Kata. Sam Rushworth, 14, also picked up a 
bronze in Kata at the 14-15 age group, and Mya 
Brown, 11, bagged both a bronze in the Kata and a 
silver in the Kumite, making her a double national 
medalist. “Mya is looking at attending the British 


SPORTING FEATURE 


ByAdamWashbrook 


“Some come because 
they perhaps struggle to 
manage their anger, and 
the sport helps teach them 
discipline. We really have 
helped people in all ways, 
and it’s very rewarding.” 

Championships in May, and we’re working very 
closely with her,” said Joseph. 

“To be able to compete in both styles at her age 
is a fantastic achievement. 

“There’s international championships later in 
the year, in Poland and Venice. There’s a chance 
we could have members competing in those too.” 

There has also been success at the USA Open, 
Central England Championships, The Yorkshire 
Open and the KAA National Championships. 

“We have very high hopes for them and their 
futures,” added Joseph. 

But while there is success on the mat, Joseph 
admits money is sometimes a cause for concern, 
especially since Karate England cut the funding it 
used to provide. 

“The students deserve recognition, and the 
sport needs it,” he said. “We’re actively looking 
for sponsorships because equipment and travel to 
tournaments and such doesn’t come free. 

“Without the recognition and the Press for 
these events, people don’t know we need the 
sponsorship and it can be difficult at times. At the 
moment, parents fund the majority of event par¬ 
ticipation, and we do what we can to help. 

“For the English Nationals, we put on a raffle 
at the Christmas party. People were very kind and 


we made £100 for the students, which we contrib¬ 
uted towards the competitors’ fees, meaning they 
paid around £15 per event.” 

A 100 Kata challenge last week has so far raised 
around £350 which will help towards tournament 
entry and travel. More than 20 club members took 
part in the challenge to do 100 Katas. 

Joseph himself has also been sent back to school 
to learn a new style for his students. “I regraded 
Shotokan to help some of my students. It was a 
certainly a challenge!” he said. 

“It was a lot of hard work and a lot of late nights, 
but I got there. It’s very interesting the difference 
in fitness and strength conditioning required, but 
it sparks my enjoyment to be learning something 
new, and to develop and push myself.” 

Though his students’ medals are at the fore¬ 
front of his success, the 33-year-old says there 
are many more rewarding factors to teaching. It’s 
something he says has taken him by surprise. I 
was telling my wife, it’s almost unbelievable the 
variety of reasons that we have people come to the 
academy,” he added. 

Discipline 

“We’ve had people coming looking to learn basic 
self-defence, some coming to improve their fitness. 
You kind of expect those, but then on the other 
side of the spectrum we’ve had people come who 
are low on confidence and who use it help them 
grow. 

“Some come because they perhaps struggle to 
manage their anger, and the sport helps teach 
them discipline. We really have helped people in 
all ways, and it’s very rewarding.” 

With karate now an official sport for the 2020 
Olympics, Joseph hopes the academy can grow in 
line with the sport. 

“We’re working with academy associates at the 
moment and we just want to keep growing,” he 
said. “We’re looking to start a karate league soon 
and invite other clubs in the area so that we can 
raise the competition standard. 

“There’s the British Championships in May and 
we’ve got high hopes. I’m just looking forward to 
seeing how things go.” 

To get involved with the academy, contact them 
via their Facebook page - JGM Karate Academy. 


Tommy not fazed by 
Ghent-ing arena bout 

TOMMY Ghent believes the Genting Arena will be the perfect venue to get 
fans excited again following his four-year hiatus. 

The 25-year-old from Coseley will compete on BCB Promotions’ Now Or 
Never show on Saturday evening - just his third fight since returning in 
2017 - when he takes on Lithuania’s Arvydas Trizno, 

‘Rock n Rolla’ has been reinvigorated since his comeback, with brother 
Richie in his corner, and wants to use this next fight to show he is a title 
contender. “I am getting back into my stride again and I am feeling more 
relaxed with each session,” he said. “I am looking forward to getting back 
in the ring.” 

Also on the bill Birmingham’s Andrew Robinson battles Brighton’s Nicky 
Jenman for the vacant middleweight crown. Wolverhampton’s Kyle Wil¬ 
liams takes on Nottingham’s Jordan Turner for the Midlands Area Ban¬ 
tamweight strap and Birmingham’s Kash Ali steps in with Sheffield fighter 
David Howe for the Central Area Heavyweight crown. 


Opening night of darts 
academy hits bullseye 

THE opening night of the West Midlands Darts Academy certainly hit the 
bullseye. Allen’s Sports Bar in Tipton was the venue for the venture that 
aims to get youngsters aged between six and 17 interested in the game. 

Organiser and coach Russell Dingley said 25 young dart aces checked 
in for the opening night. He said: “I expected six or seven kids, so it was 
a fantastic turnout. The darting community around here is massive so we 
were really happy with the opening.” 

Alfie Jacques, who won the JDC tour in 2017 aged just 14, turned out to 
support the opening of the academy. He said: “It was fantastic to see such 
a great turnout, because it shows how many people are interested in darts. 

“It’ great for players like me because I know that I’ve got competition 
and I’ve got to keep up and play against players like this because they are 
going to come on just as well as I have in the future.” 

For more details about the academy, search West Midlands Junior Darts 
Academy on Facebook. 


Extra seats as fans 
flock to Edgbaston 

EDGBASTON is to increase its capacity for its three highest profile match¬ 
es this year. Warwickshire announced they are to install a temporary stand 
to increase the ground’s 24,550 capacity by 850 seats as England face Aus¬ 
tralia in an international T20 match on June 27, for the First Test against 
India from August 1 and for the domestic T20 Blast finals day on Septem¬ 
ber 15. 

A temporary extra tier of seating will be placed above the Stanley Barnes 
Stand. Gareth Roberts, commercial director at Warwickshire CCC, said: 
“This will be the third time in the last four years that we have brought in a 
temporary stand as a result of the popularity of the fixtures we are hosting. 

“The Vitality IT20 against Australia is now 75 per cent sold out, while 
year-on-year ticket sales for Vitality Blast Finals Day are 170 per cent up 
on last year. 

“We’ve also seen huge demand for day three of the Test match against 
India, which will be a very special occasion as England’s 1,000th Test.” 
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Hughes hits 
first goals in 
Yeltz colours 

Nantwich 1 Halesowen Town 3 

FORMER West Bromwich Albion hero 
Lee Hughes scored twice, his first goals 
for Halesowen Town as The Yeltz gained 
a victory in Cheshire. 

He also had a role in the other goal for 
Ivor Lawton as John Hill’s side picked 
up three vital Evo-Stik League Premier 
Division points. 

Hughes starred with his first goals in 
a Halesowen Town shirt as the Yeltz se¬ 
cured three vital points. 

With Evo-Stik League Premier Divi¬ 
sion relegation rivals Sutton Coldfield 
Town also winning, it was vital Hale¬ 
sowen gained all three points and it was 
a solid performance overall from Hill’s 
men. 

Meanwhile, new signing John Oy- 
enuga, who joined from Connahs Quay 
Nomads, started on the bench, 

Hughes could have put Halesowen 
ahead after just three minutes but put 
his shot over the bar. 

Lee Knight then scuffed his shot as he 
went one-on-one with Nantwich goal¬ 
keeper Myles Boney. 

Ivor Lawton headed in though on 12 
minutes when Knight set him up after 
Hughes had initially crossed. 

Nantwich got on level terms six min¬ 
utes later when Matthew Bell scored 
from the edge of the area. 

But on 21, Enoch Ekongo provided a 
neat pass for Hughes to drill home and 
make it 2-1. 

The two seem to be forming a decent 
partnership as Ekongo again turned pro¬ 
vider on 62 minutes. 

His nice run and cross was finished by 
Hughes to seal the win. 

• Hughes bankrupt - page 3 

Athletes brave the 
wintry conditions 

HALESOWEN athletes braved the worst 
conditions seen at the Annual Midland 
Road Relays. The hilly course consisted 
of 5k short legs and a 5.5mile, long legs. 
Near blizzard conditions at times meant 
an arduous task for most athletes. 

The young athletes took on a 5k cham¬ 
pionship with the under-13 girls taking 
gold and the under-13 boys silver. 

The girls provided all three individual 
medallists with Keriann Huxley, Grace 
Coles and Ryley Malone-Priest. For the 
boys, Thomas Harris was fourth, Billy 
Papworth in sixth and Joseph Clarke 
seventh. 

The Senior women finished 16th of 45 
with the B Team in 25th place. 

The Men’s 12 Stage consisted of four 
long legs and eight short legs, the A 
team also coming home 16th of the 45 
complete teams, the B team hit by injury 
failed to finish a full team with eight 
runners. 

Both the Senior Men and Ladies have 
qualified for the National Champion¬ 
ships in April. 


Hagley Lording it for indoor finals 


WORCESTERSHIRE county champions Hagley 
will play at the home of cricket after beating sides 
representing Bedfordshire and Wales. 

They will meet Woodlands, from Yorkshire, 
the northern regional champions, in the second 
semi-final of the national indoor finals at Lord’s 
Cricket Academy at 12.45pm on Saturday. The 
winners will take on Devon or Kent in the final. 

At Edgbaston, Hagley were set an imposing 
total of 149-3 by Potton Town which they reached 
for the loss of only two wickets. They followed up 


with a win over Haverfordwest who posted only 
98-5 which Hagley passed with one wicket down. 

In the WCB indoor league, Coombes Wood (87- 
5) beat Oldswinford (74-4) by 13 runs. 

After losing opener Carl Whyte, Coombes 
Wood’s usually reliant batsmen struggled. Cap¬ 
tain Mike Langford (25) dug in, but the total was 
below par. In reply, Oldswinford started well, los¬ 
ing the first wicket at 45 (Paddy Addis 27 no). The 
result looked inevitable but the runs dried up and 
the rate required rocketed. The return of Addis 


failed to produce the runs, giving Coombes Wood 
an unlikely win to stay top of the league. 

In the other game, Stourbridge (88-5) beat Ped- 
more (68 all out) by 20 runs. 

Stourbridge batsmen too found it hard going, 
apart from Ali Rashid with 34 no against bowlers 
who were a trifle wayward. 

Pedmore again found runs hard to come by as 
the opening bowlers Mikesh Patel and Jevaad 
Nazir bowled their three overs conceding only 
33 runs for three wickets. Pedmore fell further 
behind the rate and were all out in the 11th over. 


'RUTHLESS' IN 
RING RETURN 


Maria took on world champ 



From left, women’s world champion Ng On Yee with Reanne Evans and Maria Catalano 


REIGNING Midlands middle¬ 
weight champion Tyler Denny 
will return to action headlining 
a six-fight card at the Venue in 
Dudley next month. 

Fight night has been scheduled for 
April 7, ten months on from when paid 
pugilists last performed under those 
lights. 

Denny, Kane Baker, Les Byfield, Ryan ‘Stew¬ 
art’ Davies, Danny Ball and Humza Ali will oc¬ 
cupy the home corner. 

Denny laces on the gloves for the first time 
since his title glory on September 30 of last year, 
outpointing Tom Stokes for the vacant strap. 
‘Ruthless’ has now set his sights on the English 
crown, currently held by Elliott Matthews, but 
will first keep busy with the local six-round con¬ 
test. 

The 26-year-old from Rowley Regis has utilised 
his southpaw skills to the tune of seven points 
victories from nine pro contests, with two draws. 

Baker, from Bartley Green, has been hitting 
the road since his last fight iat the Venue, where 
he’s racked up three of his five victories as a pro. 

Baker, 27, has boxed at the famed York Hall 
in London twice and at the SSE Hydro in Belfast 
against the likes of Conor Benn, Gary Cully and 
Sanjeev Sahota. 

Tividale’s Davies uses the moniker ‘Stewart’ 
- his middle name - under instruction from the 
British Boxing Board of Control. He’s undefeated 
in four bouts with one TKO to his name. There’s 
already two other Ryan Davies boxing profes¬ 
sionally but RP Davies has retired on medical 
grounds. 

Kingswinford’s Ball has a couple of first round 
TKOs to his credit, just four outings into his pro¬ 
fessional journey. Durable campaigners MJ Hall 
and Chris Jenkinson have gone the distance with 
the 21-year-old, but Martin Karbrel and Paul 
Cummings were both wiped out early. 

Tickets, priced at £35 or £50 ringside, are 
available by calling 07976 283 157. 


DUDLEY potter Maria Catalano got to the 
WLBS World Women’s Snooker Championship 
final in Malta but suffered a heavy 5-0 defeat 
to Hong Kong’s reigning champion Ng On Yee. 

On Yee whitewashed Dudley’s Catalano, 
aged 36, who rose to number three in the world 
rankings after making her fifth world final, and 
first since 2013, on Saturday. Catalano had se¬ 


cured her final place earlier that day having 
stunned 32-year-old 11-time word champion 
Reanne Evans by a 4-3 scoreline in an all-Dud¬ 
ley semi-final.. 

The World Women’s Snooker Tour will re¬ 
turn for its final event of the 2017/18 season 
with the Women’s Festival of Snooker, April 
13-16, at the Northern Snooker Centre, Leeds. 


Heartache 
as Glassboys 
twice denied 
by late goal 

STOURBRIDGE suffered late heart¬ 
ache in their last two matches, home on 
Saturday and away on Tuesday night. 

It had looked as though the Glassboys 
would head home from Witton with a 
hard-earned share of the spoils only to 
be caught out by a corner as Tom Owens 
crashed his header into the net with just 
two minutes still on the clock. 

Early on the home side twice went 
close, through Owens and Steve Tames, 
but Stourbridge struggled to create any¬ 
thing of note in the first half and it was a 
similar story early in the second period. 

On-loan Wolves winger Nicolae Car- 
nat had joined the action with 20 min¬ 
utes to go but it was Witton who looked 
the more likely to break the deadlock, 
Tames seeing a fierce drive deflected 
just wide of Mark Gould’s goal. Once 
Owens scored, the Glassboys pushed for 
an equaliser but failed to seriously test 
Calvin Hare in the Albion goal. 

Gary Hackett had already been a 
frustrated manager after Stourbridge 
gave away a last-minute winner against 
Ashton United. 

Substitute Josh Granite was given 
space in the box to head home from a 
corner and take all three Evo-Stik Pre¬ 
mier points back to Greater Manchester. 

Gould in the Stour goal was unlucky 
right before the break when he blocked 
a shot by Nick Evangelinos but the ball 
went back to him to make no mistake 
with his second chance. 

Substitute Luke Shearer injected pace 
into the Glassboys’ attack, but it was 
on-loan Shrewsbury midfielder Chris 
Gallagher who set up the equaliser on 
54 minutes, Kaiman Anderson providing 
the finish. 

The introduction of Ashton’s Khanye 
Makhosini proved vital on 70 minutes 
when he got down the left and crossed 
for Evangelinos to finish. Almost imme¬ 
diately after Shearer was brought down 
in the box and Leon Broadhurst crashed 
home the penalty to make it 2-2. But the 
unmarked Granite rocked up in the box 
and rose to secure all three points. 

Hackett’s side head to another of the 
play-off contenders on Saturday when 
they take on Farsley Celtic. 

Meanwhile, the Glassboys this week 
agreed the return of Bradley Birch on 
dual registration terms with Worcester 
City. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 

SUPPORT 

RECYCLING 


The recycled 
content 



The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, March 22, 2018 




FANTASTIC RANGE & STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS 


GET UP TO £1000 
OFF FOR YOUR 0Cd 

OUR SCRAP DEAL 


West 
Midlands 
DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Quality Double Glazing you can trust 
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• WINDOWS 

• DOORS 

• CONSERVATORIES 
•ROROHES 

• GUARDIAN ROOF 
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